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The Government Of Risk
Understanding Risk Regulation
Regimes
Discover analytical tools and practices to help
improve the quality of risk management in
government organizations Federal agencies
increasingly recognize the importance of active risk
management to help ensure that they can carry out
their missions. High impact events, once thought to
occur only rarely, now occur with surprising
frequency. Managing Risk in Government Agencies
and Programs provides insight into the increasingly
critical role of effective risk management, while
offering analytical tools and promising practices that
can help improve the quality of risk management in
government organizations. Includes chapters that
contribute to the knowledge of government
executives and managers who want to establish or
implement risk management, and especially
Enterprise Risk Management (ERM), in their
agencies Features chapters written by federal risk
managers, public administration practitioners, and
scholars Showing government officials how to
improve their organization's risk management
capabilities, Managing Risk in Government Agencies
and Programs meets a growing demand from federal
departments and agencies that find themselves
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increasingly embarrassed by risky events that raise
questions about their ability to carry out their
missions.
In this penetrating account of the impacts of risk on
everyday life, Gabe Mythen provides a theoretically
informed overview of the regulation of crime and
security in a globalized world. By explicating the
relationships between risk and crime, security and
justice, the text applies risk to specific incidents and
events, scrutinizing social processes and cultural
practices, and illumining some of the central social
and political issues of the modern age. Extending
across a range of domains – including law, the
environment, media and politics – Mythen embarks
on a conceptual and critical exploration of risk
theory. In doing so, his incisive text presents both a
critical evaluation of the efficacy of competing
perspectives on risk, and an authoritative appraisal
of the place of risk within the social sciences.
Freie Märkte, smarte junge Erfinder und
Wagniskapital treiben die Wirtschaft voran; der Staat
stört dabei nur und muss daher nach Kräften
zurückgedrängt werden. Wie ein Mantra wird dieser
oberste Glaubensartikel des Neoliberalismus seit
Jahrzehnten wiederholt – aber stimmt er auch? Die
Ökonomin Mariana Mazzucato, die seit Jahren über
den Zusammenhang zwischen Innovation und
Wachstum forscht, beweist das Gegenteil: Wann
und wo immer technologische Innovationen zu
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wirtschaftlichem Aufschwung und Wohlstand geführt
haben, hatte ein aktiver Staat die Hand im Spiel. Von
der Elektrifizierung bis zum Internet – Motor der
Entwicklung, oft bis zur Markteinführung, war stets
der Staat. Apples Welterfolg gründet auf
Technologien, die sämtlich durch die öffentliche
Hand gefördert wurden; innovative Medikamente, für
die die Pharmaindustrie ihren Kunden gern hohe
Entwicklungskosten in Rechnung stellt, stammen
fast ausnahmslos aus staatlicher Forschung.
Innovationen und nachhaltiges Wachstum, das
derzeit alle fordern, werden also kaum von der Börse
kommen. Viel eher von einem Staat, der seine
angestammte Rolle neu besetzt, sein einzigartiges
Kapital nutzt und mit langem Atem
Zukunftstechnologien wie den Ausbau erneuerbarer
Energien vorantreibt. Ein brandaktuelles Buch, das
die aktuelle Diskussion über die Zukunft der
Wirtschaft und die Rolle des Staates vom Kopf auf
die Füße stellt.
This book focuses on regulatory reforms and the
autonomization and agencification of public sector
organizations across Europe, Canada, New Zealand
and Australia. The central argument of the book is
that regulation and agencification occur and perform
in tandem. Comparative analysis on the processes,
effects and implications of regulatory reform and the
establishment of semi-independent agencies are
undertaken, and the practice of trade-offs between
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political control and agency autonomy is explored.
The contributors also discuss the challenges of
fragmentation, coordination, 'joined-up' government
and other government initiatives in the aftermath of
the New Public Management movement and its
focus on agencification. Finally, the complexity of
deregulation/re-regulation, new emergent forms of
regulation, control and auditing as well as
reassertion of the centre are examined. Until now,
there has been little attempt to link the study on
regulation and regulatory reforms with that of
autonomous central agencies. In this book the two
fields are brought together. Autonomy and
Regulation will find its audience amongst scholars
and researchers working in the areas of political
science, public administration and public
management, organization theory, institutional
analyses and comparative administration. It will also
appeal to scholars and those directly involved in
public sector and regulatory reforms including
politicians and managers.
Understanding Disaster Risk: A Multidimensional
Approach presents the first principle from the
UNISDR Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction, 2015-2030. The framework includes a
discussion of risk and resilience from both a
theoretical and governance perspective in light of
ideas that are shaping our common future. In
addition, it presents innovative tools and best
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practices in reducing risk and building resilience.
Combining the applications of social, financial,
technological, design, engineering and nature-based
approaches, the volume addresses rising global
priorities and focuses on strengthening the global
understanding of vulnerability, displaced
communities, cultural heritages and cultural identity.
Readers will gain a multifaceted understanding of
disaster, addressing both historic and contemporary
issues. Focusing on the various dimensions of
disaster risk, the book details natural and social
components of risk and the challenges posed to risk
assessment models under the climate change
paradigm. Addresses the current challenges in policy
and practice for building resilience strategies Follows
the global frameworks for disaster risk reduction and
sustainability, specifically the UNISDR Sendai
Framework for DRR, 2015-2030 Aids in
understanding the natural and social components of
risk in a diverse and globalized world Presents the
challenges posed to risk assessment models under
the climate change paradigm
This book examines the calculation and evaluation of
regulatory costs by regulators in accordance with a
legislative mandate. A serious limitation in that
enterprise, the possibility of technological change
and innovation, often compromises those efforts and
has long been under-appreciated in standard ‘costbenefit analysis.’ Regulators who study the
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inducement of innovation and the avoidance of
regulatory costs by the regulated often find
significant cost-saving opportunities, leading to more
stringent and more effective risk governance.
Ultimately, the weighing of costs in this more
elaborate model is more than simple welfare
maximization. It views regulatory costs as important
to society for a range of reasons, some grounded in
fairness and some in deliberative process values, as
a society seeks to minimize all costs over time.
Sound risk management often involves a
combination of both mathematical and practical
aspects. Taking this into account, Understanding
Risk: The Theory and Practice of Financial Risk
Management explains how to understand financial
risk and how the severity and frequency of losses
can be controlled. It combines a quantitative
approach with a
"Across the globe, a consensus is emerging on the
central importance of risk information in disaster risk
management. When risks are quantified and the
potential impacts of hazards are anticipated,
governments, communities, and individuals are able to
make more informed decisions. This publication
highlights some of the influential efforts—by technical
specialists, institutions, and governments around the
world—to create and communicate risk information
quickly and at low cost, to improve the quality and
transparency of risk information, and to enable more
local engagement in the production of authoritative risk
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information than ever before. Case studies spanning 40
countries and contributed by more than 50 institutions
showcase emerging best practices, demonstrate how
risk assessments are being used to inform disaster risk
management and broader development, and highlight
lessons learned through these efforts. "
The Government of RiskUnderstanding Risk Regulation
RegimesOUP Oxford
There are some policies which represent genuine efforts
to confront long-term challenges on a cross-government
basis, such as the Better Care Fund, which aims to
improve the integration of health and social care services
for older and disabled people. Whitehall is developing
useful tools. The National Risk Register assesses
probabilities like natural disasters and terrorist attacks.
Whole of Government Accounts provide deeper
understanding of matters such as the £2,893 billion longterm liabilities of Government. However, there is no
comprehensive understanding across Government as a
whole of the future risks and challenges facing the UK.
The most surprising and urgent gap found was in HM
Treasury. There is not sufficient evidence that it has
absorbed a key lesson of the 2007-08 financial crash.
The Treasury does contingency planning, and the Bank
of England's role and structures have been
strengthened. Yet financial and economic risks are not
included in the Government's National Risk Register, so
the Government does not consider these systemic risks
alongside other, non-financial risks, such as pandemic
flu and antimicrobial resistance. Furthermore, different
responsibilities and functions are divided between the
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Bank of England, Financial Conduct Authority and the
Treasury. The Treasury should undertake planning for a
range of crisis scenarios, based on a broad range of
forecasts, data sources and assumptions, and which
may be triggered by non-financial as well as financial
events. It should conduct desk-top exercises to test
institutional responses and systemic resilience. This
should inform a wider programme of cross-government
exercises to test policy resilience.
Providing a catalogue of suggested solutions for different
categories of issues, this book offers a balanced
overview and methodological examples for the practical
implementation of the CRA. It considers CRA in the
USA, Europe and Germany, using case studies to
analyze and exemplify the decision-making processes
and challenges involved. The authors then go on to look
at the practical lessons learned from these case studies,
together with an in-depth discussion of the underlying
scientific hypotheses. Sound scientific knowledge for
everyone who makes decisions, whether government
ministers, regulators, or company directors.
In an age of austerity, public leaders and managers face
a range of external challenges - fiscal, social and
political. Combining theoretical insight, empirical
commentary and practical experience, this book
examines how democratic political systems work and
how public decisions are made - and how they could be
made better.
Safety Science Research: Evolution, Challenges and
New Directions provides a unique perspective into the
latest developments of safety science by putting
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together, for the first time, a new generation of authors
with some of the pioneers of the field. Forty years ago,
research traditions were developed, including, among
others, high-reliability organisations, cognitive system
engineering or safety regulations. In a fast-changing
world, the new generation introduces, in this book, new
disciplinary insights, addresses contemporary empirical
issues, develops new concepts and models while
remaining critical of safety research practical ambitions.
Their ideas are then reflected and discussed by some of
the pioneers of safety science. Features Allows the
reader to discover how contemporary safety issues are
currently framed by a new generation of researchers,
brought together for the first time Includes an
introduction and guide to the development of safety
science over the last four decades Features an
extraordinary collection of expert contributors, including
pioneers of safety research, reflecting the evolution of
the discipline and offering insightful commentary on the
current and future state of the field Serves as an
invaluable reference and guide for safety professionals
and students from any established disciplines such as
sociology, engineering, psychology, political science or
management as well as dedicated safety programmes
Some figures in the eBook are in colour
In this book the authors demonstrate how the economics
of insurance, risk reduction, and damage control or
limitation can be combined with concepts of collective
choice and collective behavior to improve analysis of the
escalating threats faced by alliances throughout the
world. The book develops a theory of risk management
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as integrating likelihood of loss, magnitude of loss, and
isolation from loss into a consolidated model. It extends
existing concepts of individual risk management by a
single person to decision theory for an entire country,
managed by a government bureaucracy and lodged in a
universe of overlapping alliances. The authors uncover a
tendency, inherent in any bureaucracy for policy
coordination in the realm of risk control to fail because of
misunderstanding, disinterest, or perverse incentives.
Understanding such incentives is essential to any sort of
progress in risk management of proliferating national and
global threats. Self-protection aims to reduce the
chances of loss. This reduction may require the use, or
threat or promise of use, of defensive military weapons
or, depending on context, the use of offensive military
weapons. Japan's constitution limits Japan to use of
defensive measures only, even if Japan and the USA
have formed a military alliance. This places Japan at an
“economic corner solution” of providing only selfinsurance. However, the Abe government intends to
change the interpretation of the constitution so that
Japan can provide a full range of self-protection as well
as self-insurance. With the prospect of such
constitutional change, this book becomes of special
relevance to Japan's national security.
This book proposes three normative frameworks pertaining to
risk-measurement, disclosure and governance using expert
opinion and data from the top 429 non-financial companies
(of the NIFTY 500 index) over a 10-year period. The book
offers a novel contribution to the global literature on
disclosure quality by presenting a composite measure of the
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quality as well as quantity of risk disclosures. Focusing on the
quality of risk disclosures and risk governance structures, and
using sophisticated methodology to tackle the issue of
endogeneity, the book explores the important yet uncharted
confluence of accounting information, risk and corporate
governance. It addresses the interplay between three facets
of risk, and is corroborated by practitioners’ perspectives as
well as case studies. It is an excellent resource for
practitioners, professionals and policy-makers, in addition to
researchers working on the topic.
Understanding Risk addresses a central dilemma of risk
decisionmaking in a democracy: detailed scientific and
technical information is essential for making decisions, but the
people who make and live with those decisions are not
scientists. The key task of risk characterization is to provide
needed and appropriate information to decisionmakers and
the public. This important new volume illustrates that making
risks understandable to the public involves much more than
translating scientific knowledge. The volume also draws
conclusions about what society should expect from risk
characterization and offers clear guidelines and principles for
informing the wide variety of risk decisions that face our
increasingly technological society. Understanding Risk
Frames fundamental questions about what risk
characterization means. Reviews traditional definitions and
explores new conceptual and practical approaches. Explores
how risk characterization should inform decisionmakers and
the public. Looks at risk characterization in the context of the
entire decisionmaking process. Understanding Risk discusses
how risk characterization has fallen short in many recent
controversial decisions. Throughout the text, examples and
case studies--such as planning for the long-term ecological
health of the Everglades or deciding on the operation of a
waste incinerator--bring key concepts to life. Understanding
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Risk will be important to anyone involved in risk issues:
federal, state, and local policymakers and regulators; risk
managers; scientists; industrialists; researchers; and
concerned individuals.
Uses a policy regime approach to conduct a comparative
analysis of the public policies of shale gas in Eastern Europe.
Why are vast sums spent on controlling some risks but not
others? Is there any logic to the techniques we use in risk
regulation? These key questions are explored as this text
exposes the components of risk regulation systems.
International Investment for Sustainable Development
critically examines the interface between sustainability,
development, and the governance of international investment.
It challenges the conventional view that foreign direct
investment is a 'miracle drug' for developing countries and
exposes serious shortcomings in the current international
investment regime. Composed of norms, agreements, treaties
and regulations, the emerging investment regime expands
the rights of transnational corporations (TNCs) without
commensurate rewards for the common good. Drawing on
both research and engaged advocacy, the contributors
ultimately map out a new way forward, towards the creation
and implementation of international investment rules that will
promote global sustainability and equity.
This book outlines and systematises findings from a growing
body of research that examines the different rationales,
dimensions and dynamics of risk-taking in current societies;
providing insight into the different motivations and social roots
of risk-taking to advance scholarly debates and improve
social regulation. Conceptually, the book goes beyond
common approaches which problematise socially undesirable
risk-taking, or highlight the alluring character of risk-taking.
Instead, it follows a broadly interpretivist approach and
engages in examining motives, control, routinisation,
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reflexivity, skills, resources, the role of identity in risk-taking
and how these are rooted in and framed by different social
forces. Zinn draws on qualitative studies from different
theoretical and conceptual backgrounds such as
phenomenology, hermeneutics, pragmatism, feminism, class
analysis, theory of practice and discourse analysis among
others, to outline key distinctions and concepts central to the
understanding of risk-taking. It will be a key resource for
everyone who is concerned with the understanding and
management of risk-taking in all kinds of social domains, such
as immigration, youth, leisure sports, crime, health, finance,
and social policy.
Critical Infrastructure (CI) is fundamental to the functioning of
a modern economy, and consequently, maintaining CI
security is paramount. However, despite all the security
technology available for threats and risks to CI, this crucial
area often generates more fear than rational discussion.
Apprehension unfortunately prompts many involved in CI
policy to default to old-fashioned intuition rather than depend
on modern concrete risk assessment as the basis for vital
security decisions. Going beyond definitions, Critical
Infrastructure: Understanding Its Component Parts,
Vulnerabilities, Operating Risks, and Interdependencies looks
at the iron triangle within CI: power, telecom, and finance. It
introduces the concept of CI as an industrial and enterprise
risk conductor, highlighting the reality that a CI failure can
propagate a crisis with far-reaching repercussions. Focuses
on Canada and the US Equally for a Useful Cross-Border
Security Analysis With $2.5 trillion at stake in United States’
CI alone, supreme standards and metrics are mandatory for
solid protection of such a sophisticated and complex area.
This powerful volume is dedicated to moving CI security into
the 21st century, illustrating the danger in basing critical CI
policy decisions on the existing legacy frames of reference. It
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represents one of the first complete departures from policy,
planning, and response strategies based on intuition and
anecdotal evidence.

Winner of the 2017 Most Promising New Textbook
Award by Textbook & Academic Authors Association
(TAA)! Practical guide to implementing Enterprise
Risk Management processes and procedures in
government organizations Enterprise Risk
Management: A Guide for Government
Professionals is a practical guide to all aspects of
risk management in government organizations at the
federal, state, and local levels. Written by Dr. Karen
Hardy, one of the leading ERM practitioners in the
Federal government, the book features a nononsense approach to establishing and sustaining a
formalized risk management approach, aligned with
the ISO 31000 risk management framework.
International Organization for Standardization
guidelines are explored and clarified, and case
studies illustrate their real-world application and
implementation in US government agencies. Tools,
including a sample 90-day action plan, sample risk
management policy, and a comprehensive
implementation checklist allow readers to
immediately begin applying the information
presented. The book also includes results of Hardy's
ERM Core Competency Survey for the Public
Sector; which offers an original in-depth analysis of
the Core Competency Skills recommended by
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federal, state and local government risk
professionals. It also provides a side-by-side
comparison of how federal government risk
professionals view ERM versus their state and local
government counterparts. Enterprise Risk
Management provides actionable guidance toward
creating a solid risk management plan for agencies
at any risk level. The book begins with a basic
overview of risk management, and then delves into
government-specific topics including: U.S. Federal
Government Policy on Risk Management Federal
Manager's Financial Integrity Act GAO Standards for
internal control Government Performance Results
Modernization Act The book also provides a
comparative analysis of ERM frameworks and
standards, and applies rank-specific advice to
employees including Budget Analysts, Program
Analysts, Management Analysts, and more. The
demand for effective risk management specialists is
growing as quickly as the risk potential. Government
employees looking to implement a formalized risk
management approach or in need of increasing their
general understanding of this subject matter will find
Enterprise Risk Management a strategically
advantageous starting point.
This book presents a framework, the Urban Risk
Assessment, for assessing disaster and climate risk
in cities which is intended to assist in decisionmaking, urban planning, and designing risk
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management programs. The approach seeks to
strengthen coherence and consensus within and
across cities in understanding and planning for risk
from natural disasters and climate change. The
target audience for this book includes policy makers,
urban practitioners and technical staff, and
international organizations. The Urban Risk
Assessment is a flexible approach based on three
reinforcing pillars that collectively contribute to the
understanding of urban risk: a hazard impact
assessment, an institutional assessment, and a
socioeconomic assessment. The URA is designed to
allow flexibility in how it is applied dependent on
available financial resources, available data relating
to hazards and its population, and institutional
capacity of a given city. Based on the identified
needs and priorities, city governments can select the
most appropriate level of risk assessment. Chapters
1 and 2 of the book are aimed at policy makers with
information on why and how to invest in measures
that strengthen the understanding of urban risk;
Chapter 1 provides background information on the
growing importance of disaster and climate risk
management strategies at the city level and Chapter
2 provides guidance on how to operationalize and
mainstream the Urban Risk Assessment with
ongoing urban management and development
activities. Chapters 3 and 4 are aimed at
practitioners, and provide details on the conceptual
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approach, components, uses, and monitoring
requirements for carrying out an Urban Risk
Assessment.
In an era of globalisation, syndicated lending and
consolidation within the banking industry, virtually all
industries will have international dealings, whether
directly or indirectly, and will therefore be exposed to
consequential risks. An understanding of
international risk, from that of bank of country failure
to the idiosyncrasies of different regulatory
frameworks, is essential for the modern banker. This
book gives the reader a thorough understanding of
how to calculate, analyse and manage such risks.
The book looks at the factors influencing the level of
preparedness of communities exposed to flooding. It
is based on original research carried out in twelve
areas in southern Poland that suffered serious flood
damage in the past thirty years. The underlying
research was intended, on the one hand, to verify
modern concepts explaining the behaviour of people
who were exposed to natural hazards and, on the
other, to explore the influence of the local natural,
social, historical and economic contexts that could
modify that behaviour. The book has three main
threads: the social memory of floods and their image
as it evolves in time; the influence of social and
economic conditions (social vulnerability) on the
preparedness to take on flood mitigation measures;
and the role of risk communication in strengthening
Page 17/24

Acces PDF The Government Of Risk
Understanding Risk Regulation Regimes
flood resilience. The main body of the work is based
on 1) surveys carried out among the flood-affected
population and members of local crisis services, 2)
interviews with the flood-affected population and with
members of administration and services (Police, Fire
Dept.) with a history of rescue missions, and 3) an
analysis of social media content and of local
administration and government agency websites and
land-use planning documents. The primary data
collected by the authors was supplemented by
statistics on the impact of floods occurring in the
study areas. The data is presented in tables, graphs
and maps for easier comprehension. The book is
aimed at researchers and students, as well as at
practitioners interested in risk perception, flood
memories, social vulnerability & resilience studies,
social capacity building, risk communication &
education.
Discretion has re-emerged as an issue of central
importance for welfare professionals over the last
two decades in the face of an intensification of
management culture across the public sector. This
book presents an innovative framework for the
analysis of discretion, offering three accounts of the
managerial role - the domination model, the street
level model and the author's alternative discursive
perspective. These different regimes of discretion
are examined through a case study within a social
services department, comparing and contrasting
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social work discretion in an Older Persons Team and
a Mental Health Team. This innovative, theoretical
and empirical analysis will be of great interest to
postgraduate students and researchers in social
work and related disciplines including social policy,
public administration and organizational studies, as
well as professionals in social work, health and
education.
Leiss shows that both risk management and risk
communication, when properly constructed, require
an elaborate process because the very things that
can cause harm are in most cases the same things
that bring us great benefits, such as paper mills,
electricity from nuclear power generating stations, or
wireless telecommunications.
The report takes stock of progress made by
Mongolia in the management of its environment
since 1987. It covers legal and policy frameworks,
compliance assurance, greening the economy,
environmental monitoring, public participation and
education for sustainable development. It addresses
issues specific to the country related to air
protection, biodiversity conservation, as well as
water, waste and land management. It also
examines the efforts of Mongolia to integrate
environmental considerations in its policies in the
forestry and health sectors.
This book presents work that has been conducted as part of
the research project "Discourse on ethical questions of
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biomedicine" of the interdisciplinary Working Group Bioethics
and Science Communication at the Max-Delbrueck-Center for
Molecular Medicine (MDC)in Berlin-Buch, Germany. This
book offers ground-breaking ideas on how the daily
interworking of cutting-edge biomedical research assess the
broader social context and its communication to stakeholders
and the public. Editors cover three aspects: Scientific, Ethical
and Legal, and Perception and Communication. This work
establishes an international and interdisciplinary network of
excellent researchers at the beginning of their careers, who
brilliantly integrate their work into the different perspectives on
gene therapy from the natural and social sciences, as well as
the humanities and law. * Discusses biological and cellular
barriers limiting the clinical application of nonviral gene
delivery systems * Addresses such questions as: Does patent
granting hinder the development of Gene Therapy products?
* Offers insight in the future of public perception of gene
therapy in Europe * Provides details on how to communicate
risks in gene therapy
An accessible and detailed overview of the risks posed by
financial institutions Understanding Systemic Risk in Global
Financial Markets offers an accessible yet detailed overview
of the risks to financial stability posed by financial institutions
designated as systemically important. The types of firms
covered are primarily systemically important banks, nonbanks, and financial market utilities such as central
counterparties. Written by Aron Gottesman and Michael
Leibrock, experts on the topic of systemic risk, this vital
resource puts the spotlight on coherency, practitioner
relevance, conceptual explanations, and practical exposition.
Step by step, the authors explore the specific regulations
enacted before and after the credit crisis of 2007-2009 to
promote financial stability. The text also examines the criteria
used by financial regulators to designate firms as systemically
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important. The quantitative and qualitative methods to
measure the ongoing risks posed by systemically important
financial institutions are surveyed. A review of the regulations
that identify systemically important financial institutions The
tools to use to detect early warning indications of default A
review of historical systemic events their common causes
Techniques to measure interconnectedness Approaches for
ranking the order the institutions which pose the greatest
degree of default risk to the industry Understanding Systemic
Risk in Global Financial Markets offers a must-have guide to
the fundamentals of systemic risk and the key critical policies
that work to reduce systemic risk and promoting financial
stability.
An introduction to the practical and theoretical issues that are
central to the study of regulation, which a particular focus on
contested areas and how they are dealt with.
During recent years, news headlines have been rife with
criticisms of the risk management practices of public and
private sector entities. These criticisms have often been
accompanied by calls for greater transparency in the way
government entities manage risks and communicate dangers
to the public. Similarly, in the private sector, the
internationalization of economic activity has heightened
concerns over the potential adverse implications of
mismanagement and financial scandals, and has led to calls
for greater regulation and supervision. While the responses of
public sector agencies and private sector actors to these
challenges have differed, they share a common
acknowledgement that effective governance relies on the proactive identification, assessment, and management of risks
as well as appropriate regulatory frameworks. This edited
book covers a number of divergent topics illustrating the
emergence of several novel themes in the area of economic
and social risk. As a commonality, these novel themes relate
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to the growing complexity in which human activity in this late
stage of capitalist development is embedded. This riskgenerating complexity, in turn, can be observed at several
levels, including workplace hazards, governance problems
within the private sector or within the intersection of private
and public, and in relation to the economic risks faced by
larger entities such as individual countries.
This book breaks new ground by creating a framework to
understand clients’ actions and needs. Most construction
management books focus on improving the construction
process; this one focuses on a better engagement with the
client. It challenges conceptions of both the construction
industry and clients’ businesses so that a more effective
process and greater client satisfaction can be achieved. The
book suggests that ‘buildings are not about building but
about changing and developing the client’. The technical,
organisational and psychological aspects of this are
described and analysed in detail so that current experience
can be explained and better practice determined. The book
offers well-researched information about clients in a number
of sectors - developers, supermarkets, NHS, government,
airports and housing associations - which will help you
understand what these client’s business or service needs are
and how construction fits into this. It demonstrates how to
develop an appreciation of the client’s perspective with a
toolkit for ensuring successful client engagement. This makes
Understanding the Construction Client a user-friendly and
practical guide, as well as significant text for academia.
A risk conundrum can be viewed as a risk that poses major
issues in assessment, and whose management is not easily
engaged. Such perplexing problems can either paralyze or
badly delay risk analysis and directions for progression.
Rather than simply focusing on the progress in risk analysis
that has already been made, it is crucial to consider what has
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been learnt about these seemingly unmanageable problems
and how best to move forward. Risk Conundrums seeks to
answer this question by bringing together a range of key
thinkers in the field to explore key issues such as risk
communication, uncertainty, social trust, indicators and
metrics, and risk management, drawing upon case study
examples including natural disasters, terrorism, and energy
transitions. The initial chapters address risk conundrums,
their properties, and the challenges they pose. The book then
turns to a greater emphasis on systemic and regional risk
conundrums. Finally, it considers how risk management can
be changed to address these unsolvable conundrums.
Alternative pathways are defined and scrutinized and
predictions for future developments set out. This book will be
of great interest to students and scholars of risk governance,
environmental policy, and sustainable development.
The budgetary squeeze occurring at all levels of government
in the 1990s has made it obvious that the nation cannot
address every existing and prospective environmental
problem. Criticism of current programs focuses especially on
the low levels of risk posed by many of the problems being
subjected to regulation while more important problems may
go unaddressed. Comparative risk assessment is increasingly
advanced as the appropriate means for setting realistic
priorities. Comparing Environmental Risks: Tools for Setting
Government Priorities illuminates the increased efforts of the
executive branch of the federal government to use risk
assessment in its decisionmaking. While the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency pioneered the use of
comparative risk assessment (CRA) in its programs and
routinely uses risk assessments of individual pollutants, the
agency has not made use of CRA throughout the full range of
its activities. Nor has any other federal agency. The
President's Office of Science and Technology Policy has
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sought the assistance of Resources for the Future in
formulating methods to make broader use of CRA throughout
the executive branch. RFF's Center for Risk Management
commissioned background papers from leading experts on
CRA for presentation at a meeting with federal regulatory
officials in February 1994. Comparing Environmental Risks
presents the papers of this workshop, revised to include input
from the meeting. The book outlines the evolution of CRA and
its surrounding controversy, summarizes lessons learned
from past efforts at implementation, and identifies new ways
for using CRA. Representing the state of the art on
programmatic CRA, the methodological analyses and
practical recommendations contained in Comparing
Environmental Risks will be invaluable to all public officials
and other analysts faced with the challenge of setting
environmental priorities. Interested members of the public will
also receive insight into an increasingly important public
policy tool.
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