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Slavery The Civil War Reconstruction Reconstruction
Analyzes the post-Civil War era of Emancipation and Reconstruction with an
emphasis on discovering the larger political and cultural meaning for
contemporary America of the lives of the newly freed slaves and the rise of the
Ku Klux Klan. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.
Slavery, the Civil War, and ReconstructionAmer Historical Assn
President Abraham Lincoln freed millions of slaves in the South in 1863, rescuing
them, as history tells us, from a brutal and inhuman existence and making the
promise of freedom and equal rights. This is a moment to celebrate and honor, to
be sure, but what of the darker, more troubling side of this story? Slavery’s
Ghost explores the dire, debilitating, sometimes crushing effects of slavery on
race relations in American history. In three conceptually wide-ranging and
provocative essays, the authors assess the meaning of freedom for enslaved and
free Americans in the decades before and after the Civil War. They ask important
and challenging questions: How did slaves and freedpeople respond to the
promise and reality of emancipation? How committed were white southerners to
the principle of racial subjugation? And in what ways can we best interpret the
actions of enslaved and free Americans during slavery and Reconstruction?
Collectively, these essays offer fresh approaches to questions of local political
power, the determinants of individual choices, and the discourse that shaped and
defined the history of black freedom. Written by three prominent historians of the
period, Slavery’s Ghost forces readers to think critically about the way we study
the past, the depth of racial prejudice, and how African Americans won and lost
their freedom in nineteenth-century America.
A comprehensive look at the Civil War and how it shaped American history and
culture, includes coverage of major figures and the war's affect on politics,
religion, gender, race, diplomacy, and technology.
Bondspeople who fled from slavery during and after the Civil War did not expect
that their flight toward freedom would lead to sickness, disease, suffering, and
death. But the war produced the largest biological crisis of the nineteenth
century, and as historian Jim Downs reveals in this groundbreaking volume, it
had deadly consequences for hundreds of thousands of freed people. In Sick
from Freedom, Downs recovers the untold story of one of the bitterest ironies in
American history--that the emancipation of the slaves, seen as one of the great
turning points in U.S. history, had devastating consequences for innumerable
freed people. Drawing on massive new research into the records of the Medical
Division of the Freedmen's Bureau-a nascent national health system that cared
for more than one million freed slaves-he shows how the collapse of the
plantation economy released a plague of lethal diseases. With emancipation,
African Americans seized the chance to move, migrating as never before. But in
their journey to freedom, they also encountered yellow fever, smallpox, cholera,
dysentery, malnutrition, and exposure. To address this crisis, the Medical
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Division hired more than 120 physicians, establishing some forty underfinanced
and understaffed hospitals scattered throughout the South, largely in response to
medical emergencies. Downs shows that the goal of the Medical Division was to
promote a healthy workforce, an aim which often excluded a wide range of
freedpeople, including women, the elderly, the physically disabled, and children.
Downs concludes by tracing how the Reconstruction policy was then
implemented in the American West, where it was disastrously applied to Native
Americans. The widespread medical calamity sparked by emancipation is an
overlooked episode of the Civil War and its aftermath, poignantly revealed in Sick
from Freedom.
"Discusses the Reconstruction period (1865-1877) after the American Civil War,
including the rebuilding of the South and the establishment of laws protecting the
rights of African-Americans"-The fifth volume of the noted historian's acclaimed history of the United States
covers all main events and personalities of the Civil War and Reconstruction and
describes the wartime lives of Americans, north and south
The first edition of Bearing Witness brought together for the first time 176 slave
narratives from the state of Arkansas. Now, this new edition adds ten previously
undiscovered accounts. No one knew the truths of slavery better than the slaves
themselves, but no one consulted them until the 1930s. Then, recognizing that
this generation of unique witnesses would soon be lost to history, the Works
Progress Administration's Federal Writers' Project acted to interview as many
former slaves as possible. In a continuation of the project's interest in the life
histories of ordinary people, writers interviewed over two thousand former slaves,
more than a third of them in Arkansas. These oral histories were first published in
the 1970s in a thirty-nine-volume series organized by state, and they transformed
America's understanding of slavery. They have offered crucial evidence on a
variety of other topics as well: the Civil War, Reconstruction, agricultural
practices, everyday life, and oral history itself. But some former Arkansas slaves
were interviewed in Texas, Oklahoma, and other states, so their narratives were
published in those other collections. And more than half of the testimonies in the
Arkansas volume were interviews with people who had moved to Arkansas after
freedom. Folklorist George Lankford combed all of the state collections for the
testimonies properly belonging to Arkansas and deleted from this state's
collection the testimony of later migrants
The classic work of American history by the renowned author of From Slavery to Freedom,
with a new introduction by historian Eric Foner. First published in 1961, John Hope Franklin’s
revelatory study of the Reconstruction Era is a landmark work of history, exploring the role of
former slaves and dispelling longstanding popular myths about corruption and Radical rule.
Looking past dubious scholarship that had previously dominated the narrative, Franklin
combines astute insight and careful research to provide an accurate, comprehensive portrait of
the era. Franklin’s arguments concerning the brevity of the North’s occupation, the limited
power wielded by former slaves, the influence of moderate southerners, the flawed
constitutions of the radical state governments, and the downfall of Reconstruction remain
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compelling today. This new edition of Reconstruction after the Civil War also includes a
foreword by Eric Foner and a perceptive essay by Michael W. Fitzgerald.
Since its publication twenty-five years ago, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men has been
recognized as a classic, an indispensable contribution to our understanding of the causes of
the American Civil War. A key work in establishing political ideology as a major concern of
modern American historians, it remains the only full-scale evaluation of the ideas of the early
Republican party. Now with a new introduction, Eric Foner puts his argument into the context
of contemporary scholarship, reassessing the concept of free labor in the light of the last
twenty-five years of writing on such issues as work, gender, economic change, and political
thought. A significant reevaluation of the causes of the Civil War, Foner's study looks beyond
the North's opposition to slavery and its emphasis upon preserving the Union to determine the
broader grounds of its willingness to undertake a war against the South in 1861. Its search is
for those social concepts the North accepted as vital to its way of life, finding these concepts
most clearly expressed in the ideology of the growing Republican party in the decade before
the war's start. Through a careful analysis of the attitudes of leading factions in the party's
formation (northern Whigs, former Democrats, and political abolitionists) Foner is able to show
what each contributed to Republican ideology. He also shows how northern ideas of human
rights--in particular a man's right to work where and how he wanted, and to accumulate
property in his own name--and the goals of American society were implicit in that ideology.
This was the ideology that permeated the North in the period directly before the Civil War, led
to the election of Abraham Lincoln, and led, almost immediately, to the Civil War itself. At the
heart of the controversy over the extension of slavery, he argues, is the issue of whether the
northern or southern form of society would take root in the West, whose development would
determine the nation's destiny. In his new introductory essay, Foner presents a greatly altered
view of the subject. Only entrepreneurs and farmers were actually "free men" in the sense
used in the ideology of the period. Actually, by the time the Civil War was initiated, half the
workers in the North were wage-earners, not independent workers. And this did not account for
women and blacks, who had little freedom in choosing what work they did. He goes onto show
that even after the Civil War these guarantees for "free soil, free labor, free men" did not really
apply for most Americans, and especially not for blacks. Demonstrating the profoundly
successful fusion of value and interest within Republican ideology prior to the Civil War, Free
Soil, Free Labor, Free Men remains a classic of modern American historical writing. Eloquent
and influential, it shows how this ideology provided the moral consensus which allowed the
North, for the first time in history, to mobilize an entire society in modern warfare.
Describes the society and the institutions that went down during the Civil War and
Reconstruction and the internal conditions of Alabama during the war. Emphasizes the social
and economic problems in the general situation, as well as the educational, religious, and
industrial aspects of the period.
Voices of Emancipation seeks to recover the lives and words of former slaves in vivid detail,
mining the case files of the U.S. Pension Bureau, which administered a huge pension system
for Union veterans and their survivors in the decades following the Civil War. The files contain
an invaluable, first-hand perspective of slavery, emancipation, black military service, and
freedom. Moreover, as Pension Bureau examiners began interviewing black Union veterans
and their families shortly after the Civil War, the files are arguably among the earliest sources
of ex-slaves reflecting on their lives, occurring decades before better-known WPA Slave
Narratives of the 1930s took place. Voices of Emancipation explores the words of former
slaves topically, beginning with recollections of slavery, moving on to experiences of military
service in the Civil War, the transition to freedom, and finally to reflections on marriage and
family before and after emancipation. With an introduction that places the pension files in
context and presents the themes of the book, and historical commentary interwoven
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throughout the excerpts of the interviews themselves, Elizabeth A. Regosin and Donald R.
Shaffer effectively introduce the files and the treasures they contain to students and general
readers, but also provide specialists with an indispensable research tool.
No series of events had a more dramatic impact on the course of American history than the
Civil War and the emancipation of four million slaves. This book examines the economic and
political factors that led to the attempt by Southerners to dissolve the Union in 1860 and the
equally determined effort of Northerners to preserve it. A central thesis of the book is that
slavery not only "caused" the Civil War by producing tensions that could not be resolved by
compromise; the slave system also played a crucial role in the outcome of the war by crippling
the Southern war effort at the same time that emancipation became a unifying cause for the
North. The author looks at a century of sectional conflict over slavery and reveals a great irony
of the American Civil War. The South suffered a bitter defeat in a war to protect the institution
of slavery, even though it is likely that the Constitution of the United States offered the best
protection for a slave system. And, despite the abolition of slavery in the United States,
equality for Black Americans remained a distant dream.
From the Pulitzer Prize-winning scholar, a timely history of the constitutional changes that built
equality into the nation's foundation.
This extensive guide details the political and economic forces that affected the expansion of
slavery and how slaves, freed black Americans, and white liberal politicians fought for the
freedom of slaves and for the basic rights of dignity and protection that they had not previously
enjoyed under the law. The book sheds light on the collective and sometimes little-known
contributions of African Americans to their own freedom and traces the economic disparity
between the freed slaves and the rest of America, the rise of terrorism targeting African
Americans, and the politics that eventually led to the Jim Crow era.
The study and teaching of history unexpectedly emerged as the subject of intense public
debate.
An abridged version of the multiple award-winning Reconstruction: America's unfinished
revolution (1988). Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Nothing But Freedom examines the aftermath of emancipation in the South and the
restructuring of society by which the former slaves gained, beyond their freedom, a new
relation to the land they worked on, to the men they worked for, and to the government they
lived under. Taking a comparative approach, Eric Foner examines Reconstruction in the
southern states against the experience of Haiti, where a violent slave revolt was followed by
the establishment of an undemocratic government and the imposition of a system of forced
labor; the British Caribbean, where the colonial government oversaw an orderly transition from
slavery to the creation of an almost totally dependent work force; and early twentieth-century
southern and eastern Africa, where a self-sufficient peasantry was dispossessed in order to
create a dependent black work force. Measuring the progress of freedmen in the post--Civil
War South against that of freedmen in other recently emancipated societies, Foner reveals
Reconstruction to have been, despite its failings, a unique and dramatic experiment in
interracial democracy in the aftermath of slavery. Steven Hahn's timely new foreword places
Foner's analysis in the context of recent scholarship and assesses its enduring impact in the
twenty-first century.
Most historians of the American Civil War have reached a vague agreement on slavery -- that it
somehowcaused the American Civil War. In this essay, Adam Rothman takes a look at recent
historiography that attempts to clarify not only how exactly this came about, but also why the
Confederacy lost and slavery ended.
Introduces the essential history of slavery from the American Revolution to post-Civil War
Reconstruction in twelve thematic chapters.
The North had won the Civil War and reunited the Union. African-American slaves were freed
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and made citizens. The South was in ruins. The period after the Civil War was a troubled time
for the United States. Known as Reconstruction, the South, which had fought for its
independence, was bitter. Former slaves were freed, made citizens, and granted the right to
vote, but still faced terrible discrimination. Author Marsha Ziff highlights the people and events
involved in this turbulent period, examining the frustration and the determination of African
Americans as they began their journey out of the ruins of slavery and the Civil War toward
freedom and equality.
This ambitious book provides the only systematic examination of the American abolition
movement’s direct impacts on antislavery politics from colonial times to the Civil War and
after. As opposed to indirect methods such as propaganda, sermons, and speeches at protest
meetings, Stanley Harrold focuses on abolitionists’ political tactics—petitioning, lobbying,
establishing bonds with sympathetic politicians—and on their disruptions of slavery itself.
Harrold begins with the abolition movement’s relationship to politics and government in the
northern American colonies and goes on to evaluate its effect in a number of crucial
contexts--the U.S. Congress during the 1790s, the Missouri Compromise, the struggle over
slavery in Illinois during the 1820s, and abolitionist petitioning of Congress during that same
decade. He shows how the rise of "immediate" abolitionism, with its emphasis on moral
suasion, did not diminish direct abolitionists’ impact on Congress during the 1830s and 1840s.
The book also addresses abolitionists’ direct actions against slavery itself, aiding escaped or
kidnapped slaves, which led southern politicians to demand the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850, a
major flashpoint of antebellum politics. Finally, Harrold investigates the relationship between
abolitionists and the Republican Party through the Civil War and Reconstruction.
The pioneering work in the study of the role of Black Americans during Reconstruction by the
most influential Black intellectual of his time. The pioneering work in the study of the role of
Black Americans during Reconstruction by the most influential Black intellectual of his time.
Although Abraham Lincoln dominates the literature on the American Civil War, he remains less
commonly associated with reconstruction. Previous scholarly works touch on Lincoln and
reconstruction, but they tend either to speculate on what Lincoln might have done after the war
had he not been assassinated or to approach his reconstruction plans merely as a means of
winning the war. In this thought-provoking study, John C. Rodrigue offers a succinct but
significant survey of Lincoln’s wartime reconstruction initiatives while providing a fresh
interpretation of the president’s plans for postwar America. Revealing that Lincoln concerned
himself with reconstruction from the earliest days of his presidency, Rodrigue details how
Lincoln’s initiatives unfolded, especially in the southern states where they were attempted. He
explores Lincoln’s approach to various issues relevant to reconstruction, including slavery,
race, citizenship, and democracy; his dealings with Congressional Republicans, especially the
Radicals; his support for and eventual abandonment of colonization; his dealings with the
border states; his handling of the calls for negotiations with the Confederacy as a way of
reconstructing the Union; and his move toward emancipation and its implications for his
approach to reconstruction. As the Civil War progressed, Rodrigue shows, Lincoln’s definition
of reconstruction transformed from the mere restoration of the seceded states to a more
fundamental social, economic, and political reordering of southern society and of the Union
itself. Based on Lincoln’s own words and writings as well as an extensive array of secondary
literature, Rodrigue traces the evolution of Lincoln’s thinking on reconstruction, providing new
insight into a downplayed aspect of his presidency.

The era known as Reconstruction is one of the unhappiest times in American history. It
succeeded in reuniting the nation politically after the Civil War but in little else. Among
its chief failures was the inability to chart a progressive course for race relations after
the abolition of slavery and rise of Jim Crow. Reconstruction also struggled to
successfully manage the Southern resistance towards a Northern, free-labor pattern.
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But the failures cannot obscure a number of notable accomplishments, with decisive
long-term consequences for American life: the 14th and 15th Amendments to the
Constitution, the election of the first African American representatives to the US
Congress, and the avoidance of any renewed outbreak of civil war. Reconstruction
suffered from poor leadership and uncertainty of direction, but it also laid the
groundwork for renewed struggles for racial equality during the Civil Rights Movement.
This Very Short Introduction delves into the constitutional, political, and social issues
behind Reconstruction to provide a lucid and original account of a historical moment
that left an indelible mark on American social fabric. Award-winning historian Allen C.
Guelzo depicts Reconstruction as a "bourgeois revolution" -- as the attempted
extension of the free-labor ideology embodied by Lincoln and the Republican Party to
what was perceived as a Southern region gone astray from the Founders' intention in
the pursuit of Romantic aristocracy. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
"The United States Senate played a crucial role during the Civil War. Although the
history of the war is often told from the perspective of President Abraham Lincoln and
his military commanders, the Senate faced war-related issues even before Lincoln took
the oath of office and continued to influence national events throughout the war. In the
post-war Reconstruction years, senators led debates over emancipation, civil rights,
and the readmission of Southern states to representation, and they proposed
constitutional amendments to guarantee rights of citizenship. Throughout this long
period of national crisis, the Senate also fulfilled its oversight and legislative
responsibilities, passing a remarkable collection of landmark bills. In commemoration of
the sesquicentennial of these pivotal events, this is the story of the Senate's Civil
War"--P. [1].
This title examines the period the following the Civil War, in which the nation's
leadership, former slaves, and veterans of the conflict grappled with the changes of the
postwar era. Gripping narrative text, historic photographs, and primary sources make
the book perfect for report writing. Features include a glossary, additional resources,
source notes, and an index, plus a timeline and essential facts. Aligned to Common
Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of
Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
Examines the origins of Reconstruction during the Civil War, explores how AfricanAmerican and white Southerners responded to defeat and the destruction of slavery,
and examines the policies of Reconstruction governments and the reasons for their
overthrow.
Describes the Reconstruction period, including the North's occupation of the South,
influences of former slaves and moderate southerners, and flaws of the constitutions
drawn up by state governments.
Selections of speeches and writings from the great abolitionist and statesman, focusing
on the slave trade, the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln, suffrage for African-Americans,
Southern reconstruction, and other vital issues.
This work documents the many roles filled by Southern blacks in the last decades of
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slavery, the Civil War years, and the following period of Reconstruction. African
Americans suffered and resisted bondage in virtually every aspect of their lives, but
persevered through centuries of brutality to their present place at the center of
American life. Utilizing statements made by former slaves and other sources close to
them, the author takes a close look at the culture and lifestyle of this proud people in
the final decades of slavery, their experiences of being in the military and fighting in the
Civil War, and the active role taken by the Southern blacks during Reconstruction.
The history of post-Civil War Reconstruction wasn't written by the winners. Congress
forced Reconstruction on an unrepentant South steeped in resentment and hatred,
where the old guard and old attitudes still held sway, murder and depredations against
freed slaves and sympathizers were rampant, and "black laws" swapped the physical
bonds of slavery for legislative ones. During Reconstruction, talented black leaders rose
to serve in Congress and in state and local governments. Blacks and whites struggled
together to secure the rights of millions of freed slaves, now citizens, and to heal the
wounds of a shattered nation. Many Reconstruction figures have been misrepresented,
dismissed, or simply forgotten. These biographical sketches profile 16 diverse men and
women whose Reconstruction efforts should not be overlooked.
The importance of the Civil War and Reconstruction in the history of the United States cannot
be overstated. There was a very real possibility that the union could have been sundered,
resulting in a very different American history, and probably world history. But the union was
held together by tough and determined leaders and by the economic muscle of the North.
Following the end of the war, the period of American history known as Reconstruction followed.
This was a period construed in many different ways. While the states were once again 'united,'
many of the postwar efforts divided different segments of the population and failed to achieve
their goals in an era too often remembered for carpetbaggers and scalawags, and
Congressional imbroglios and incompetent government. This one-volume dictionary, with more
than 800 entries covering the significant events, persons, politics, and economic and social
themes in the U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction, is a research tool for all levels of readers
from high school and up. The extensive chronology, introductory essay, dictionary entries, and
comprehensive bibliography introduce and lead the reader through the military and non-military
actions of one of the most pivotal events in American history.
"This volume unifies the concerns of Civil War and western history, revealing how Confederate
secession created new and shifting borderlands. In the West, both Civil War battlefields and
Civil War politics engaged a wider range of ethnic and racial distinctions, raising questions that
would arise only later in places farther east. Likewise, the histories of occupation,
reincorporation, and expanded citizenship during Reconstruction in the South have ignored the
connections to previous as well as subsequent efforts in the West. The stories contained in this
volume complicate our understanding of the paths from slavery to freedom for white as well as
non-white Americans. By placing the histories of the American West and the Civil War and
Reconstruction into one sustained conversation, this volume expands the limits of both by
emphasizing how struggles over land, labor, sovereignty, and citizenship shaped the U.S.
nation-state in this tumultuous era. This volume highlights significant moments and common
concerns of this continuous conflict, as it stretched across the continent and throughout the
nineteenth century"--Provided by publisher.
"Designed for middle-school history curriculum, independent study, or tutorial aid, the
American History Series provides challenging activities that enable students to explore history,
geography, and social studies. Activities include critical thinking, writing, technology, and more.
Vocabulary words, time lines, maps, and reading lists are also provided. Meets NCSS
standards and is correlated to state, national and Canadian provincial standards." --Publisher.
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This book provides a succinct and accessible account of the critical role of legal and
constitutional issues of the American Civil War.
Winner of the Allan Nevins Award of the Society of American Historians.
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