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Examines the history behind the longest war of the twentieth century, which raged between Iran and Iraq in the 1980s,
and looks at its ongoing ramifications.
The development of the F-5 lightweight supersonic fighter in the mid 1950s was almost a gamble for the Northrop
Corporation, but ultimately resulted in one of most commercially successful combat aircraft in modern history. Iran was
one of its major export customers, yet the long and often violent history of deployment of the F-5 in that country has
largely escaped attention of historians. No less than 309 aircraft of five major variants of the jet - the F-5A, F-5B, RF-5A,
F-5E and F-5F - have provided the backbone of the front line strength of the Iranian Air Force since the mid 1960s.
Additional examples were clandestinely purchased from Ethiopia and Vietnam in the 1980s. The type bore the brunt of
combat operations during the long war with Iraq, 1980-1988, and remains a mainstay of the Islamic Republic of Iran Air
Force as of today. This breathtaking account provides a detailed chronological history of the F-5 in combat service in
Iran, a history dominated by long-range strikes against some of best defended targets inside Iraq, and by thousands of
dramatic close-air-support and reconnaissance sorties, but also fierce air combats against the then most modern fighter
types in Iraqi service, including the MiG-23s and MiG-25s. It is completed with practically unknown stories of their combat
presence in Pakistan, Afghanistan and the war against drug traffickers in recent years. Good though the F-5 has been,
the advances of domestic Iranian aircraft building companies have resulted in attempts to continue the F-5 line with
further redesign and developments, resulting in a number of indigenous variants. Combined, this means that the diverse
and involved story about one of most interesting military aircraft of modern times is still far from over. The author's
detailed text is fully supported by an extensive selection of photographs and color profiles. Middle East@War - following
on from our highly successful Africa@War series, Middle East@War replicates the same format - concise, incisive text,
rare images and high quality color artwork providing fresh accounts of both well-known and more esoteric aspects of
conflict in this part of the world since 1945.
The Iran-Iraq War were one of the longest and most devastating uninterrupted wars amongst modern nation states. It
produced neither victor nor vanquished and left the regimes in both countries basically intact. However, it is clear that the
domestic, regional and international repercussions of the war mean that 'going back' is not an option. Iraq owes too much
to regain the lead it formerly held in economic performance and development levels. What then does reconstruction
mean? In this book, Kamran Mofid counteracts the scant analysis to date of the economic consequences of the Gulf War
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by analysing its impact on both economies in terms of oil production, exports, foreign exchange earnings, non-defence
foreign trade and agricultural performance. In the final section, Mofid brings together the component parts of the
economic cost of the war to assign a dollar value to the devastation.
After the Islamic revolution in 1979, two different perspectives on warfighting influenced the tactics of Iranian ground
forces. There was a traditional military perspective, based on Iran's military history, which relied on modern equipment
and European and American officer training. Then there was the revolutionary perspective that often placed Shiite
religious values of perseverance and martyrdom ahead of some military practices. These two perspectives contradicted
each other at times, and the troops on the ground were the ones most harmed by this. However, it was the synthesis of
elements of these two that would eventually become Iran's most effective means of fighting by the end of the war. By the
1970s, Iran had become one of the most dominant military powers in the region, and the fifth largest armed force in the
world. The armed forces had established contingency plans and training and relied on the west for equipment and
support. They trained for conventional war, but had little combat experience. The Shah wanted to become the dominant
military power in the region, and, by some measures, he had achieved this. The vestiges of this military development in
Iran, in the form of military technique and leaders that had not been purged, provided the ability to pursue the war with
conventional military tactics. The clerics purged a large part of the conventional military structure after the 1979 revolution
leaving the military broken and barely able to defend Iran from the initial Iraqi ground invasion in 1980. There were only
two Iranian armored divisions with tanks in bad need of maintenance, and several infantry units in the main theater of
Khuzestan at the time of the invasion, and it would be weeks before they could mobilize.
When does the legitimate application of military technology to the problem of national defence become needlessly
provocative? Arnett addresses this question in the context of 4 particularly important Asian states
The Iraqi Air Force failed to live up to its prewar billing during Operation Desert Storm. Touted by many sources as an
experienced, aggressive power before the war, Saddam's air force turned out to be quite the opposite. This paper
explains why the Iraqi performance in Desert Storm was predictable: Nonindustrialized, third world nations are incapable
of fielding a decisive, conventional air force. To illustrate the point, this essay studies Iraq's performance in the war
against Iran. During the conflict, the Iraqi air force obtained all the equipment and training money could buy, but after
eight years of combat experience it still made only minor contributions in a war effort against an equal foe. Each country
is unique, but the same vulnerabilities that restrained Iraq's forces affect every other nonindustrialized nation. The inability of third world nations to independently organize, train, and equip air forces to decisive levels is inevitable. Avoiding
large, wasted sums of money fielding a force of questionable value should lead these countries to alternative forms of
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aerial warfare.
Iran’s military capabilities and perceptions of its threat environment can and will change. In thinking through a postJCPOA world—with loosened arms embargoes and realigned political realities—the United States needs to consider more
deeply how and why Iran would use military force. This report attempts to answer some essential questions about how
the Islamic Republic views the nature of war: how it starts, escalates, ends, and is prevented in the first place. The
answers to these questions are based on the findings drawn from a hypothetical—but not unrealistic—expert-level crisis
simulation of a potential confrontation between the United States and Iran in 2017 and from historical cases studies of
major conventional and unconventional Iranian military actions since the Iran-Iraq War.
The significance of the Persian Gulf to international peace and security and to the global energy market cannot be overstated. Events such as
the attacks of September 11 and the rise in energy demand and prices have only highlighted the importance of stability in the Gulf to the
health of the global economy. This book demonstrates that the nature of military and political threats in the Gulf states (Bahrain, Saudi Arabia,
Iran, Iraq, Qatar, Yemen, and the UAE) has shifted during the past three years. Although the threat from Saddam Hussein's Iraq, which
produced three recent, major conventional wars-Iran-Iraq (1980-88), Persian Gulf (1990), and Iraq (2003)-has largely disappeared, it has
been replaced by concerns over the asymmetric warfare conducted by terrorist organizations and over the proliferation of WMDs by both
states and terrorists. These developments are affecting the defense planning and strategic posture of each country, and this book analyzes
developments in the force structures of the Gulf states and their ability to deal with this shift in the nature of threat. The military and security
forces of the Gulf states must evolve to adapt to the changing nature of the threat and take into account the risk of the Iraqi insurgency and
the uncertainty surrounding Iraq's future. The key areas covered in this book include the internal terrorist threat to Saudi Arabia and the Gulf
states; the impact of Iran's nuclear program and the risk it poses to energy and internal security in the Gulf area; and border disputes within
the region that could develop into conflict. In addition, the book studies the impact of the Iraq War on regional security and the fear of the
insurgency spilling over into neighboring states. Cordesman and Al-Rodhan demonstrate a shift toward using internal security services to
deal with the threat of extremism and asymmetric warfare. They also suggest that high energy prices and export revenues provide the Gulf
countries the opportunity to upgrade their military forces and deal with their undercapitalization as a result of low oil prices in the 1990s.
Moreover, they insist that the future of Iraq, the strategic and nuclear posture of Iran, and the terrorist threat will remain major risks and
uncertainties in the short to medium run.
Following on from his award-winning book on the history of ancient Persia, Kaveh Farrokh goes on to examine Iran's wartime history from the
Safavid dynasty of the 16th and 17th century through to the 1979 Revolution and beyond. He shows how the early military successes were
followed by centuries of defeat as the external influences of nations like Russia and Britain began to shape the internal history of Iran, before
unraveling the complex, violent 20th century military history of the country, which encompasses two world wars, regional movements, foreign
intervention, anti-government revolts, conflicts on the Soviet border, a revolution and an eight-year war with Iraq. Illustrated with
contemporary illustrations and photographs this book provides an unparalleled investigation into the bloody martial history of Iran.
In The Longest War, Dilip Hiro describes the causes and courses of the Iran-Iraq military conflict and its effect on the two antagonists, as well
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as the rest of the world. He reveals the intricate twists and turns of international diplomacy and the realpolitik behind the rhetoric, providing a
comprehensive and admirably balanced account of the political and military aspects of the "longest war."
The Iran-Iraq War was personified by the determination and ambition of the key leaders, Saddam Hussein and Ayatollah Khomeini, and
characterised by mass casualties, the repression of the civilian populations and chemical warfare. Fought with lucrative oil money, it left the
belligerents with crippling debts. In this important reappraisal, Rob Johnson explores the major issues surrounding the war, offers a fresh
analysis of the military aspects and assesses the far-reaching consequences for the wider world. It is essential reading for anyone who
wishes to understand the ensuing conflicts in the reqion, including the invasion of Iraq in 2003.
Far too much of the analysis of Iran's search for nuclear weapons treats it in terms of arms control or focuses on the potential threat to Israel.
In reality, Iran's mix of asymmetric warfare, conventional warfare, and conventionally armed missile forces have critical weaknesses that
make Iran anything but the hegemon of the Gulf. Iran's public focus on Israel also disguises the reality that its primary strategic focus is to
deter and intimidate its Gulf neighbors and the United States, not Israel. It has made major progress in creating naval forces for asymmetric
warfare and developing naval missiles, but it has very limited air-sea and intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (IS&R) capabilities. It
lacks modern conventional land, air, air defense and sea power, has fallen far behind the Arab Gulf states in modern aircraft and ships, and
its land forces are filled with obsolete and mediocre weapons that lack maneuver capability and sustainability outside Iran. Iran needs nuclear
weapons to offset these facts. Iran's Al Quds forces and efforts to build up regional forces like the Hezbollah have been highly effective, but it
lacks any real amphibious capability force for entry. It is able to spend far less on military forces than the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
states and only a fraction of what they can spend on arms imports. It has large numbers of short range rockets and growing missile forces,
but these lack the accuracy and lethality to pose a major threat to any Gulf state but Kuwait, and Iran is far weaker in every warfighting
dimension than a combination of U.S. and GCC forces. Nuclear weapons change this situation to an important degree. Nuclear armed missile
forces pose a major threat to every Gulf state, even if they have missile defenses. Many have only one major population center and all have
critically vulnerable facilities. All, along with the United States, will have to be far more cautious in escalating to major attacks on Iran if it uses
its asymmetric forces and pay far more attention to Iranian threats and efforts at intimidation.
This paper examines Iranian operational-level military decision-making from the perspective of historical case studies. Specifically, it analyzes
the various factors and processes that influenced Iranian military commanders during four major operations of the Iran-Iraq War and what
these operations might tell us about current-day military decision-making. Although a significant period of time has elapsed since the war,
most of Iran's senior military leaders participated in the conflict, which constituted a defining moment in the history of the Islamic Republic. It
is also the only example of a major state-on-state conflict in the post-revolutionary period. Iran's military academies and training centers,
therefore, have devoted a great deal of attention to studying the war, in part to derive operationally useful lessons for the present. Thus,
despite the passage of time, the war remains relevant to understanding the mindset of today's military leaders in Iran.
Iran's rearmament program has invited an array of interpretations of its current military capability to close or interdict the Strait of Hormuz
(SOH) . The fighting in the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988), drove Iran's military forces down to minimal levels of equipment while increasing
institutional disorganization. Air and ground assets ended the war in the poorest condition. Iran chose to rearm these forces first. However, in
1992, the focus widened to include the rebuilding of the Navy and those military assets physically near the Strait of Hormuz. This enlarged
emphasis expanded Iranian military capacity to again challenge shipping transiting the SOH. With its new naval acquisitions, Iran is an
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increased threat to the interests of its neighbors and the West, particularly the United States. Now, the ultimate challenge for decisionmakers
and strategic planners alike lies in accurately assessing the ability of Iranian forces to attempt to and, if possible, keep the Strait of Hormuz
closed.

This book is a fascinating critical examination of the characteristics and development of the armed forces in Iran, their
role under the Shah and their re-creation in the war against Iraq as the fighting forces of Islam. The author examines the
contradictory accounts, including the Shah’s own Answer to History, as well as newly available accounts by highly
placed ex-officials, and interviews with exiled army officers. He examines in detail the apparent shift of allegiance within
the forces from the Shah to Imam and the ways in which this was accomplished. Major Iranian offensives, changing
strategies from human wave assault to the Tankers War, and the delicate balance between the regular Army and the
Revolutionary Guards, are also extensively examined. The book concludes with an analysis of the potential role of the
armed forces in a succession crisis.
The history of the Iranian Air Force, currently known as the Islamic Republic of Iran Air Force, can be divided into two
phases-before the Islamic Revolution, and after it. Iran and Iraq fought an eight-year war against each other from
September 1980 to August 1988. On the Iranian side, for the first few months of the war, the burden to defend the
country was on the shoulders of the Iranian Air Force. The Iranian AF fought bravely against an invading army under
excruciating circumstances. What the Iranian flyers did was very much like the actions that the British Royal Air Force
took to defend Britain against the Nazi onslaught during the crucial weeks of the Battle of Britain. This short book
contains real-life stories from the air war as told by Iran's military aviators. The stories told herein are recalled, collected,
and translated for the first time in English for military history enthusiasts around the globe...
This comprehensive analysis documents the military forces in each Middle Eastern country at the end of the Cold War.
Cordesman discusses security developments and provides a qualitative and quantitative analysis of the strength and
effectiveness of every army, navy, air force, and air defence force in the region. He further assesses post-Cold War
modernization and expansions plans and each country's internal security situations, the role the military plays in its
government and internal tensions and civil wars. Special attention is paid to Iran and Iraq and the author examines the
military changes in both countries as responses to the Iran-Iraq and the First Gulf War. After the Storm is unique in
combining the evaluation of conventional forces with assessments of developments in biological, chemical and nuclear
weapons and provides a coherent picture of the state of the military in the Middle East in the early 1990s. Summary
tables and charts present keys statistics for the region, formatted to allow quick country by country comparisons.
War With Iran: Political, Military and Economic Consequences provides readers both a history of Iran’s relationship with
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the West and an expert’s estimation of what the political, human and financial costs of full-scale war with Iran might be.
Gulf Arabs are increasingly taking measure of Iran's capabilities to wage war. Military power is relative, not absolute, and
to gauge Iran's capabilities to wage war and threaten the Persian Gulf, one must compare Iran's power against that of its
regional rivals. A rough net assessment of strategies and military forces in the Gulf needs to weigh Iranian conventional
military power-both in its regular military and Revolutionary Guard forces-against the conventional militaries of Saudi
Arabia, the other Arab Gulf states, and the United States. By this scale, Arab and American forces are heavier than
Iranian capabilities. But because they are, Iran is likely to turn to its time-tested unconventional ways of war to exploit
Arab Gulf state and American vulnerabilities in future conflicts.
Describes the events preceding and during the Iran-Iraq War, detailing the battles, political negotiations, and
consequences of the war.
The dramatic secret history of our undeclared thirty-year conflict with Iran, revealing newsbreaking episodes of covert
and deadly operations that brought the two nations to the brink of open war For three decades, the United States and
Iran have engaged in a secret war. It is a conflict that has never been acknowledged and a story that has never been
told. This surreptitious war began with the Iranian revolution and simmers today inside Iraq and in the Persian Gulf.
Fights rage in the shadows, between the CIA and its network of spies and Iran's intelligence agency. Battles are fought at
sea with Iranians in small speedboats attacking Western oil tankers. This conflict has frustrated five American presidents,
divided administrations, and repeatedly threatened to bring the two nations into open warfare. It is a story of shocking
miscalculations, bitter debates, hidden casualties, boldness, and betrayal. A senior historian for the federal government
with unparalleled access to senior officials and key documents of several U.S. administrations, Crist has spent more than
ten years researching and writing The Twilight War, and he breaks new ground on virtually every page. Crist describes
the series of secret negotiations between Iran and the United States after 9/11, culminating in Iran's proposal for a grand
bargain for peace-which the Bush administration turned down. He documents the clandestine counterattack Iran
launched after America's 2003 invasion of Iraq, in which thousands of soldiers disguised as reporters, tourists, pilgrims,
and aid workers toiled to change the government in Baghdad and undercut American attempts to pacify the Iraqi
insurgency. And he reveals in vivid detail for the first time a number of important stories of military and intelligence
operations by both sides, both successes and failures, and their typically unexpected consequences. Much has changed
in the world since 1979, but Iran and America remain each other's biggest national security nightmares. "The Iran
problem" is a razor-sharp briar patch that has claimed its sixth presidential victim in Barack Obama and his
administration. The Twilight War adds vital new depth to our understanding of this acute dilemma it is also a thrillingly
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engrossing read, animated by a healthy irony about human failings in the fog of not-quite war.
This memorandum examines the Iran-Iraq War from a strategic perspective to determine its causes, to analyze the
military strategy and events of the war in order to shed light on significant tactical and logistical developments, and to
derive tentative conclusions regarding the strategic importance of the Gulf War. The author concludes that had Saddam
Hussein properly evaluated the conflicting demands of his political objectives and security policy on his strategic concept,
he would probably have abandoned the entire enterprise. (Author).
In an analysis grounded in the observation that although Iranian power projection is marked by strengths, it also has
serious liabilities and limitations, this report surveys the nature of both in four critical areas and offers a new U.S. policy
paradigm that seeks to manage the challenges Iran presents through the exploitation of regional barriers to its power and
sources of caution in the regime1s strategic calculus.
Iran's Military Forces and Warfighting CapabilitiesThe Threat in the Northern GulfCSISThe Iranian Military in Revolution
and War (RLE Iran D)Taylor & Francis
Three wars have dominated world events in recent years: The conflict which erupted between the United Kingdom and
Argentina over the Falkland/Malvinas Islands; the multinational conflict in Lebanon involving Irsaeli, Syrian, and FLO
forces in Lebanon; and the savage struggles between ground and air units of the Iranian and Iraqi forces. The scale and
intensity of these wars, their potential for global conflict, make them crucial for an understanding among citizens in
general, and defense and political analysts in particular. The authors and contributors to this most unusual volume come
to several common conclusions: professionalism is a crucial factor in military effectiveness, but not necessarily
dependent on modes of recruitment; high technology is crucial, but only in relation to the quality and training of the
personnel; public support is necessary to sustain military morale in democratic and authoritarian regimes alike. These are
only some of the incisive findings registered and explored in "The Regionalization of Warfare." The volume a'ssembles
experts not only on these three major regional and interregional conflicts, but on current U.S. defense policies; Soviet
strategic interests in Middle East and Persian Gulf conflicts; and a series of papers on lessons learned and unlearned as
a result of these "small wars" of the early 1980s. For those interested in military history, global strategy, and regional
rivalries, this -collection of finely written, sophisticated papers will prove to be of intense concern.
An authoritative analysis of Iran's political scene, security needs, and military capabilities--including the implications of
the latest efforts at reaching an accommodation with the West.
Immortal is the only single-volume English-language survey of Iran’s military history. CIA analyst Steven R. Ward shows
that Iran’s soldiers, from the famed “Immortals” of ancient Persia to today’s Revolutionary Guard, have demonstrated
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through the centuries that they should not be underestimated. This history also provides background on the nationalist,
tribal, and religious heritages of the country to help readers better understand Iran and its security outlook. Immortal
begins with the founding of ancient Persia’s empire under Cyrus the Great and continues through the Iran-Iraq War
(1980–1988) and up to the present. Drawing on a wide range of sources including declassified documents, the author
gives primary focus to the modern era to relate the build-up of the military under the last Shah, its collapse during the
Islamic revolution, its fortunes in the Iran-Iraq War, and its rise from the ashes to help Iran become once again a major
regional military power. He shows that, despite command and supply problems, Iranian soldiers demonstrate high levels
of bravery and perseverance and have enjoyed surprising tactical successes even when victory has been elusive. These
qualities and the Iranians’ ability to impose high costs on their enemies by exploiting Iran’s imposing geography bear
careful consideration today by potential opponents.
"In this volume, Anthony Cordesman provides the depth of analysis needed to fully comprehend the military capabilities
of these two volatile countries - recently highlighted by the U.S. secretary of state as the two most serious threats to U.S.
interests in the coming decade. In addition to providing a comprehensive assessment of Iran's and Iraq's armed forces
and weapons systems, Cordesman evaluates their internal political tensions and civil wars, examining the paramilitary
and rebel forces in the region. He concludes with realistic forecasts of possible future conflicts and a cogent strategy for
deterring those conflicts or effectively subduing them."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North
America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
This volume offers a wide-ranging examination of the Iran–Iraq War (1980–88), featuring fresh regional and international perspectives derived
from recently available new archival material. Three decades ago Iran and Iraq became embroiled in a devastating eight-year war which
served to re-define the international relations of the Gulf region. The Iran–Iraq War stands as an anomaly in the Cold War era; it was the only
significant conflict in which the interests of the United States and Soviet Union unwittingly aligned, with both superpowers ultimately
supporting the Iraqi regime. The Iran–Iraq War re-assesses not only the superpower role in the conflict but also the war’s regional and wider
international dimensions by bringing to the fore fresh evidence and new perspectives from a variety of sources. It focuses on a number of
themes including the economic dimensions of the war and the roles played by a variety of powers, including the Gulf States, Turkey, France,
the Soviet Union and the United States. The contributions to the volume serve to underline that the Iran–Iraq war was a defining conflict,
shaping the perspectives of the key protagonists for a generation to come. This book will be of much interest to students of international and
Cold War history, Middle Eastern politics, foreign policy, and International Relations in general.
The Iran-Iraq War is one of the largest, yet least documented conflicts in the history of the Middle East. Drawing from an extensive cache of
captured Iraqi government records, this book is the first comprehensive military and strategic account of the war through the lens of the Iraqi
regime and its senior military commanders. It explores the rationale and decision-making processes that drove the Iraqis as they grappled
with challenges that, at times, threatened their existence. Beginning with the bizarre lack of planning by the Iraqis in their invasion of Iran, the
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authors reveal Saddam's desperate attempts to improve the competence of an officer corps that he had purged to safeguard its loyalty to his
tyranny, and then to weather the storm of suicidal attacks by Iranian religious revolutionaries. This is a unique and important contribution to
our understanding of the history of war and the contemporary Middle East.
En gennemgang af krigen mellem Iran og Irak fra begyndelsen i 1980 til konfliktens eskalering i 1987.
“The Military Institution Between Revolution and Statehood” is divided into seven chapters, comprised of studies that were submitted at a
workshop held by the International Institute for Iranian Studies (Rasanah) in Riyadh on May 8, 2017. The first study is entitled “The
Ideological Dimension of the Military Institution.” The second study addresses the relationship between the institution of the military and the
political system in light of the compatibility theory. The third study analyses the military doctrine of the Iranian Armed Forces. The fourth study
sheds lights on Iranian military capabilities and deployment plans. The fifth study is entitled “The Militarization of Shiism.” The sixth study
discusses the assessment of the Iranian military doctrine and the military leadership. Finally, the seventh study addresses the economic
activities of the Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) as well as its tools and the implications for Iran and the region. The book ends with the
outcomes and recommendations of the workshop. Notably, the book is edited by Dr. Mohammad bin Saqr Alsulami and Dr. Fathy Abu Bakr
Almaraghi.
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