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The Archaeology Of Crete An Introduction
Before Sir Arthur Evans, the principal object of Greek prehistoric archaeology was the reconstruction of history in relation to myth. European
travellers to Greece viewed its picturesque ruins as the gateway to mythical times, while Heinrich Schliemann, at the end of the nineteenth
century, allegedly uncovered at Troy and Mycenae the legendary cities of the Homeric epics. It was Evans who, in his controversial
excavations at Knossos, steered Aegean archaeology away from Homer towards the broader Mediterranean world. Yet in so doing he is
thought to have done his own inventing, recreating the Cretan Labyrinth via the Bronze Age myth of the Minotaur. Nanno Marinatos
challenges the entrenched idea that Evans was nothing more than a flamboyant researcher who turned speculation into history. She argues
that Evans was an excellent archaeologist, one who used scientific observation and classification. Evans's combination of anthropology,
comparative religion and analysis of cultic artefacts enabled him to develop a bold new method which Sir James Frazer called 'mental
anthropology'. It was this approach that led him to propose remarkable ideas about Minoan religion, theories that are now being vindicated as
startling new evidence comes to light. Examining the frescoes from Akrotiri, on Santorini, that are gradually being restored, the author
suggests that Evans's hypothesis of one unified goddess of nature is the best explanation of what they signify. Evans was in 1901 ahead of
his time in viewing comparable Minoan scenes as a blend of ritual action and mythic imagination. Nanno Marinatos is a leading authority on
Minoan religion. In this latest book she combines history, archaeology and myth to bold and original effect, offering a wholly new appraisal of
Evans and the significance of his work. Sir Arthur Evans and Minoan Crete will be essential reading for all students of Minoan civilization, as
well as an irresistible companion for travellers to Crete.
A synthesis of research on the material culture of Greece in the Archaic and Classical periods.
This volume presents the papers of an international colloquium on the archaeology of houses and households in ancient Crete held in
Ierapetra in May 2005. The 38 papers presented here range from a discussion of household activities at Final Neolithic Phaistos to the
domestic correlates of “globalization” during the early Roman Empire. These studies demonstrate a variety of methodological approaches
currently employed for understanding houses and household activities. Key themes include understanding the built environment in all of its
manifestations, the variability of domestic organization, the role of houses and households in mediating social (and perhaps even ethnic)
identity within a community or region, household composition, and of course, household activities of all types, ranging from basic subsistence
needs to production and consumption at a suprahousehold level.
Discusses the archaeological excavations of ancient Crete and what they have revealed about life there between 3000 B.C. and 1100 B.C.

As researchers bring their analytic skills to bear on contemporary archaeological tourism, they find that it is as much about the
present as the past. Philip Duke’s study of tourists gazing at the remains of Bronze Age Crete highlights this nexus between past
and present, between exotic and mundane. Using personal diaries, ethnographic interviews, site guidebooks, and tourist
brochures, Duke helps us understand the impact that archaeological sites, museums and the constructed past have on tourists’
view of their own culture, how it legitimizes class inequality at home as well as on the island of Crete, both Minoan and modern.
The Plain of Phaistos presents the results on an interdisciplinary regional field project (1984-1987) carried out on the island Of
Crete. This volume traces the changing patterns of settlement and cycles of social complexity from the Late Neolithic period to the
present day within the heartland of the state of Phaistos. The authors and contributors publish geological, archaeological,
environmental, botanical, historical and ethnographic studies that establish the regional identity of the Western Mesara. Using a
combination of empirical, processual and post-processual theoretical approaches, the volume investigates a central problem - how
and why did the Bronze Age and Classical states arise at Phaistos?
A new look at the Cult of the Saints in late antiquity: Did it really dominate Christianity in late antique Rome?
Ancient Crete provides an integrated, up-to-date chronological examination of Prehistoric Crete during the extent of the Minoan
civilization, incorporating a century of archaeological discoveries made on the island within a single intellectual and theoretical
framework. Driessen argues for a fresh interpretation of Minoan society based on the archaeological material, challenging the
traditional top-down approach which situates the palaces as rulers of every aspect of life. With a large number of illustrations, it
explores the important sites and themes of this crucial Bronze Age period in the Prehistoric Aegean.

This book examines the rich corpus of mosaics created in Crete during the Roman and Late Antique eras. It provides
essential information on the style, iconography and chronology of the material, as well as discussion of the craftspeople
who created them and the technologies they used. The contextualized mosaic evidence also reveals a new
understanding of Roman and Late Antique Crete. It helps shed light on the processes by which Crete became part of the
Roman Empire, its subsequent Christianization and the pivotal role the island played in the Mediterranean network of
societies during these periods. This book provides an original approach to the study of mosaics and an innovative
method of presenting a diachronic view of provincial Cretan society.
A reassessment of artistic relationships between ancient Greece and other regions of the Aegean basin
In this book Michael Morris presents a detailed study of the prehistoric landscape in three regions of Crete. He examines
the development, stability, and physio-chemical composition of selected soils near three archaeological sites: Karphi, a
Late Minoan IIIC "Refuge Site"; Chrysokamino, a Final Neolithic to Late Minoan IIIB Farmhouse; Vronda and Kastro near
Kavousi, two Late Minoan IIIC to Geometric Sites. Morris offers conclusions on the history of the Cretan landscape and
its formation processes, and how those processes contribute to our understanding of the human use of the landscape.
The book will interest anyone involved with the archaeology of Minoan Crete, as well as those who study the pedological
history of other regions.
Richard B. Seager excavated the Minoan town and cemetery at Pseira in 1906-1907, but the work was not fully
published. The Temple University excavations (1985-1994) under the direction of Philip Betancourt and Costis Davaras
conducted an intensive surface survey of the island. The results of the survey on the small island off the northeast coast
of Crete are published in two volumes. Pseira VIII presents the results from the corollary studies that accompany the
surface survey.
In commemoration of the work of Mervyn Popham this festschrift contains 22 essays concerned with the archaeology of
Crete and Euboea. Studies include an examination of the role of Crete in Homeric epic, a consideration of the role of the
`little palace' and some ofthe Middle Minoan pottery found by Evans at Knossos is reexamined. Essays on Euboea
include `Knossos and Lefkandi: the Attic connections' and `Euobean Phylla and greek barracks'. Contributors are:
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Sinclair Hood, Colin F Macdonald, Elizabeth Schofield, Eleni Hatzaki, Peter Warren, Hugh Sackett, Doniert Evely, H W
Catling, Judith Weingarten, Susan Sherratt, Dyfri Williams, E Sapouna-Sakellaraki, Angelika Andreiomenou, Irene S
Lemods, R W V Catling, J N Coldstream, Angeliki Lebessi, John Boardman, J J Coulton, Evi Touloupa.
More than 100 years ago Sir Arthur Evans' spade made the first cut into the earth above the now well-known Palace at
Knossos. His research at the Kephala hill as well as contemporary fieldwork at further sites on Crete saw the birth of a
new discipline: Minoan Archaeology. Since these beginnings in the first decades of the 20th century, the investigation of
Bronze Age Crete has experienced fundamental progress. The impressive wealth of new data relating to the sites and
material culture of this Bronze Age society and its impact beyond the island's shores, the refinement of its chronology,
the constant development of hermeneutical approaches to social, religious or political issues, and new methods and
instruments employed for the exploration and conservation of the archaeological remains have shaped the dynamic
trajectory of this discipline for more than a century. In March 2011 - exactly 111 years after the beginning of Evans' work
at Knossos - a conference on Minoan Archaeology took place at Heidelberg with the aim to outline current trends and
prospects of this scientific field, by setting up an open dialogue between renowned scholars and the young generation of
researchers. The present volume brings together most of the papers presented during the conference. They are
subsumed under six chapters highlighting current key issues in the study of Bronze Age Crete with a pronounced focus
on the broad subject of society.
The Archaeology of CreteBiblo & Tannen PublishersArchaeology of CreteAn Introduction : with 50 Plates, 53 Text
Illustrations and 24 MapsThe Archaeology of CreteAn IntroductionThe Archaeology of CreteAn IntrodThe Archaeology of
Crete , an Introduction. With 50 Plates, 53 Text Illus., and 24 MapsThe Archaeology of CreteAn IntroductionThe
Archaeology of Minoan CreteRandom House (UK)
The last several decades have seen a dramatic increase in interest in the Roman period on the island of Crete. Ongoing
and some long-standing excavations and investigations of Roman sites and buildings, intensive archaeological survey of
Roman areas, and intensive research on artifacts, history, and inscriptions of the island now provide abundant data for
assessing Crete alongside other Roman provinces. New research has also meant a reevaluation of old data in light of
new discoveries, and the history and archaeology of Crete is now being rewritten. The breadth of topics addressed by the
papers in this volume is an indication of Crete’s vast archaeological potential for contributing to current academic issues
such as Romanization/acculturation, climate and landscape studies, regional production and distribution, iconographic
trends, domestic housing, economy and trade, and the transition to the late-Antique era. These papers confirm Crete’s
place as a fully realized participant in the Roman world over the course of many centuries but also position it as a newly
discovered source of academic inquiry.
Wander through the labyrinth city of Knossos and lose yourself in its ancient treasures. Full colour photographs of original
artefacts, sculptures, reliefs and frescos bring this fascinating place to life.
Minoan Crete is one of the most intensively investigated archaeological cultures in the world, and one that has often captured the
public imagination. It is a Bronze Age Aegean society, but it has been intimately connected with the Classical Greek myth of King
Minos and his Labyrinth since Sir Arthur Evans excavated and restored (some would say orebuilto) the important site of Knossos,
more than a century ago. Yet many archaeological interpretations of this fascinating culture are still largely traditional in focus and
often anachronistic. This collection of papers, challenging and re-examining many conventional and established versions of
aeMinoanAe history, is thus long overdue. How have modern preconceptions and socio-political developments shaped
archaeological interpretations of aeMinoanAe society? What were the gender roles and attitudes of the inhabitants of Bronze Age
Crete? How can data such as the puzzling architecture, the stunning wall-paintings, the elaborate and abundant pots, the
landscape and the way it is perceived by humans, help us understand the nature and the negotiations of power and the role of the
so-called palaces? These are just some of the questions that this book addresses, considering aeMinoanAe culture from variety of
interpretative angles, and situating aeMinoanAe archaeology in the mainstream of archaeological thinking and practice.
CONTENTS: What Future for the aeMinoanAe Past? Re-thinking Minoan Archaeology (Yannis Hamilakis); Archaeology as
Museology: Re-thinking the Minoan Past (Donald Preziosi); Virtual Discourse: Arthur Evans and the Reconstructions of the Minoan
Palace at Knossos (Louise Hitchcock and Paul Koudounaris); Cretan Questions: Politics and Archaeology 1898-1913 (John C
McEnroe); Palaces with Faces in Protopalatial Crete: Looking for the People in the First Minoan States (Marianna Nikolaidou);
Gender and the Figurative Art of Late Bronze Age Knossos (Benjamin Alberti); Integration and Complexity in the Late Pre-Palatial
Period: A View from the Countryside in Eastern Crete (D C Haggis); Landscapes of Memory, Craft and Power in Pre-Palatial and
Proto-Palatial Knossos (Peter M Day and David E Wilson); Mind the Gap: Between Pots and Politics in Minoan Studies (Carl
Knappett); Pottery as a Barometer of Economic Change: From the Protopalatial to the Neopalatial Society in Central Crete
(Aleydis Van de Moortel); Millennial Ambiguities (John Bennet). 248p, many b/w illus (April 2002)
"This marvelous and uniquely comprehensive book sets a new, high standard of excellence in the study of Greek
archaeology."--Ronald S. Stroud, University of California, Berkeley
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