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"Following up on Ralph Ellison's intimation that blacks serve as 'the machines
inside the machine', Color Monitors examines the designation of black bodies as
natural machines for the information age. Martin Kevorkian shows how African
Americans are consistently depicted as highly skilled, intelligent and
technologically savvy as they work to solve complex computer problems in
popular movies, corporate advertising and contemporary fiction. But is this
progress? Or do such seemingly positive depictions have more disturbing
implications? Kevorkian provocatively asserts that whites' historical 'fear of a
black planet' has in the age of microprocessing converged with a new fear of
computers and the possibility that digital imperatives will engulf human creativity.
Analyzing escapist fantasies from Mission: Impossible to Minority Report,
Kevorkian argues that the placement of a black man in front of a computer
screen doubly reassures audiences: he is nonthreatening, safely occupied - even
imprisoned - by the very machine he attempts to control, an occupation that
simultaneously frees the action heroes from any electronic headaches. The study
concludes with some alternatives to this scheme, looking to a network of recent
authors, with shared affinities for Ellison and Pynchon, willing to think inside the
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black box of technology." -- Page 4 of cover.
Unlock the more straightforward side of I, Robot with this concise and insightful
summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of I, Robot
by Isaac Asimov. This work brings together nine stories which were initially
published separately, before being joined in a thematically linked collection. The
stories imagine a future world in which humans are served by increasingly
sophisticated robots whose actions are governed by the Three Laws of Robotics.
In spite of some temporary problems, Asimov shows the relationship between
robots to be largely positive and explores the philosophical ramifications of the
development of new technology. Asimov was a prolific and very influential
science fiction writer who is now recognised as one of the key writers of the socalled Golden Age of Science fiction. Find out everything you need to know about
I, Robot in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide
brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and
symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com?
Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany
you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary
knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
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BrightSummaries.com!
Science fiction constitutes one of the largest and most widely read genres in
literature, and this reference provides bibliographical data on some 20,000
science fiction, fantasy, and horror fiction books, as well as nonfiction
monographs about the literature. A companion to Reginald's Science Fiction and
Fantasy Literature, 1700-1974 (Gale, 1979), the present volume is alphabetically
arranged by approximately 10,000 author names. The entry for each individual
work includes title, publisher, date and place published, number of pages,
hardbound or paperback format, and type of book (novel, anthology, etc.). Where
appropriate, entries also provide translation notes, series information,
pseudonyms, and remarks on special features (such as celebrity introductions).
Includes indexes of titles, series, awards, and "doubles" (for locating volumes
containing two novels). Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
The Soft Edge is a one-of-a-kind history of the information revolution. In his lucid
and direct style, Paul Levinson, historian and philosopher of media and
communications, gives us more than just a history of information technologies.
The Soft Edge is a book about theories on the evolution of technology, the effects
that human choice has on this (r)evolution, and what's in store for us in the
future. Paul Levinson's engaging voice guides us on a tour that explains how
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communications media have been responsible for major developments in history
and for profound changes in our day-to-day lives. Levinson presents the
intriguing argument that technology actually becomes more human. We see how
information technologies are selected on the basis of how well they meet human
needs. Why is email more like speech than print is? Why didn't the arrival of
television destroy the radio? These and many more thought provoking questions
are answered in The Soft Edge. Boldly extending and deepening the pathways
blazed by McLuhan, Paul Levinson has provided us with a brilliant and exciting
study of life with our old media, our new media, and the media still to come.
100 years after Karel Capek coined the word, “robots” are an everyday idea, and
the inspiration for countless stories in books, film, TV and games. They are often
among the least privileged, most unfairly used of us, and the more robots are like
humans, the more interesting they become. This collection of stories is where
robots stand in for us, where both we and they are disadvantaged, and where
hope and optimism shines through. INCLUDING STORIES BY: BROOKE
BOLANDER · JOHN CHU · DARYL GREGORY · PETER F. HAMILTON · SAAD
Z. HOSSAIN · RICH LARSON · KEN LIU · IAN R. MACLEOD · ANNALEE
NEWITZ · TOCHI ONYEBUCHI · SUZANNE PALMER · SARAH PINSKER ·
VINA JIE-MIN PRASAD · ALASTAIR REYNOLDS · SOFIA SAMATAR · PETER
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WATTS
The Naked SunSpectra
As for me, I am finished.' With these words, a frail, dying Hari Seldon completes his life's work.
The old man has just recorded messages for the Time Vault of the First Foundation.
Psychohistory's Seldon Plan is unleashed, propelled by the ponderous momentum of destiny.
Younger hands will now take up the task. For the first time in his life, Seldon is no longer
watched, nurtured and guided by robots and he retires to a corner of the Imperial Park to
garden. The Seldon plan has three possible outcomes. None of them fills him with joy but he is
consoled by the thought that any of the three is better than the chaos that would have
happened without him. But the future still holds some surprises for Hari Seldon...
"To understand the history and spirit of America, one must know its wars, its laws, and its
presidents. To really understand it, however, one must also know its cheeseburgers, its love
songs, and its lawn ornaments. The long-awaited Guide to the United States Popular Culture
provides a single-volume guide to the landscape of everyday life in the United States.
Scholars, students, and researchers will find in it a valuable tool with which to fill in the gaps
left by traditional history. All American readers will find in it, one entry at a time, the story of
their lives."--Robert Thompson, President, Popular Culture Association. "At long last popular
culture may indeed be given its due within the humanities with the publication of The Guide to
United States Popular Culture. With its nearly 1600 entries, it promises to be the most
comprehensive single-volume source of information about popular culture. The range of
subjects and diversity of opinions represented will make this an almost indispensable resource
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for humanities and popular culture scholars and enthusiasts alike."--Timothy E. Scheurer,
President, American Culture Association "The popular culture of the United States is as freewheeling and complex as the society it animates. To understand it, one needs assistance. Now
that explanatory road map is provided in this Guide which charts the movements and people
involved and provides a light at the end of the rainbow of dreams and expectations."--Marshall
W. Fishwick, Past President, Popular Culture Association Features of The Guide to United
States Popular Culture: 1,010 pages 1,600 entries 500 contributors Alphabetic entries Entries
range from general topics (golf, film) to specific individuals, items, and events Articles are
supplemented by bibliographies and cross references Comprehensive index
Like the Internet before it, robotics is a socially and economically transformative technology.
Robot Law explores how the increasing sophistication of robots and their widespread
deployment into hospitals, public spaces, and battlefields requires rethinking of a wide variety
of philosophical and public policy issues, including how this technology interacts with existing
legal regimes, and thus may inspire changes in policy and in law. This volume collects the
efforts of a diverse group of scholars who each, in their own way, has worked to overcome
barriers in order to facilitate necessary and timely discussions of a technology in its infancy.
Identifying controversial legal, ethical, and philosophical problems, the authors reveal how
issues surrounding robotics and regulation are more complicated than engineers could have
anticipated, and just how much definitional and applied work remains to be done. This
groundbreaking examination of a brand-new reality will be of interest and of use to a variety of
groups as the authors include engineers, ethicists, lawyers, roboticists, philosophers, and
serving military.
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Mitten im Nebel Biron Farrill ist gerade dabei, seine Studien auf der Erde abzuschließen, als
ihn die Nachricht ereilt, dass sein Vater, der Gutsherr von Widemos, von den Tyranni getötet
wurde. Der Khan der Tyranni unterdrückt die Planeten in seinem kleinen Sternenreich durch
Intrigen und Attentate. Auch Farrills Leben ist jetzt in Gefahr. Zusammen mit seinem Freund
Sander Jonti gelingt ihm die Flucht von der Erde. Vieles spricht dafür, dass es eine geheime
Untergrundorganisation gibt, die die Tyranni stürzen will. Gemeinsam begeben sich Farrill und
Jonti auf die Suche nach den Rebellen ...
As technology advances, society retains its mythical roots—a tendency evident in rock music
and its enduring relationship with myth and science fiction. This study explores the mythical
and fantastic themes of artists from the late 1960s to the mid–1980s, including David Bowie,
Pink Floyd, Jefferson Airplane, Blue Öyster Cult, Iron Maiden, Led Zeppelin and Black
Sabbath. Drawing on insights from Joseph Campbell, J.G. Frazer, Carl Jung and Mircea
Eliade, the author examines how performers have incorporated mythic archetypes and science
fiction imagery into songs that illustrate societal concerns and futuristic fantasies.
A millennium into the future two advances have altered the course of human history: the
colonization of the Galaxy and the creation of the positronic brain. Isaac Asimov's Robot novels
chronicle the unlikely partnership between a New York City detective and a humanoid robot
who must learn to work together. Detective Elijah Baiey is called to the Spacer world Aurora to
solve a bizarre case of roboticide. The prime suspect is a gifted roboticist who had the means,
the motive, and the opportunity to commit the crime. There's only one catch: Baley and his
positronic partner, R. Daneel Olivaw, must prove the man innocent. For in a case of political
intrigue and love between woman and robot gone tragically wrong, there's more at stake than
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simple justice. This time Baley's career, his life, and Earth's right to pioneer the Galaxy lie in
the delicate balance.
A prolific author, Isaac Asimov is most admired for his science fiction, including his collection of
short stories I, Robot and his Robot, Empire and Foundation series novels. While each of
these narratives takes place in a different fictional universe, Asimov asserted at the end of his
career that he had, with his last Robot and Foundation novels, unified them into one coherent
metaseries. This reference work identifies and describes all of the characters, locales, artifacts,
concepts and institutions in Asimov’s metaseries. Mimicking the style of The Encyclopedia
Galactica, the fictional compendium of all human knowledge that features prominently in the
Foundation series, this encyclopedia is an invaluable companion to Asimov’s science fiction
oeuvre.
Neuromorphic and brain-based robotics have enormous potential for furthering our
understanding of the brain. By embodying models of the brain on robotic platforms,
researchers can investigate the roots of biological intelligence and work towards the
development of truly intelligent machines. This book provides a broad introduction to this
groundbreaking area for researchers from a wide range of fields, from engineering to
neuroscience. Case studies explore how robots are being used in current research, including a
whisker system that allows a robot to sense its environment and neurally inspired navigation
systems that show impressive mapping results. Looking to the future, several chapters
consider the development of cognitive, or even conscious robots that display the adaptability
and intelligence of biological organisms. Finally, the ethical implications of intelligent robots are
explored, from morality and Asimov's three laws to the question of whether robots have rights.
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No longer dismissed as "escapist" reading, critics have finally discovered a brave new world of
science fiction and fantasy literature. This book is a long-overdue tribute to this previously
ignored genre, placing these works within a general context of Canadian literature and culture.
Die ferne Zukunft: Eine gewaltige Großstadt überzieht nahezu die gesamte Erde, die
Menschen leben dicht an dicht. Mithilfe der Spacer, Menschen, die vor Generationen die Erde
verlassen und sich auf fremden Planeten angesiedelt haben, wollen die Bewohner der Erde
nun ebenfalls ins All aufbrechen. Das sorgt bei den Spacern für Konflikte, denn während einige
es für unmöglich halten, dass sie noch weitere Welten kolonisieren, wollen andere ihre
Vorherrschaft im All nicht aufgeben. Als das „Gehirn“ eines hochentwickelten humanoiden
Roboters durchbrennt, bittet der Roboter R. Daneel Olivaw seinen Freund, Detective Elijah
Baley von der Erde, um Hilfe. Denn der Einzige, der in der Lage wäre, das Durchbrennen
herbeizuführen, ist Han Fastolfe – der Erfinder der humanoiden Roboter und der größte
Unterstützer der Menschen von der Erde ...
? They are invincible warriors of steel, silky-skinned enticers, stealers of jobs and lovable
goofball sidekicks. Legions of robots and androids star in the dream factories of Hollywood and
leer on pulp magazine covers, instantly recognizable icons of American popular culture. For
two centuries, we have been told tales of encounters with creatures stronger, faster and
smarter than ourselves, making us wonder who would win in a battle between machine and
human. This book examines society’s introduction to robots and androids such as Robby and
Rosie, Elektro and Sparko, Data, WALL-E, C-3PO and the Terminator, particularly before and
after World War II when the power of technology exploded. Learn how robots evolved with the
times and then eventually caught up with and surpassed them.
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Apocalyptic AI, the hope that we might one day upload our minds into machines or cyberspace
and live forever, is a surprisingly wide-spread and influential idea, affecting everything from the
world view of online gamers to government research funding and philosophical thought. In
Apocalyptic AI, Robert Geraci offers the first serious account of this "cyber-theology" and the
people who promote it. Drawing on interviews with roboticists and AI researchers and with
devotees of the online game Second Life, among others, Geraci illuminates the ideas of such
advocates of Apocalyptic AI as Hans Moravec and Ray Kurzweil. He reveals that the rhetoric
of Apocalyptic AI is strikingly similar to that of the apocalyptic traditions of Judaism and
Christianity. In both systems, the believer is trapped in a dualistic universe and expects a
resolution in which he or she will be translated to a transcendent new world and live forever in
a glorified new body. Equally important, Geraci shows how this worldview shapes our culture.
Apocalyptic AI has become a powerful force in modern culture. In this superb volume, he
shines a light on this belief system, revealing what it is and how it is changing society.

"From Robots to Foundations" gives the most detailed timeline possible from the
beginning of spaceflight to the era of the two Foundations that can be compiled from
the novels and stories by Isaac Asimov that are set in the Trantor Universe: the Robot
Series, the Empire Series and the Foundation Series, as well as "Nemesis" and a
couple of short stories. Entries are generally documented and referenced by the
relevant book and chapter. With an illustrated encyclopedia of all the stars and worlds
in Asimov's Galaxy. By the authors of the award-winning novel "Horsemen of Mars"!
Die Maschinenethik arbeitet mit Künstlicher Intelligenz und Robotik zusammen. Sie
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bringt maschinelle Moral hervor und untersucht sie. Ausgangspunkt sind teilautonome
und autonome Systeme, etwa selbstständig fahrende Autos, Serviceroboter,
Kampfroboter und Chatbots. Dieses Handbuch liefert Grundlagen zur Maschinenethik,
erkundet Anwendungsgebiete der Disziplin und stellt Prototypen moralischer
Maschinen vor. Neben der Maschinenethik kommen Roboterethik und
Rechtswissenschaft zu Wort.
"Foundation"--The fledgling Foundation finds itself at the mercy of corrupt warlords
rising in the wake of the receding Empire.
Explores theories on the evolution of technology, the effects that human choice has on
this revolution, and what's in store in the future.
A millennium into the future, two advancements have altered the course of human
history: the colonization of the Galaxy and the creation of the positronic brain. On the
beautiful Outer World planet of Solaria, a handful of human colonists lead a hermit-like
existence, their every need attended to by their faithful robot servants. To this strange
and provocative planet comes Detective Elijah Baley, sent from the streets of New York
with his positronic partner, the robot R. Daneel Olivaw, to solve an incredible murder
that has rocked Solaria to its foundations. The victim had been so reclusive that he
appeared to his associates only through holographic projection. Yet someone had
gotten close enough to bludgeon him to death while robots looked on. Now Baley and
Olivaw are faced with two clear impossibilities: Either the Solarian was killed by one of
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his robots--unthinkable under the laws of Robotics--or he was killed by the woman who
loved him so much that she never came into his presence!
This is an encyclopedic work, arranged by broad categories and then by original
authors, of literary pastiches in which fictional characters have reappeared in new
works after the deaths of the authors that created them. It includes book series that
have continued under a deceased writer's real or pen name, undisguised offshoots
issued under the new writer's name, posthumous collaborations in which a deceased
author's unfinished manuscript is completed by another writer, unauthorized pastiches,
and "biographies" of literary characters. The authors and works are entered under the
following categories: Action and Adventure, Classics (18th Century and Earlier),
Classics (19th Century), Classics (20th Century), Crime and Mystery, Espionage,
Fantasy and Horror, Humor, Juveniles (19th Century), Juveniles (20th Century), Poets,
Pulps, Romances, Science Fiction and Westerns. Each original author entry includes a
short biography, a list of original works, and information on the pastiches based on the
author's characters.
Science fiction is a literary genre based on scientific speculation. Works of science
fiction use the ideas and the vocabulary of all sciences to create valid narratives that
explore the future effects of science on events and human beings. Science Fact and
Science Fiction examines in one volume how science has propelled science-fiction and,
to a lesser extent, how science fiction has influenced the sciences. Although coverage
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will discuss the science behind the fiction from the Classical Age to the present, focus is
naturally on the 19th century to the present, when the Industrial Revolution and
spectacular progress in science and technology triggered an influx of science-fiction
works speculating on the future. As scientific developments alter expectations for the
future, the literature absorbs, uses, and adapts such contextual visions. The goal of the
Encyclopedia is not to present a catalog of sciences and their application in literary
fiction, but rather to study the ongoing flow and counterflow of influences, including how
fictional representations of science affect how we view its practice and disciplines.
Although the main focus is on literature, other forms of science fiction, including film
and video games, are explored and, because science is an international matter, works
from non-English speaking countries are discussed as needed.
Hajime Yoshino ist seit den Siebzigerjahren ein maßgeblicher Protagonist der
Rechtslogik und der Rechtsinformatik in Japan. Der Gelehrtencommunity um Herbert
Fiedler, Arthur Kaufmann, Ulrich Klug, Lothar Philipps, Jürgen Rödig, Ilmar Tammelo
und Ota Weinberger entstammend, hat er sich unermüdlich für die Anwendung der
Logik in der Rechtswissenschaft eingesetzt und damit auch den Weg für die
Rechtsinformatik mitbereitet. Sein Anliegen, das er in der "Logischen Jurisprudenz"
zusammengefasst hat, ist Auftrag und Zeichen, die formalen Wurzeln der
Rechtswissenschaft im Übergangsfeld zur Rechtsinformatik weiterhin zu verstärken
und auszubauen. Professor Hajime Yoshino ist eine angenehme und humorvolle
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Persönlichkeit. Es ist ein Privilegium, ihn treffen zu können. Er regt die Diskussionen an
und wirkt integrativ. Im Zuge der Gestaltung dieses Sammelbandes wurde erneut
deutlich, dass es in der wissenschaftlichen Praxis nicht nur um den Kernbereich der
Anwendung der formalen Logik geht, sondern dass das Wort "Formalisierung" ein
weiteres Feld beschreibt, das – der Avantgarde zugeordnet – durch explizite
Strukturierungen eine intellektuelle Durchdringung des Rechtes und seines Umfeldes
aufbereitet. Die Vielzahl der in diesem Sammelband behandelten Themen gruppiert
sich in unterschiedlicher Intensität um Yoshinos Anliegen einer Rechtswissenschaft, in
welcher der Logik und dem formalen Denken ein grundlegender Stellenwert zukommt.
Is planet earth the end of the line, or is space itself the next stop? Cyberspace. It's
incredible, taking us to any part of the planet we want to visit. But as Paul Levinson
shows in his brilliant new book, when it comes to transport, we're still stuck in the past,
preferring to take our bodies with us. Whether it's trains, yachts, scooters or pogosticks, we're compelled to keep moving, our movements curtailed only by the earth
itself. In our imaginations however, we soar way past the limits of current technology.
With a lucid but reflective style that takes in everything from robots and science fiction
to religion and philosophy, Paul Levinson asks why there is a deep seated human
desire to know what's 'out there'. Why, after getting a man on the moon, did the US
space program develop so slowly? In a world where space is constantly repackaged,
how do we know what real space is? Is our desire to get into space natural, or a
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religious craving, and is it a modern phenomenon, or did our ancestors also dream of
escaping the clutches of Mother Earth? Jam-packed with exciting, innovative, even
revolutionary thinking about our future, Realspace is essential reading for everyone
who has ever sat at their desk, gazed into the distance and imagined boarding a space
shuttle...
Their future depends on oursã Here, some of the most advanced carbon-based minds
in science fiction offer their own unique perspectives on the complex and conflicted
future relationships between mankind and his most brilliant creations--some funny,
some sad, some bizarre, some terrifying, and all beyond anything ever imagined. _Itsy
Bitsy SpiderÓ by James Patrick Kelly _Robots Don't CryÓ by Mike Resnick _London,
Paris, Banana . . . _ by Howard Waldrop _La MacchinaÓ by Chris Beckett _WarmthÓ
by Geoff Ryman _Ancient EnginesÓ by Michael Swanwick _Jimmy Guang's House of
GladmechÓ by Alexander C. Irvine _DropletÓ by Benjamin Rosenbaum _Counting
Cats in ZanzibarÓ by Gene Wolfe _The Birds of Isla MujeresÓ by Steven Popkes
_Heirs of the PerisphereÓ by Howard Waldrop _The Robot's Twilight CompanionÓ by
Tony Daniel At the publisher's request, this title is sold without DRM (Digital Rights
Management).
Detective Elijah Baley--from The Naked Sun and Caves of Steel--is sent to Aurora to
solve the murder of a humaniform robot.
Alphabetically arranged entries in five chronological volumes focus on individual
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authors, works, and topics related to multiethnic American literature.
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