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The New Testament epistles are more than a historical record of the early church -- they are also the heart and center of Christian
proclamation, clearly outlining how the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is part of God's cosmic plan of salvation. In this sermon
anthology, five distinguished preachers draw valuable lessons from the pastoral letters for the complex challenges posed by life in the 21st
century. Each thought-provoking message is filled with compelling stories and illustrations, and offers a clear and authentic vision of Christian
faith in the context of daily life. With material for every Sunday and major celebration throughout the entire church year, this resource provides
abundant seeds for preaching, teaching, and meditation, and will become a treasured addition to anyone's reference library.
This book provides an exegetical-theological-rhetorical paradigm, “the Christ-oriented approach” (Lk 24:27, 44), that facilitates accuracy,
effectiveness, and practicality in preaching the New Testament use of the Old. In providing a practical expository model, and sermon
preparation/evaluation principles, this work moves beyond the level of theory into the realm of praxis, and will thus appeal to practitioners as
well as to academics.
I would like to enter a partnership with you, sharing what these assigned passages say to me, setting forth what I might do with each
assigned text, hopefully igniting ideas in your busy and at times overburdened mind and spirit, so that together we may bring that word from
the Lord. ... My hope is not to take the work entirely out of sermon preparation, but to generate a process whereby the busy -- sometimes
overworked -- preacher can get off to a running start.
Having studied preaching at a doctoral level and practiced the craft for more than thirty years, Brad Estep offers fifty biblically grounded,
theologically informed, and congregationally contextualized sermons centered around the different seasons of the Christian year. In addition
to the sermon itself, Estep provides additional analysis that revolves around the homiletical structure, reasons for effectiveness, and usage of
illustrative material. This work is designed for preachers who are interested and committed to the craft of preaching. Intended for reflective
practitioners, Plain Truth for Plain People helps to reveal how and why sermons are crafted in the way that they are. Because of that, this
book is also of interest to parishioners in the pews. At the top of the list of desirable skills in a pastor is preaching. This work helps provide
examples of what that looks like—or more accurately, what that sounds like.
With the twelve-volume series Feasting on the Word, Westminster John Knox Press offers one of the most extensive and well-respected
resources for preaching on the market today. When complete, the twelve volumes will cover all of the Sundays in the three-year lectionary
cycle, along with moveable occasions. The page layout is truly unique. For each lectionary text, preachers will find brief essays-- one each on
the exegetical, theological, pastoral, and homiletical challenges of the text. Each volume will also contain an index of biblical passages so that
nonlectionary preachers may make use of its contents. The printed volumes for Ordinary Time include the complementary stream during Year
A, the complementary stream during the first half of Year B, the semicontinuous stream during the second half of Year B, and the
semicontinuous stream during Year C. Beginning with the season after Pentecost for Year C, the alternate lections for Ordinary Time not in
the print volumes will be available online at feastingontheword.net.
Plain Truth for Plain PeopleSermons for the Christian Year from the Wesleyan TraditionWipf and Stock Publishers

In Pentecostal Hermeneutics: A Reader Lee Roy Martin presents fourteen significant publications on Pentecostal biblical
interpretation, a new introduction to Pentecostal hermeneutics, and an extensive bibliography. These essays trace the
development of Pentecostal hermeneutics as an academic discipline.
Full of gripping illustrations that bring the scriptures to life, this anthology of sermons for the entire church year offers
readers a treasure trove of spiritual guidance. Five distinguished preachers representing a variety of denominations and
ministry settings contribute messages based on gospel texts for each Sunday and major celebration in Cycle C of the
Revised Common Lectionary. Their thoughtful meditations proclaim the good news for today's world and exemplify the
transforming power of God's word in our lives. Unforgettable in their power and biblical witness, these sermons provide
readers with strength, support, and a Christ-centered vision. This is an essential resource that's useful for: - Fresh
homiletical approaches to the lectionary texts - Preaching illustrations - A clearer understanding of scripture passages Adult study and discussion groups - Personal devotions and Bible study on each Sunday's readings "Frank Honeycutt's
sermons are exciting in their evocative power. His narrative ability is a real gift that enables these messages to illumine
the word of God and human life so that a listener is drawn into the word and encouraged to reflect, remember, and think
about life in terms of God's activity. These sermons reflect a pastor whose imaginative juices flow mightily." Thomas E.
Ridenhour McClurg Distinguished Professor of Homiletics Vice President for Academic Affairs & Dean Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary "I am impressed by the sense of urgency in Robert Cueni's messages. When the specter
of my immediate death flashes before me, I want to know that I have lived toward God's reign with all that I have. These
sermons help transform me in that direction." Ronald J. Allen Sweeney & Miller Professor of Preaching and New
Testament Christian Theological Seminary
This book challenges a popular and influential thesis in Lukan scholarship presented by the Tÿbingen School: Paul is a
rival of Peter and Paul is an anti-Jewish apostle. Consequently, he is solely an apostle to Gentiles in Acts. Through a
narrative-critical method, Wenxi Zhang studies Paul's inaugural speech in Antioch of Pisidia and its literary function in
relation to Paul's missionary activity among Jews in Acts. He concludes (1) that this inaugural sermon functions as an
interpretative key to understand the narrative of Paul's missionary activity among his fellow Jews; and (2) that Paul is not
anti-Jewish. He remains a faithful Jew who proclaims to his fellow Jews the fulfillment of God's promise to David in Jesus'
resurrection. Consequently, Acts is not anti-Jewish document.
Five outstanding preachers from diverse denominations skillfully weave together scripture with dynamic stories and
illustrations to create eloquent messages for every Sunday and major celebration in the church year. Combining deep
biblical grounding with an astute understanding of the meaning of Jesus' message and ministry for contemporary living,
these insightful sermons pull readers into God's Word and engage both the mind and the heart. Offering a vision of God's
unconditional love and the grace-filled life, this collection of model messages from an experienced group of master
preachers passionately proclaims the Good News, provides a wealth of sermon seeds, and revitalizes the faith of anyone
who reads them.
Bring the Old Testament scriptures to life with this inspiring and thought-provoking sermon collection. Powerful messages
by five exceptional preachers interpret these ancient texts in fresh ways for today's Christian living. Combining creative
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imagination with abundant insight into vital current issues, these insightful homilies proclaim timeless themes of justice
and righteousness while building our trust in the Lord's divine providence.
Packed with inspiring illustrations that enlighten the mind and warm the heart, this complete collection of thoughtful
sermons for each Sunday and major celebration throughout the entire church year is a gold mine of creative preaching
ideas ? and an invaluable source of insight into faithful Christian living amidst the challenges of today's secular world.
Five outstanding preachers from diverse ministry settings reflect on the events of Jesus? life and their contemporary
meaning in messages based on Gospel passages from Cycle B of the Revised Common Lectionary. Combining a strong
foundation in the scriptural text with a deep understanding of vital current issues, these sermons passionately proclaim
the Good News while pointing readers toward a strengthened and renewed spiritual relationship with Christ, the rock of
our salvation.
In a time of divisiveness, poverty, oppression, and war, the messages of Schuyler Rhodes send a clarion call for renewal in the church. Like
the apostles on Pentecost, Rhodes offers words that comfort and provoke; words that empower and give us vision of a better world. His
sermons build on the gospel texts to bring spiritual insight and hope in place of cynicism and despair. Bringing the ancient biblical wisdom to
bear on contemporary society, this volume is excellent for inspiration, study, and discussion. "These sermons tell the truth, unsettling or
devastating as this may be to conventional Christian ears.... I love this little book. It weaves through our scripture with verve, dignity, and
good humor; the touch is now light, now a flick of the whip, the words rife with the truth that both hurts and heals." (from the Foreword) Daniel
Berrigan, SJ Schuyler Rhodes is the pastor of Temple United Methodist Church in San Francisco, California. He previously pastored
Washington Square United Methodist Church in New York City and served as executive director and campus pastor for the Wesley
Foundation, a broad-based campus ministry at the University of California (Berkeley). Rhodes' commitment to social justice and peace has
taken him around the globe. Over the last decade, he has traveled to more than a dozen countries, serving as a delegate to several
consultations of the World Council of Churches, as the secretary of the Social and International Affairs Committee of the World Methodist
Council, and as the chair of the board of directors for Pastors for Peace and the Interreligious Foundation for Community Organizing. He has
also been a consultant on Peace and Justice Ministries for the Methodist Church's General Board of Global Ministries, developing liturgical
and training materials as well as representing the General Board at numerous national and international gatherings. A prolific writer, Rhodes
is an honors graduate of Drew University Theological School (M.Div.) and the State University of New York at Potsdam (B.A.).
Volume 11 in the sixteen-volume Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works English Edition, Ecumenical, Academic, and Pastoral Work: 1931—1932,
provides a comprehensive translation of Bonhoeffer's important writings from 1931 to 1932, with extensive commentary about their historical
context and theological significance. This volume covers the significant period of Bonhoeffer's entry into the international ecumenical world
and the final months before the beginning of the National Socialist dictatorship.
The Old Testament details the epic faith story of ancient people who, just like us today, seek God's answers to complex problems. Yet
because pastors sometimes overlook this rich source of preaching texts, many people in the pews are not fully aware of the Hebrew
Scriptures and their profound lessons for modern living. In this inspiring collection of spiritually enlightening messages based on the First
Readings from Cycle B of the Revised Common Lectionary, four master preachers insightfully demonstrate the continuing relevance of
passages from the Old Testament and the book of Acts. Building on stories in which God moves ordinary people to extraordinary heights,
these sermons powerfully proclaim timeless themes of justice and righteousness while reminding us that God's grace is the model for the
Christian community's core values of self-giving love and forgiveness. Each thought-provoking message is filled with compelling stories and
illustrations from everyday life, and challenges readers to love and serve the Lord, trusting in divine providence even in the midst of a world
that sometimes seems cruel and senseless. This essential resource is useful for: - Fresh homiletical approaches to the lectionary texts Preaching illustrations - Understanding scripture passages - Bible study and discussion groups - Personal devotions and inspirational reading
Writing on the lectionary texts from Job, Stroman deals with extremely contemporary issues. We discover in these messages that Job's
struggles are the same as ours. The texts from Ruth and 1 Samuel introduce us to four important Old Testament women: Naomi, Orpah,
Ruth, and Hannah. They all play an important role in the biblical narrative, as well as providing insight into vital current issues. Chapters
include: - Taking the Good With the Bad -- (Job 1:1; 2:1-10) - Making Our Feelings Known -- (Job 23:1-9, 16-17) - The Tale of Three Women
-- (Ruth 1:1-8) - God Remembers -- (1 Samuel 1:4-20) ... and more! John A. Stroman recently served as Lecturer in New Testament Studies
at Trinity Theological College in Accra, Ghana (West Africa). Prior to that he was senior pastor of the 3,000-member Pasadena Community
Church (United Methodist) in St. Petersburg, Florida. Stroman served as a United Methodist minister for 38 years in the Southern New Jersey
and Florida Conferences. He also serves on the Florida Conference Board of Trustees, the Board of Directors of the Florida United Methodist
Children's Home, and the Advisory Council of Bethune-Cookman College. He has written numerous articles in addition to his six books.
A rare and important study offering a complete review of John Calvin's preaching activity, purpose, method, and style. Parker's work includes
Calvin's theological considerations, expository methods, applications of Scripture to the needs of his congregation, and his views of the
preacher's office, duty and the congregation's active participation. Appendixes.
This new commentary approaches Revelation from a Pentecostal perspective, but you may be surprised at what this does and doesn’t mean
in this case. This is a serious commentary based on the Greek text and includes discussion of all the standard topics (authorship, date,
audience, etc.). It gives interpretive priority to the original context and audience while also discussing application today. Newton eschews all
populist interpretations of Revelation and questions many assumptions built on futurist or historicist readings, but includes a survey of recent
scholarly Pentecostal work on Revelation and an extended discussion of what an authentic Pentecostal reading of Revelation might look like.
The commentary highlights features of Revelation that Pentecostals often look for, such as its pneumatology, but also draws attention to
features that Pentecostal readers should take more seriously than they often do, such as its missional focus, the narrative flow, intertextual
references, and the focus on atonement. This makes it a more optimistic commentary than many available. The commentary interacts in
depth with five leading commentaries over the past twenty-five years as well as over two hundred other books and articles, including the
oldest existing commentary on Revelation.

Bringing Pentecostal theology into the Bible and mission conversation, Amos Yong identifies the role of the divine spirit in God's
mission to redeem the world. As he works through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, Yong emphasizes the global missiological
imperative: "People of all nations reaching out to people of all nations." Sidebars include voices from around the globe who help
the author put the biblical text into conversation with twenty-first-century questions, offering the church a fresh understanding of its
mission and how to pursue it in the decades to come.
Filled with wit, insight, and inspiration, this anthology includes sermons for every Sunday and major celebration throughout the
Christian year based on the First Readings from Cycle C of the Revised Common Lectionary. Three outstanding preachers from
diverse denominational backgrounds interpret texts from the Old Testament and Acts in fresh ways that proclaim the good news
for the twenty-first century. Their powerful messages remind us that the Hebrew scriptures are much more than just ancient history
and explore what they mean for us today. Proclaiming timeless themes of justice and righteousness, as well as God's faithful
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covenant and enduring forgiveness, these imaginative homilies call us to lead better, more God-centered lives. This is an essential
resource that's useful for: - Fresh homiletical approaches to the lectionary texts - Preaching illustrations - A clearer understanding
of scripture passages - Adult study and discussion groups - Personal devotions and Bible study on each Sunday's texts "The
illustrations in these sermons, taken from both classical and common sources, as well as personal experiences, are worth the
price of the book. I'll buy any book of sermons that gives me one or two good illustrations that are fresh and believable. Charles
Reeb is a master at illustrating his points." John K. Bergland Former Professor of Preaching and Associate Dean Duke Divinity
School Former editor, "Abingdon Preaching Annual"
This superb collection of biblically sound sermons based on Cycle A epistle texts covers every Sunday and major celebration of
the church year. The imaginative insights of five outstanding preachers will enlighten the mind and warm the heart with delightfully
serendipitous surprises on every page. Their fresh and inspiring illustrations are sure to spark your own homiletical creativity.
Historian Royden Loewen has brought together selections from diaries kept by 21 Mennonites in Canada between 1863 and 1929,
some translated from German for the first time. By skillfully comparing and contrasting a wide cross-section of lives, Loewen
shows how these diaries often turn the hidden contours of household and community "inside out." The writers featured were
ordinary rural people: young women and grandmothers, rural preachers and landless householders. They include a teenaged boy
who immigrated from Russia to Manitoba in 1875 as well as a successful merchant, a traveling evangelist, and a devout,
conservative church elder. An elderly grandfather recounted the daily circuit of his children's homes, while 19-year-old Marie
Schoeder wrote of her literary aspirations, her "secret hope" that some day she would "write things that have a real worth, things
that are worth printing, and things that other folks would love to read and pay for." From the Inside Out also contrasts diaries from
two distinct Mennonite communities in Canada. The Swiss-American Mennonites in Waterloo County, Ontario, faced rapid
urbanization, while the Dutch-Russian Mennonites in southern Manitoba maintained their more rural environment. The diaries
mirror their writers' preoccupations with work and weather, but they also reveal a communityís social structure and round of
activities such as weddings, funerals, and worship services. In the process of diary-keeping, the writers sought to make sense of a
dynamic and often unpredictable world. Reading what they chose to record is to learn much about their culture. Their writings
provide glimpses of their lives, their collective mindset, and their history as a people.
Fully revised and updated edition. This companion volume to Craig Blomberg's widely-appreciated Jesus and the Gospels covers
the rest of the New Testament, from the Acts of the Apostles to the book of Revelation. It surveys the most crucial matters of
introduction in sufficient detail to provide the necessary background for correct interpretation of these New Testament texts.
Mindful of the needs and interests of twenty-first-century students, the authors also deal with the structure and contents of each
book, and the distinctive exegetical issues, and give pointers to contemporary application. The clear, accessible and up-to-date
text includes numerous figures, maps and bibliographies. From Pentecost to Patmos enables readers to come to a better
understanding of first-century Christianity and its literature that came to be treated as uniquely authoritative. This will lead to a
greater appreciation of the Lord Jesus Christ, worshipped by the early church, often in hostile circumstances and in the face of
difficulties remarkably similar to those the church experiences today throughout the world.
The story of the woman taken in adultery features a dramatic confrontation between Jesus and the Pharisees over whether the
adulteress should be stoned as the law commands. In response, Jesus famously states, “Let him who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.” To Cast the First Stone traces the history of this provocative story from its first appearance to its enduring
presence today. Likely added to the Gospel of John in the third century, the passage is often held up by modern critics as an
example of textual corruption by early Christian scribes and editors, yet a judgment of corruption obscures the warm embrace the
story actually received. Jennifer Knust and Tommy Wasserman trace the story’s incorporation into Gospel books, liturgical
practices, storytelling, and art, overturning the mistaken perception that it was either peripheral or suppressed, even in the Greek
East. The authors also explore the story’s many different meanings. Taken as an illustration of the expansiveness of Christ’s
mercy, the purported superiority of Christians over Jews, the necessity of penance, and more, this vivid episode has invited any
number of creative receptions. This history reveals as much about the changing priorities of audiences, scribes, editors, and
scholars as it does about an “original” text of John. To Cast the First Stone calls attention to significant shifts in Christian book
cultures and the enduring impact of oral tradition on the preservation—and destabilization—of scripture.
Pairing depth of scholarship with contemporary application, the authors of From Pentecost to Patmos have produced a unique introductory
New Testament textbook. Craig Blomberg and Darlene Seal provide the context and clarity that readers need to better understand Acts
through Revelation, showcasing the historical, linguistic, and theological implications found in each book. This second edition includes
expanded footnotes and a lengthier, up-to-date introduction to Paul. Newly added review questions, maps, and diagrams enhance the
scholarship and make the resource truly user-friendly.
A collection of sermons based on the liturgical year.
Scripting Pentecost explores and develops an analysis of worship and liturgy in Pentecostal and Charismatic traditions. Organized into three
main sections, history, theology, and contemporary practice, the first section quarries the historical trajectories of classic Pentecostalism, the
Charismatic movement, Third-Wave, and Oneness Pentecostalism. Particular attention is given to the liturgical approaches of some of the
earliest leaders, including William J. Seymour, Alexander Boddy, and Aimee Semple McPherson. The second section, constructive theology,
offers theological approaches to liturgical studies from Pentecostal and Charismatic perspectives. In this section the Pentecostal and
Charismatic tradition is advanced and extended by an interaction with ecumenical sources. The third section, case studies in contemporary
worship theology and practice, examines the actual performance of liturgy through selected global case studies chosen to reflect a diversity of
ecclesial practice in Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, Latin America and Oceania.
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