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Over two hundred years ago, on 21 June 1813, just southwest of Vitoria in northern Spain, the British, Portuguese and Spanish army
commanded by the Duke of Wellington confronted the French army of Napoleon’s brother Joseph. Hours later Wellington’s forces won an
overwhelming victory and, after six years of bitter occupation, the French were ousted from Iberia. This is the critical battle that Carole Divall
focuses on in this vivid, scholarly study of the last phase of the Peninsular War. The battle was the pivotal event of the 1813 campaign - it
was fatal to French interests in Spain - but it is also significant because it demonstrated Wellington’s confidence in his allied army and in
himself. The complexity of the manoeuvres he expected his men to carry out and the shrewd strategic planning that preceded the battle were
quite remarkable. As well as giving a graphic close description of each stage of the battle, Carole Divall sets it in the wider scope of the
Peninsular War. Through the graphic recollections of the men who were there – from commanders to the merest foot soldiers – she offers us
a direct insight into the reality of combat during the Napoleonic Wars.
Napoleon’s invasion of the Iberian Peninsula brought Spain, Portugal, and Britain into a close, if sometimes uneasy alliance. When an
expeditionary force led by General Sir Arthur Wellesley, later the 1st Duke of Wellington, disembarked in Portugal in August 1808, the British
Army had been at war with France for five years. If the experience gained during campaigns on five continents had sharpened the efficiency
of the Commissary Department, whose staff supplied and transported its rations, Wellington might not have complained after only one week
in Portugal: “I have had the greatest difficulty in organizing my commissariat for the march. The logistic challenges faced by the Duke of
Wellington during the Peninsula War were daunting. The role logistics played in deciding the outcome of the war in the Peninsula as well as
detailing the needs of the troops is important in understanding how the war was conducted. The procurement, transport, distribution, and
payment of supplies for the use of the Anglo-Portuguese Army during the Peninsula War played a direct role in determining its final outcome.
The British army reached the apogee of its success in the war against Napoleon, and in particular in the famous campaigns in the Peninsula,
while under Wellington's command. Yet many aspects of how it achieved its victories have been ignored. This book breaks new ground in a
series of meticulous studies which reveal the hidden mechanisms that lie behind triumphs such as Salamanca and Vitoria. At the same time it
places Wellington's campaigns in their strategic context and explains how he achieved his success. The principles underlying the
organization of Wellington's army are uncovered in a penetrating analysis. His key subordinates are given the attention they deserve, and
there is an authoritative explanation of the importance of rank and seniority. Fascinating studies of bridging operations and the role of
reconnaissance are included, and an invaluable appendix lists the titles of hundreds of firsthand accounts by British soldiers.Endorsements:
This fine collaborative effort is the work of four historians As Bob Burnham explains in his brief introduction, all four had been working on
different aspects of the Peninsular army and decided to combine their separate efforts into a joint publication. Their objective was to explain
"what was so special about Wellington and his army" and why it was consistently victorious during the five years the Peninsular campaign
lasted. The result is an excellent book that should be in the libraries of all serious students of the Peninsular War. Napoleon Series All the
chapters offer similar nuts-and-bolts particulars about the army's structure and activity with a pronounced emphasis on details that will please
the professional historian and the military enthusiast alike. In all, this is an entertaining, well-researched, and interesting look into many of the
inner workings of what became the largest British army on active operations in its history to (that) date . The Journal of Military History"
Written almost a century after the events they describe, Lewis Butler's two volumes on Wellington's Peninsula War campaigns have rightly
been judged a classic of military history. The story of how the Iron Duke turned disaster into triumph, and defeat into a final victory, has surely
never been told with more authority. Butler's first volume begins with the Spanish popular revolt against the imposition of Napoleon's brother
Joseph as their king and their appeal to Britain for aid. Early British disasters culminate in Sir John Moore's retreat and death at Corunna.
Wellington fought back at the battles of Talavera and Busaco, but was compelled by Marshal Massena to retreat once more into Portugal,
and only his foresight in constructing the impregnable lines of Torres Vedras, and denuding the country before them, saved the day. The first
volume concludes with Wellington taking the offensive again at the battle of Fuentes d'Onoro and Albuera. Both volumes are liberally
illustrated with maps and sketches of the battles and other operations. What Napoleon called his 'Spanish ulcer' has never been more
minutely described and dissected, with the author paying a military man's due attention to the sinews of war as well as to the action.
The forces which Wellington led in Portugal and Spain and up into southern France during the Peninsular War (1808-1814) achieved a record
of victory perhaps unmatched in the history of the British Army. Among his infantry the regiments of the Light Division were self-consciously
an élite, trained to fight with initiative and independence on the exposed edges of the marching army. This book explains their evolution and
tactics, details the campaigns in which they fought and illustrates the uniforms and equipment of the Light Infantry regiments: the 43rd
(Monmouthshire), 52nd (Oxfordshire), 51st (2nd Yorkshire), 68th (Durham) and 85th (Bucks Volunteers).
Though pressed many times to write about his battles and campaigns, the Duke of Wellington always replied that people should refer to his
published dispatches, and he refused to add further to his official correspondence, famously remarking that: ‘The history of a battle, is not
unlike the history of a ball. Some individuals may recollect all the little events of which the great result is the battle won or lost, but no
individual can recollect the order in which, or the exact moment at which, they occurred, which makes all the difference as to their value or
importance.’ Yet Wellington did, in effect, write a history of the Peninsular War in the form of four lengthy memoranda, summarizing the
conduct of the war in 1809, 1810 and 1811 respectively. These lengthy accounts demonstrate Wellington’s unmatched appreciation of the
nature of the war in Spain and Portugal, and relate to the operations of the French and Spanish forces as well as the Anglo-Portuguese army
under his command. Unlike personal diaries or journals written by individual soldiers, with their inevitably limited knowledge, Wellington was
in an unparalleled position to provide a comprehensive overview of the war. Equally, the memoranda were written as the war unfolded, not
tainted with the knowledge of hindsight, providing a unique contemporaneous commentary. Brought together by renowned historian Stuart
Reid with reports and key dispatches from the other years of the campaign, the result is the story of the Peninsular War told through the
writings of the man who knew and understood the conflict in Iberia better than any other. These memoranda and dispatches have never been
published before in a single connected narrative. Therefore, Wellington’s History of the Peninsular War 1808-1814 offers a uniquely
accessible perspective on the conflict in the own words of Britain’s greatest general.
The news of Wellington's momentous victory at Vitoria on 21 June 1813 reached London in early July. Celebration spawned an expectation
of a rapid conclusion to events in the Peninsula. His Majesty's Government gave authority for Wellington to invade France and made noises
and plans for the redeployment of the Peninsular Army in support of Russia and Prussia. Wellington, however, did not see things in quite the
same way. His army was worn out and there remained sizeable French forces in Spain, so what followed had to be a carefully thought out
and planned campaign. The invasion itself commenced with the daring Allied crossing of the Bidassoa estuary in early October 1813 and was
followed by an operational pause prior to the Battle of Nivelle in November. The subsequent operations, which commenced early in 1814,
provided the aftermath to the invasion and the conclusion to the Peninsular War. These actions focus primarily on the investment of Bayonne
and the pursuit of Soult's army east, and include the battles and engagements at Garris, Orthez, Aire, Tarbes and the final showdown at
Toulouse in April 1814.
Wellington's Men Remembered is a reference work which has been compiled on behalf of the Association of Friends of the Waterloo
Committee and contains over 3,000 memorials to soldiers who fought in the Peninsular War and at Waterloo between 1808 and 1815,
together with 150 battlefield and regimental memorials in 24 countries worldwide.
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The disastrous retreat and near disintegration of Sir John Moores army on the road to Corunna in 1809 is traditionally regarded as the low
point in the history of the British intervention in the Peninsular War. Yet under the Duke of Wellington, the British and their allies suffered
defeats and retreats that tend to be overshadowed by the series of victories that eventually drove the French from Portugal and Spain. None
of these setbacks was graver than the retreat that followed the disastrous failure of the siege of Burgos in 1812. It is this, less than glorious,
phase of the Peninsular campaign that is the subject of Carole Divalls latest study of the British army of the Napoleonic Wars.By
reconstructing events in close detail, and by bringing together [many] primary sources, she gives a vivid account of what happened and why.
Wellington himself recognized the mistakes and miscalculations that led to the potentially catastrophic situation in which he placed his men.
He described it as his worst scrape. Yet most of the letters, journals and memoirs that have survived praise the skill with which he saved
Britain's only army from disaster. Carole Divall weaves together Wellingtons dispatches with the eyewitness testimony left by British and
Portuguese officers and men, by civilians, and by the French. A fascinating, multi-layered impression emerges of the siege of Burgos itself
and the sequence of maneuvers that preceded it. She describes in authentic detail the tense decision-making and the misjudgments that
were made on the allied side and the headlong retreat that followed as the British fled from two French armies that threatened to trap and
destroy them.Carole Divalls in-depth study of a pivotal and neglected episode in the Peninsular War gives a fascinating insight into the
character of the fighting, at every level, and into the strengths and weaknesses of Wellingtons command.
The Peninsular War was one of the most successful campaigns ever fought by the British Army. Between 1808, when British troops landed in
Portugal, and 1814, when Wellington's Army advanced into the south of France, British soldiers were involved in countless battles and sieges
against Napoleon's vaunted French veterans. Drawing on rare letters, diaries and memoirs, Ian Fletcher presents a superb insight into the
daily lives of British soldiers in this momentous period and evokes such key battles and sieges as Vimiero, Talavera, Badajoz, Salamanca,
Vittoria and San Sebastian. Ian Fletcher's skillful compilation of accounts, placed in context by important background detail, make this the
story of the Peninsular War in the words of the men who marched, fought and triumphed with Wellington. Although there have been many
accounts of soldiering in Wellington's army, Voices from the Peninsula throws new light on the experience of Napoleonic warfare and brings
to life what Wellington called 'the finest military machine in existence'.
First published in 1963, this book concentrates on four great military victories of the Peninsular War (1807-1814): the Battle of Busaco of
September 27, 1810; the Battle of Salamanca of July 22, 1812; the Battle of Vitoria of June 21, 1913; and the Battle of Nivelle of November
10, 1913. Richly illustrates throughout with photos, maps and plans. “You have sent me...the staff of a French Marshal, and I send you in
return that of England.”—HRH The Prince Regent to Viscount Wellington after Vitoria “A lucid and absorbing account of the five years of
arduous campaigning that brought the Allies to Toulouse in April, 1814...quotes freely from many fascinating eyewitness descriptions”—The
Soldier “Concentrates attention on four of Wellington’s greatest triumphs—Busaco, Salamanca, Vitoria, and the Nivelle...which routed the
finest soldiery in Europe and sent four of its most famous Marshals cringing back to Napoleon in disgrace”—The Daily Telegraph “Michael
Glover’s book is a brilliant success, like the campaign which inspired it”—The Times Literary Supplement
An exploration of the little-known yet historically important emigration of British army officers to the Australian colonies in the aftermath of the
Napoleonic Wars. The book looks at the significant impact they made at a time of great colonial expansion, particularly in new south Wales
with its transition from a convict colony to a free society.

At last, in this absorbing and authoritative study, the story of the epic struggle on Spains eastern front during the Peninsular War
has been told. Often overlooked as not integral to the Duke of Wellingtons main army and their campaigns in Portugal and western
Spain, they were, in point of fact, intrinsically linked. Nick Lipscombe, a leading historian of the Napoleonic Wars and an expert on
the fighting in the Iberian peninsula, describes in graphic detail the battles fought by the French army of General Suchet against
the Spanish regulars and guerrillas and subsequently the Anglo-Sicilian force sent by the British government to stabilize the
region. Despite Suchet's initial successes and repeated setbacks for the allied armies, by late 1813 the east coast of Spain held a
key to Wellington's invasion of France and the ultimate defeat of Napoleon's armies in the Peninsula. At a tactical level the allies
were undeniably successful and made an important contribution to the eventual French defeat.
The forces which Wellington led in Portugal and Spain and up into southern France between 1808 and 1814 achieved a consistent
record of victory perhaps unmatched in the history of the British Army. Some 40 per cent of this volunteer army were Irishmen – a
remarkable figure, given the recent unrest and bloodshed in Ireland. This book details the record, and illustrates the uniforms and
equipment, of the two cavalry and three infantry units boasting formal Irish identity: the 4th (Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards, 18th
Hussars, 27th (Enniskillen), 87th (Prince of Wales's Own Irish), and 88th (Connaught Rangers) Regiments of Foot.
Recent research into the Duke of Wellington's armies during the Peninsular War and the Waterloo campaign has enhanced our
understanding of the men he led, and this new biographical guide to his brigade commanders is a valuable contribution to this
growing field. Ron McGuigan and Robert Burnham have investigated the lives and careers of a group of men who performed a
vital role in Wellington's chain of command. These officers were the brigadiers and major generals who, for a variety of reasons,
never made the jump to become permanent division commanders. Their characters, experience and level of competence were key
factors in the successes and failures of the army as a whole. Their biographies give us a fascinating insight into their individual
backgrounds, their strengths and weaknesses, and the makeup of the society they came from. Each biography features a table
covering essential information on the individual, his birth and death dates, the dates of his promotions and details of his major
commands. This is followed by a concise account of his life and service.
This highly detailed study provides a clear account of how the British Army was organised, who commanded it, and how it
functioned in the field during the Peninsular War. Focusing principally on infantry, cavalry and artillery, including foreign units in
British pay, it provides a detailed and comprehensive order of battle. Doctrine, training, tactics and equipment are discussed in
depth, and medical services and engineers are also covered. Concise biographical details of key commanders, over 60 unit tree
diagrams, organisational tables, plus numerous illustrations make this an essential reference work for students of this period.
Wellington's achievements in the Peninsular War cannot be overestimated. At the outset in 1808 Napoleon and his Marshals
appeared unstoppable. By the close Wellington and his Army had convincingly defeated the French and taken the war across the
Pyrenees into France itself. He and his Generals had waged a hugely successful campaign both by conventional means and
guerrilla warfare.This book contains the pithy biographies of some forty senior officers who served Wellington, in the majority of
cases, so ably during this six year war. Many had experience of battle prior to the Peninsular and went on to greater heights
thereafter. There is a section summarizing the major engagements that this 'band of brothers' took part in. The book is arranged in
alphabetical order and each thoroughly researched entry places its subject's life in his historical and political context. The result is
a highly entertaining, informative and authoritative book.
Dismissive, conservative and aloof, Wellington treated his artillery with disdain during the Napoleonic Wars – despite their growing
influence on the field of battle. Wellington's Guns exposes, for the very first time, the often stormy relationship between Wellington
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and his artillery, how the reluctance to modernize the British artillery corps threatened to derail the British push for victory and how
Wellington's views on the command and appointment structure within the artillery opened up damaging rifts between him and his
men. At a time when artillery was undergoing revolutionary changes – from the use of mountain guns during the Pyrenees
campaign in the Peninsular, the innovative execution of 'danger-close' missions to clear the woods of Hougomont at Waterloo, to
the introduction of creeping barrages and Congreve's rockets – Wellington seemed to remain distrustful of a force that played a
significant role in shaping tactics and changing the course of the war. Using extensive research and first-hand accounts, Colonel
Nick Lipscombe reveals that despite Wellington's brilliance as a field commander, his abrupt and uncompromising leadership style,
particularly towards his artillery commanders, shaped the Napoleonic Wars, and how despite this, the ever-evolving technology
and tactics ensured that the extensive use of artillery became one of the hallmarks of a modern army.
Until now there has not been a serious study of the rifle-armed regiments of the British Army that earned such renown in the
Peninsular and Waterloo campaigns. Compiled by a former rifleman, Ray Cusick, who has written extensively on the subject,
Wellington's Rifles examines the new rifle regiments, how they came about, their development and their actions.??The author also
investigates the introduction of rifled muskets into the British Army in the French and Indian wars of the eighteenth century, where
they were shunned by the military establishment, to their transition into a key element in Wellington's extraordinarily successful
Peninsular army.??The training and tactics of the riflemen are explained and each significant engagement in which they were
involved is explored in thrilling detail. It was the riflemen of the 95th Regiment that inspired the series of Sharpe books and films.
That was the fiction; this is the reality.??The publication will be introduced by the renowned Napoleonic historian Ian Fletcher.
Wellington's Men Remembered is a reference work which has been compiled on behalf of the Association of Friends of the
Waterloo Committee and contains over 3,000 memorials to soldiers who fought in the Peninsular War and at Waterloo between
1808 and 1815, together with 150 battlefield and regimental memorials in 24 countries worldwide.?
The assault was failing. Wellington's men had stormed the walls of the great frontier fortress of Badajoz only to be beaten back
with terrible losses. Then on the keep of the old castle the French flag was torn down and a British officer's red jacket was hauled
up the flagpole. It was the signal the British were inside Badajoz!This was one of the most famous incidents during the Peninsular
War and marked not only the turning point in the capture of Badajoz but of the entire conflict. The jacket belonged to Lieutenant
James MacPherson of the 45th (Nottinghamshire) Regiment. The 45th had landed with Wellington at Mondego Bay in 1808 and
fought with him throughout the entire Peninsular War gaining more battle honours than any other line regiment.Wellington's
Redjackets, The 45th (Nottinghamshire) Regiment on Campaign in South America and the Peninsular War is one of the most
detailed unit histories ever published of a regiment during the Napoleonic era. As the first, and only, study of this regiment,
Wellington's Redjackets will undoubtedly be an essential purchase for those interested in Napoleonic warfare.
Wellington's Peninsular ArmyHippocrene BooksWellington's Peninsula Regiments (2)The Light InfantryOsprey Publishing
The author of Wellington at Waterloo delivers an in-depth history of the military commander’s tactics and strategy in the
Peninsular War. After gaining strategic and tactical experience in Colonial India, Arthur Wellesley went to battle against French
forces in the Peninsular War. With his decisive victories there, he ascended to the peerage of the United Kingdom as the 1st Duke
of Wellington. Inthis volume, historian Jac Weller delivers a complete account of Wellington’s career on the Iberian Peninsula,
covering all the battles in which he took part. Talavera, The battles of Busaco, Salamanca and Vitoria are among the famous
conflicts Weller brings to life in the lively chronicle, combining meticulous research with extensive visits to the historic battlefields.
Supplementing his accessible narrative with photographs, Weller demonstrates how this great commander finally achieved victory
after six years of battle against Napoleon’s army.
At the beginning of the Napoleonic period, the British Army's record left something to be desired. During the Peninsular War
(1808-1814), however, Wellington led and trained an army that never knew a major defeat on the field. Even Wellington himself
described his army as "able to go anywhere or do anything." This book examines the formidable British Army which played an
integral part in stalling Napoleon's advance, focusing on the staff, infantry, cavalry, artillery and sieges and sappers. Numerous
illustrations, including eight color plates, vividly depict the weaponry and uniforms of Wellington's Peninsular Army.

At the end of the 18th century Spain remained one of the world's most powerful empires. Portugal, too, was prosperous
at the time. By 1808, everything had changed. Portugal was under occupation and ravaged by famine, disease,
economic problems and political instability. Spain had imploded and worse was to come. For the next six years, the
peninsula was the helpless victim of others, suffering perhaps over a million deaths while troops from all over Europe tore
it to pieces. Charles Esdaile's brilliant new history of the conflict makes plain the scope of the tragedy and its far-reaching
effects, especially the poisonous legacy that produced the Spanish civil war of 1936-9.
In 1994 Ian Fletcher published his book Fields of Fire, which was the first book to show Wellingtons Peninsular War
battlefields in full color. Now, almost 20 years on, he returns with a second book, The Peninsular War: Wellingtons
Battlefields Revisited which shows how things have changed since 1994. The beautiful photographs cover all of
Wellingtons major battles, and many smaller engagements also, to show them in all their glory, from the snowy Galician
mountains, to the dry, dusty plain of Salamanca, and from the low rolling slopes of Albuera to the breathtaking Pyrenees.
Coming as it does in the middle of the 200th anniversary of the Peninsular War, this book is a timely reminder of one of
the most successful campaigns ever fought by the British Army.
Sir Arthur Wellesley's 1808–1814 campaigns against Napoleon's forces in the Iberian Peninsula have drawn the attention
of scholars and soldiers for two centuries. Yet, until now, no study has focused on the problems that Wellesley, later
known as the Duke of Wellington, encountered on the home front before his eventual triumph beyond the Pyrenees. In
Wellington's Two-Front War, Joshua Moon not only surveys Wellington's command of British forces against the French
but also describes the battles Wellington fought in England—with an archaic military command structure, bureaucracy,
and fickle public opinion. In this detailed and accessible account, Moon traces Wellington's command of British forces
during the six years of warfare against the French. Almost immediately upon landing in Portugal in 1808, Wellington was
hampered by his government's struggle to plan a strategy for victory. From that point on, Moon argues, the military's
outdated promotion system, political maneuvering, and bureaucratic inertia—all subject to public opinion and a hostile
press—thwarted Wellington's efforts, almost costing him the victory. Drawing on archival sources in the United Kingdom
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and at the United States Military Academy, Moon goes well beyond detailing military operations to delve into the larger
effects of domestic policies, bureaucracy, and coalition building on strategy. Ultimately, Moon shows, the second front of
Wellington's "two-front war" was as difficult as the better-known struggle against Napoleon's troops and harsh conditions
abroad. As this book demonstrates, it was only through strategic vision and relentless determination that Wellington
attained the hard-fought victory. Moon's multifaceted examination of the commander and his frustrations offers valuable
insight into the complexities of fighting faraway battles under the scrutiny at home of government agencies and the
press—issues still relevant today.
Although the 32nd Regiment was primarily recruited in and around Cornwall, leading to many scraps with the Navy for
manpower, in its ranks during the Napoleonic wars the two Irish brothers of the Ross-Lewin family fought, the elder
brother Harry left an exciting and vibrant account of his campaigning. His adventures took him from the West Indies,
engagements with rebel Irishmen, Copenhagen, even before his arrival in the Peninsular to start his campaigns under
Wellington in 1808. His first major trial under fire begins at Rolica and Vimiero, before he and his brave men are sent off
to the pestilent climes of Walcheren. Returning to the Spain once again he is heavily engaged during the battle of
Salamanca, during which he is wounded, once mended his service takes him onward to France via a number of battles at
Bayonne, Orthez and Toulouse. During his campaigning he suffers the loss of his brother Edward and writes touchingly
of his bravery before he fell. His account of the Waterloo campaign is amongst the best that survive, accurate and vividly
written, he was lucky to survive the culminating battle as his regiment was one of the most severely depleted. Major RossLewin originally wrote three volumes of his memoirs of his time in the British army under the title of “The Life of a Soldier,
by a Field Officer” in three volumes; this edition has been expertly trimmed the then reader of Modern History at Trinity
College, Dublin. This work shares the tone of his countryman William Grattan’s memoirs, with a wry view of the antics of
his soldiers, an eye for the details of what passed before him, interspersed with battle vignettes that convey the fire and
confusion of battle.
In 1806, at the beginning of the Peninsular War, the Portuguese army was not at the peak of military efficiency.
Nevertheless, under British tutelage it played an important part in the fight against Napoleon. Under Wellington's
command, the Portuguese army distinguished itself in battles at Bussaco, Fuentes de Onoro and Albuera, and in 1813
helped the Allies win a decisive victory at Vittoria. Beginning with a chronology of Portugal's part in the Peninsular War,
this book examines the uniforms, equipment and organization of the Portuguese army's various units. Detailed color
plates and numerous illustrations complement the text.
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