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The Orientation Of Mayan Ceremonial Centers
The biggest crossover event ever from Dynamite Entertainment stars an
astounding array of characters who must form an uneasy alliance and save the
world from the Mayan doomsday prophecy! From sword-wielding woman warriors
to mad scientists, from vampire vixens to undead overlords, Prophecy has
everything ... and then some! When flame-haired warrior Red Sonja follows
sorcerer Kulan Gath through time from the barbaric Hyborian Age, she unleashes
a chain of events that will put her side-by-side with an unprecedented gathering
of characters: Dracula, Vampirella, Pantha, Athena, Eva, Herbert West ReAnimator, and Ash from "Army of Darkness." Even Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson,
and Alan Quatermain get in on the action! Collecting the 7-issue mini-series, plus
character bios, Ron Marz's original script to issue #1, and all covers by Paul
Renaud in one complete volume.
An introduction to archaeoastronomy, focusing on Mesoamerica.
Cosmology, Calendars, and Horizon-Based Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica
is an interdisciplinary tour de force that establishes the critical role astronomy
played in the religious and civic lives of the ancient peoples of Mesoamerica.
Providing extraordinary examples of how Precolumbian peoples merged ideas
about the cosmos with those concerning calendar and astronomy, the volume
showcases the value of detailed examinations of astronomical data for
understanding ancient cultures. The volume is divided into three sections:
investigations into Mesoamerican horizon-based astronomy, the cosmological
principles expressed in Mesoamerican religious imagery and rituals related to
astronomy, and the aspects of Mesoamerican calendars related to
archaeoastronomy. It also provides cutting-edge research on diverse topics such
as records of calendar and horizon-based astronomical observation (like the
Dresden and Borgia codices), iconography of burial assemblages, architectural
alignment studies, urban planning, and counting or measuring devices.
Contributors—who are among the most respected in their fields— explore new
dimensions in Mesoamerican timekeeping and skywatching in the Olmec, Maya,
Teotihuacano, Zapotec, and Aztec cultures. It will be of great interest to students
and scholars of anthropology, archaeology, art history, and astronomy.
Exploring Ancient Skies brings together the methods of archaeology and the
insights of modern astronomy to explore the science of astronomy as it was
practiced in various cultures prior to the invention of the telescope. The book
reviews an enormous and growing body of literature on the cultures of the
ancient Mediterranean, the Far East, and the New World (particularly
Mesoamerica), putting the ancient astronomical materials into their
archaeological and cultural contexts. The authors begin with an overview of the
field and proceed to essential aspects of naked-eye astronomy, followed by an
examination of specific cultures. The book concludes by taking into account the
purposes of ancient astronomy: astrology, navigation, calendar regulation, and
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(not least) the understanding of our place and role in the universe. Skies are
recreated to display critical events as they would have appeared to ancient
observers - events such as the supernova of 1054, the 'lion horoscope' or the
'Star of Bethlehem.' Exploring Ancient Skies provides a comprehensive overview
of the relationships between astronomy and other areas of human investigation.
It will be useful as a reference for scholars and students in both astronomy and
archaeology, and will be of compelling interest to readers who seek a broad
understanding of our collective intellectual history.
Combining as it does the romance of space with the mystery of the past, the
study of pre-Columbian skywatchers of the New World has drawn increasing
scientific and popular attention in recent years. Aveni, one of the pioneers in this
new interdisciplinary field, couples basic astronomy with archaeological and
ethnological data to present a readable and entertaining synthesis of what is
known of ancient astronomy in this hemisphere.
More than one hundred fifty years ago, Moravian missionaries first landed along a socalled isolated stretch of HondurasÕs Mosquito Coast bordering the western Caribbean
Sea. The missionaries were sent, with the strong encouragement of German political
leaders and in the context of German attempts at colonization, to Òspread the wordÓ of
Protestantism in Central America. Upon their arrival, the missionaries employed a threepronged approach consisting of proselytizing, medical treatment, and education to
convert the majority of the indigenous population. Much like the Spanish and English
attempts before them, German colonizing efforts in the region never complete-ly took
hold. Still, as Benjamin Tillman shows, for the regionÕs indigenous inhabitants, the
Miskito people, the arrival of the Moravian missionaries marked the beginning of an
important cultural interface. Imprints on Native Lands documents Moravian
contributions to the Miskito settlement landscape in sixty four villages of eastern
Honduras through field observations of material culture, interviews with village
residents, and research in primary sources in the Moravian Church archives. Tillman
employs the resulting data to map a hierarchy of Moravian centers, illustrating spatially
varying degrees of Moravian influence on the Miskito settlement landscape. Tillman
reinforces Miskito claims to ancestral lands by identifying and mapping their created
ethnic landscape, as well as supporting earlier efforts at land-use mapping in the
region. This book has broad implications, providing a methodology that will be of help to
those with an interest in geography, anthropology, or Latin American studies, and to
anyone interested in documenting and strengthening indigenous land claims.
In Maya Political Science: Time, Astronomy, and the Cosmos, Prudence M. Rice
proposed a new model of Maya political organization in which geopolitical seats of
power rotated according to a 256-year calendar cycle known as the May. This
fundamental connection between timekeeping and Maya political organization sparked
Rice's interest in the origins of the two major calendars used by the ancient lowland
Maya, one 260 days long, and the other having 365 days. In Maya Calendar Origins,
she presents a provocative new thesis about the origins and development of the
calendrical system. Integrating data from anthropology, archaeology, art history,
astronomy, ethnohistory, myth, and linguistics, Rice argues that the Maya calendars
developed about a millennium earlier than commonly thought, around 1200 BC, as an
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outgrowth of observations of the natural phenomena that scheduled the movements of
late Archaic hunter-gatherer-collectors throughout what became Mesoamerica. She
asserts that an understanding of the cycles of weather and celestial movements
became the basis of power for early rulers, who could thereby claim "control" over
supernatural cosmic forces. Rice shows how time became materialized—transformed
into status objects such as monuments that encoded calendrical or temporal
concerns—as well as politicized, becoming the foundation for societal order, political
legitimization, and wealth. Rice's research also sheds new light on the origins of the
Popol Vuh, which, Rice believes, encodes the history of the development of the
Mesoamerican calendars. She also explores the connections between the Maya and
early Olmec and Izapan cultures in the Isthmian region, who shared with the Maya the
cosmovision and ideology incorporated into the calendrical systems.
What are some of the connections that bind us to the stars? How have these
connections been established? And how have people all around the world and
throughout time reacted to the night sky, the sun and moon, in their poetry, mythology,
rituals, and temples? This book explores the influence of the sky on both ancient and
modern civilization, by providing a clear overview of the many ways in which humans
have used the stars as an ordering principle in their cultures, and which today still
inspire us intellectually, emotionally, and spiritually. The book explores constellation
lore from around the world, celestial alignments of monuments and temples, both from
ancient and modern civilizations, and the role the sky has played in the cultures of the
Greek, Egyptian, Babylonian, Native American, Chinese, Mayan, Aztec, and Inca.
Models of the universe from each of these cultures are described clearly, and each
culture’s explanation of the stars, planets, and other celestial objects are described.
The roots of astronomy and astrology are presented with original imagery and
reproductions of ancient manuscripts that portray the structure of the physical universe
as conceived by a diverse array of human cultures over the centuries. Our own
scientific Big Bang cosmology and the origin of stars and elements are discussed in a
philosophical context, to explore how we as modern people learn about the Universe,
and incorporate the findings of science into our world views. A concluding chapter
provides a summary of modern science's effort to unlock the celestial secrets from the
sky and from past civilizations, and what these answers mean for us today.
Connecting the massive landscapes of North and South America are Mexico and
Central America. An area of fascination and study for geographers and scholars from
around the world, for millennia these lands and people have played important roles in
the discoveries and distributions of civilizations, resources, and nations. These regions
have stimulated a large amount of research and publications across the sub-disciplines
of geography. The Geography of Central America and Mexico: A Scholarly Guide and
Bibliography by Thomas A. Rumney collects, organizes, and presents as many of these
publications as possible to encourage efforts in the teaching, study, and continuing
scholarship of the geography of this area, which includes Mexico, Belize, Guatemala,
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. Beginning with the region
as a whole, each chapter that follows one per nation is divided by the specific subdisciplines of geography: cultural, social, economic, historical, physical and
environmental, political, and urban. Each section is further divided by document type:
atlases, books, book chapters, articles from scholarly journals, master s theses, and
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doctoral dissertations. Although the majority of entries recorded focus on Englishlanguage works, selected entries written in Spanish, as well as French, German, and
other languages, are included (with entries titles translated into English and noted
accordingly)."
This monograph is a review of the present state of knowledge of the relationships and
consequences of over 25 centuries of interactions between the Amerindian and Asean
Circum-Pacific regions. A fascinating, special case of previous work by two Asianists on
similar themes of the Euro-Asian Continental land mass, providing the theoretical
framework within which the complexities of cultural cross-pattern are studied.The
subjects dicussed individually begin with the elements of recording and writing,
continuing through the arts, religion, folklore and an eventual examination of the natural
sciences and technology. There is also a discussion in this context of evidence from
and the relevance of ethno-botany, ethno-zoology and ethno-helminthology.The
underlying thesis of this volume is the relative independence and powerfully original
development and evolution of Amerindian cultures and societies in Central and South
America.
Archaeomagnetic dating—dating archaeological and geological materials by comparing their
magnetic data with known changes in the earth's magnetic field—has proved to be of increasing
reliability in establishing behavioral and social referents of archaeological data. Now this
volume presents the first book-length treatment of its theory and methodology in North
American archaeology. The sixteen original papers in many cases represent the work of
individuals who have been intimately involved with the development and refinement of
archaeomagnetic dating techniques. They discuss the geophysical underpinnings of
archaeomagnetism; general methodological problems associated with present
archaeomagnetic studies, such as sample collection, data measurement and analysis, and
experimental control; and advances in experimental archaeology. Case histories consider both
successful and unsuccessful applications of the technique in New World fieldwork. Raw data is
provided in an appendix. While the volume deals specifically with problems of
archaeomagnetic direction dating in the Americas, it should prove useful in constructing exact
chronologies in other archaeological sites as well and in the geologic record at large. As the
only single volume devoted to the subject, it will serve as the standard reference in the field.
Burke and Halbert present the scientific evidence behind their startling, original theory: ancient
peoples constructed temples, mounds, and megaliths to increase the fertility of crops. These
peoples used an ancient technology, only now rediscovered.
Health and Wellness Tourism takes an innovative look at this rapidly growing sector of today's
thriving tourism industry. This book examines the range of motivations that drive this diverse
sector of tourists, the products that are being developed to meet their needs and the
management implications of these developments. A wide range of international case studies
illustrate the multiple aspects of the industry and new and emerging trends including spas,
medical wellness, life-coaching, meditation, festivals, pilgrimage and yoga retreats. The
authors also evaluate marketing and promotional strategies and assess operational and
management issues in the context of health and wellness tourism. This text includes a number
of features to reinforce theory for advanced students of hospitality, leisure and tourism and
related disciplines.
The simple question "How did the Maya come up with a calendar that had only 260 days?" led
Vincent Malmström to discover an unexpected "hearth" of Mesoamerican culture. In this boldly
revisionist book, he sets forth his challenging, new view of the origin and diffusion of
Mesoamerican calendrical systems—the intellectual achievement that gave rise to
Mesoamerican civilization and culture. Malmström posits that the 260-day calendar marked the
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interval between passages of the sun at its zenith over Izapa, an ancient ceremonial center in
the Soconusco region of Mexico's Pacific coastal plain. He goes on to show how the calendar
developed by the Zoque people of the region in the fourteenth century B.C. gradually diffused
through Mesoamerica into the so-called "Olmec metropolitan area" of the Gulf coast and
beyond to the Maya in the east and to the plateau of Mexico in the west. These findings
challenge our previous understanding of the origin and diffusion of Mesoamerican civilization.
Sure to provoke lively debate in many quarters, this book will be important reading for all
students of ancient Mesoamerica—anthropologists, archaeologists, archaeoastronomers,
geographers, and the growing public fascinated by all things Maya.
""Zapotec is one of the major hieroglyphic writing systems of ancient Mesoamerica. This
volume explains the origins and spread of Zapotec writing, the role of Zapotec writing in the
changing political agendas of the region, and the decline of hieroglyphic writing in the Valley of
Oaxaca."--Provided by publisher"--

As archaeologists peel away the jungle covering that has both obscured and
preserved the ancient Maya cities of Mexico and Central America, other scholars
have only a limited time to study and understand the sites before the jungle,
weather, and human encroachment efface them again, perhaps forever. This
urgency underlies Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City, Carolyn
Tate's comprehensive catalog and analysis of all the city's extant buildings and
sculptures. During a year of field work, Tate fully documented the appearance of
the site as of 1987. For each sculpture and building, she records its discovery,
present location, condition, measurements, and astronomical orientation and
reconstructs its Long Counts and Julian dates from Calendar Rounds. Line
drawings and photographs provide a visual document of the art and architecture
of Yaxchilan. More than mere documentation, however, the book explores the
phenomenon of art within Maya society. Tate establishes a general framework of
cultural practices, spiritual beliefs, and knowledge likely to have been shared by
eighth-century Maya people. The process of making public art is considered in
relation to other modes of aesthetic expression, such as oral tradition and ritual.
This kind of analysis is new in Maya studies and offers fresh insight into the
function of these magnificent cities and the powerful role public art and
architecture play in establishing cultural norms, in education in a semiliterate
society, and in developing the personal and community identities of individuals.
Several chapters cover the specifics of art and iconography at Yaxchilan as a
basis for examining the creation of the city in the Late Classic period. Individual
sculptures are attributed to the hands of single artists and workshops, thus aiding
in dating several of the monuments. The significance of headdresses, backracks,
and other costume elements seen on monuments is tied to specific rituals and
fashions, and influence from other sites is traced. These analyses lead to a
history of the design of the city under the reigns of Shield Jaguar (A.D. 681-741)
and Bird Jaguar IV (A.D. 752-772). In Tate's view, Yaxchilan and other Maya
cities were designed as both a theater for ritual activities and a nexus of public art
and social structures that were crucial in defining the self within Maya society.
New Scientist magazine was launched in 1956 "for all those men and women
who are interested in scientific discovery, and in its industrial, commercial and
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social consequences". The brand's mission is no different today - for its
consumers, New Scientist reports, explores and interprets the results of human
endeavour set in the context of society and culture.
Trans-Pacific Echoes and ResonancesListening Once AgainWorld Scientific
As portals to the supernatural realm that creates and animates the universe,
caves have always been held sacred by the peoples of Mesoamerica. From
ancient times to the present, Mesoamericans have made pilgrimages to caves for
ceremonies ranging from rituals of passage to petitions for rain and a plentiful
harvest. So important were caves to the pre-Hispanic peoples that they are
mentioned in Maya hieroglyphic writing and portrayed in the Central Mexican and
Oaxacan pictorial codices. Many ancient settlements were located in proximity to
caves. This volume gathers papers from twenty prominent Mesoamerican
archaeologists, linguists, and ethnographers to present a state-of-the-art survey
of ritual cave use in Mesoamerica from Pre-Columbian times to the present.
Organized geographically, the book examines cave use in Central Mexico,
Oaxaca, and the Maya region. Some reports present detailed site studies, while
others offer new theoretical understandings of cave rituals. As a whole, the
collection validates cave study as the cutting edge of scientific investigation of
indigenous ritual and belief. It confirms that the indigenous religious system of
Mesoamerica was and still is much more terrestrially focused that has been
generally appreciated.
This book examines the recent phenomenon in Latin America of national Truth
and Reconciliation commissions. Few studies have examined the role of
Churches or religion in political processes that proclaim valued theological terms
as their agenda - truth, forgiveness, and reconciliation. This book questions the
role of religion, specifically of established Churches. The impact of such
reconciliation commissions on Indigenous Native Americans is also examined, as
is the role of women and how both commissions and Churches or religions were
challenged by their experiences. The contributors offer differing perspectives on
one or more national truth and reconciliation processes and thus offer a collection
that serves as valuable source for the disciplines of Religious Studies, Ethics,
Theology, Political Science, Social Sciences and Women's Studies.
This book analyzes the lives and the continuing ritual traditions of the Mayas who
live in the United States. Focusing on a predominantly Maya town in rural Florida,
it shows how members of this ancient Central American civilization use their
religious tradition to maintain their ethnic identity in an unfamiliar environment.
Bringing together studies of Mesoamerican fiesta or cargo systems, religious
ritual and migration studies, this interdisciplinary work describes the religious
traditions of indigenous Guatemala, the crisis migration of the 1980s, and the
Mayas' daily life in the United States, including Maya women's reflections on their
new challenges. The book is unique in its focus on the transfer of the fiesta cycle
to the diaspora and its analysis of the behind-the-scenes aspects of ritual. The
rise of leadership, contested interpretations of ethnic identity, choices about
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symbolic representation, and maintenance of ties to villages of origin all take
place in the context of organizing public ritual events. Through these strategies,
the Maya people not only cope materially and spiritually with the chaotic
experience of uprootedness, but find ways to strengthen their unique identity.
Bibliography. Index.
This book, the first in the field for two decades, looks at the relationships between
geography and religion. It represents a synthesis of research by geographers of
many countries, mainly since the 1960s. No previous book has tackled this
emerging field from such a broad, interdisciplinary perspective, and never before
have such a variety of detailed case studies been pulled together in so
comparative or illuminating a way. Examples and case studies have been drawn
from all the major world religions and from all continents from both a historical
and contemporary perspective. Major themes covered in the book include the
distribution of religion and the processes by which religion and religious ideas
spread through space and time. Some of the important links between religion and
population are also explored. A great deal of attention is focused on the visible
manifestations of religion on the cultural landscape, including landscapes of
worship and of death, and the whole field of sacred space and religious
pilgrimage.
Maya sacbeob, or raised Òwhite roads,Ó are often considered a single class of
features, with a sole purpose. In this first systematic examination of their
functions, meanings, arrangements, and construction styles, Justine Shaw
reveals that these causeways served a variety of cultural and natural functions. In
White Roads of the Yucat‡n, author Justine Shaw presents original field data
collected with the Cochuah Regional Archaeological Survey at two ancient Maya
sites, Ichmul and YoÕokop. Both centers chose to invest enormous resources in
the construction of monumental roadways during a time of social and political
turmoil in the Terminal Classic period. Shaw carefully examines why it was at this
pointÑand no otherÑthat the settlements made such a decision. She argues that
both settlements used the sacbeob as a method of socially integrating the
largest, most diverse and dispersed population in the Cochuah region. She
further demonstrates that their use of the sacbeob, in concert with other
innovative strategies, allowed Ichmul and YoÕokop to outlast many of the sites
that they may have sought to emulate and to flourish during a time of tremendous
sociopolitical and economic change. In addition to her detailed discussion of
these two sites, Shaw provides an exhaustive review of the literature of Maya
sacbeob archaeology, describing various interpretations of construction, features,
and variability. This synthetic and interpretive treatment will aid researchers
working on a variety of complex civilizations with road systems, as well as those
interested in core-periphery relationships, cultural collapse, and social
integration.
Accompanied by portfolio containing 20 folded oversized maps.
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