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This book introduces readers to the concept of the Axial Age and its relevance for a world in crisis. Scholars have
become increasingly interested in philosopher Karl Jaspers’ thesis that a spiritual revolution in consciousness during the
first millennium BCE decisively shaped world history. Axial ideas of transcendence develop into ideologies for world
religions and civilizations, in turn coalescing into a Eurasian world-system that spreads globally to become the foundation
of our contemporary world. Alongside ideas and ideologies, the Axial Age also taught spiritual practices critically resisting
the new scale of civilizational power: in small counter-cultural communities on the margins of society, they turn our
conscious focus inward to transform ourselves and overcome the destructive potentials within human nature. Axial
spiritualities offer humanity a practical wisdom, a profound psychology, and deep hope: to transform despair into
resilience, helping us face with courage the ecological and political challenges confronting us today.
The stories we tell about our past matter. But those stories have been shaped by prejudice, hoaxes and
misinterpretations that have whitewashed entire chapters of history, erased women and invented civilisations. Today
history is often used to justify xenophobia, nationalism and inequality as we cling to grand origin stories and heroic tales
of extraordinary men. Exploring myths, mysteries and misconceptions about the past – from the legacies of figures like
Pythagoras and Christopher Columbus, to the realities of life in the gun-toting Wild West, to the archaeological digs that
have upset our understanding of the birth of civilisation – David Mountain reveals how ongoing revolutions in history and
archaeology are shedding light on the truth. Full of adventures, and based on detailed research and interviews, Past
Mistakes will make you reconsider your understanding of history – and of the world today. From the fall of Rome to the
rise of the Wild West, David Mountain brings colour and perspective to historical mythmaking.
Die neolithische Revolution war der weitreichende Übergang vieler menschlicher Kulturen in der Jungsteinzeit von einem
Lebensstil der Jagdund des Sammelns zu einem Lebensstil der Landwirtschaft und Besiedlung,der eine immer größere
Bevölkerung ermöglichte. Diese Siedlungsgemeinschaften ermöglichten es den Menschen, Pflanzen zubeobachten und
mit ihnen zu experimentieren, um zu erfahren, wie sie wuchsen und sich entwickelten. Dieses neue Wissen führte zur
Domestizierung von Pflanzen. Die Landwirtschaft begann unabhängig in verschiedenen Teilen der Welt. Mindestens 11
getrennte Regionen der Alten und Neuen Welt waren als unabhängige Herkunftszentren beteiligt. Bewässerung,
Fruchtfolge und Dünger wurden kurz nach der Jungsteinzeit eingeführt und haben sich in den letzten 200 Jahren
erheblich weiterentwickelt.
Introduction : food for thought -- Part I. How did food shape us as humans? : food in human evolution -- Hunters and
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scavengers : the true "caveman" diet -- Little house on the savanna : fire, grandmothers, and homo erectus -- Big game
and small houses in the upper Paleolithic -- Part II. What role did food play in past human societies? : the prehistory of
food -- Domesticating humans : the origins of the agricultural lifestyle -- "Drinking beer in a blissful mood" : feasts and
fancy meals in the past -- The taste of power : cuisine, class, and conquest -- Foods of the gods and sacred meals -Daily bread : everyday meals, gender, and identity in the past - Conclusion : we are what we ate.
50 Great Myths of Human Evolution uses common misconceptions to explore basic theory and research in human
evolution and strengthen critical thinking skills for lay readers and students. Examines intriguing—yet widely
misunderstood—topics, from general ideas about evolution and human origins to the evolution of modern humans and
recent trends in the field Describes what fossils, archaeology, and genetics can tell us about human origins
Demonstrates the ways in which science adapts and changes over time to incorporate new evidence and better
explanations Includes myths such as “Humans lived at the same time as dinosaurs;” “Lucy was so small because she
was a child;” “Our ancestors have always made fire;” and “There is a strong relationship between brain size and
intelligence” Comprised of stand-alone essays that are perfect for casual reading, as well as footnotes and references
that allow readers to delve more deeply into topics
This volume 5 of the Mesolithic Edition publishes the papers of lectures and posters presented during the conference of
the AG Mesolithikum in Wuppertal in March 2017. 30 authors from Denmark, the Netherlands, Austria and Germany
publish their latest research on the Mesolithic. A total of 16 contributions offer site analyses, regional and supra-regional
studies as well as theoretical and methodological essays. At the end of the volume, the full publication list of the
honouree Bernhard Gramsch is published.
Offers a comprehensive framework that can assist in responding to new justice challenges for people on the move.
If languages influence the way we think, do bilinguals think differently in their respective languages? And if languages do
not affect thought, why do bilinguals often perceive such influence? For many years these questions remained
unanswered because the research on language and thought had focused solely on the monolingual mind. Bilinguals
were either excluded from this research as 'unusual' or 'messy' subjects, or treated as representative speakers of their
first languages. Only recently did bi- and multilinguals become research participants in their own right. Pavlenko
considers the socio-political circumstances that led to the monolingual status quo and shows how the invisibility of
bilingual participants compromised the validity and reliability of findings in the study of language and cognition. She then
shifts attention to the bilingual turn in the field and examines its contributions to the understanding of the human mind.
Landscapes have been fundamental to the human experience world-wide and throughout time, yet how did we as human
Page 2/10

Read Free Human Past Scarre Edition 3 File Type
beings evolve or co-evolve with our landscapes? By answering this question, we can understand our place in the
complex, ever-changing world that we inhabit. This book guides readers on a journey through the concurrent processes
of change in an integrated natural-cultural history of a landscape. While outlining the general principles for global
application, a richly illustrated case is offered through the Mariana Islands in the northwest tropical Pacific and
furthermore situated in a larger Asia-Pacific context for a full comprehension of landscape evolution at variable scales.
The author examines what happened during the first time when human beings encountered the world’s Remote Oceanic
environment in the Mariana Islands about 3500 years ago, followed by a continuous sequence of changing sea level,
climate, water resources, forest composition, human population growth, and social dynamics. This book provides a highresolution and long-term view of the complexities of landscape evolution that affect all of us today.
The first publication to outline the complex global story of human migration and dispersal throughout the whole of human
prehistory. Utilizing archaeological, linguistic and biological evidence, Peter Bellwood traces the journeys of the earliest huntergatherer and agriculturalist migrants as critical elements in the evolution of human lifeways. The first volume to chart global human
migration and population dispersal throughout the whole of human prehistory, in all regions of the world An archaeological odyssey
that details the initial spread of early humans out of Africa approximately two million years ago, through the Ice Ages, and down to
the continental and island migrations of agricultural populations within the past 10,000 years Employs archaeological, linguistic
and biological evidence to demonstrate how migration has always been a vital and complex element in explaining the evolution of
the human species Outlines how significant migrations have affected population diversity in every region of the world Clarifies the
importance of the development of agriculture as a migratory imperative in later prehistory Fully referenced with detailed maps
throughout
The Rise of Homo sapiens provides an unrivalled interdisciplinary introduction to the subject of hominin cognitive evolution that is
appropriate for general audiences and students in psychology, archaeology, and anthropology. The book includes chapters on
neural anatomy, working memory, evolutionary methods, and non-human primate cognition, but the bulk of the text reviews major
developments in cognition over the span of hominin evolution from the ape-like cognition of Ardipithecus to the final developments
that enabled the modern mind. The most provocative chapters of the first edition - the explicit discussion of the role of sleep in
hominin evolution and the difference between Neandertal and modern human cognition - incorporate significant developments in
both areas since the publication of the first edition. This revised edition updates the former text and adds greater emphasis to the
growing fields of epigenetic inheritance, embodied cognition, and neuroaesthetics. The new edition provides greater emphasis on
role and status of Homo heidelbergensis.
Big History is a new field on a grand scale: it tells the story of the universe over time through a diverse range of disciplines that
spans cosmology, physics, chemistry, astronomy, geology, evolutionary biology, anthropology, and archaeology, thereby
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reconciling traditional human history with environmental geography and natural history. Weaving the myriad threads of evidencebased human knowledge into a master narrative that stretches from the beginning of the universe to the present, the Big History
framework helps students make sense of their studies in all disciplines by illuminating the structures that underlie the universe and
the connections among them. Teaching Big History is a powerful analytic and pedagogical resource, and serves as a
comprehensive guide for teaching Big History, as well for sharing ideas about the subject and planning a curriculum around it.
Readers are also given helpful advice about the administrative and organizational challenges of instituting a general education
program constructed around Big History. The book includes teaching materials, examples, and detailed sample exercises. This
book is also an engaging first-hand account of how a group of professors built an entire Big History general education curriculum
for first-year students, demonstrating how this thoughtful integration of disciplines exemplifies liberal education at its best and
illustrating how teaching and learning this incredible story can be transformative for professors and students alike.
"This volume ... emerged from papers and commentaries given at the annual meeting of the American Society for Political and
Legal Philosophy (ASPLP) in Boston on August 28-29, 2008"--Preface.
Is global violence on the decline? Steven Pinker’s highly-publicized argument that human violence across the world has been
dramatically abating continues to influence discourse among academics and the general public alike. In this provocative volume, a
cast of eminent historians interrogate Pinker’s thesis by exposing the realities of violence throughout human history. In doing so,
they reveal the history of human violence to be richer, more thought-provoking, and considerably more complicated than Pinker
claims.
Over 15,000 years ago, a band of hunter-gatherers became the first people to set foot in the Americas. They soon found
themselves in a world rich in plants and animals, but also a world still shivering itself out of the coldest depths of the Ice Age. The
movement of those first Americans was one of the greatest journeys undertaken by ancient peoples. In this book, David Meltzer
explores the world of Ice Age Americans, highlighting genetic, archaeological, and geological evidence that has revolutionized our
understanding of their origins, antiquity, and adaptation to climate and environmental change. This fully updated edition integrates
the most recent scientific discoveries, including the ancient genome revolution and human evolutionary and population history.
Written for a broad audience, the book can serve as the primary text in courses on North American Archaeology, Ice Age
Environments, and Human evolution and prehistory.
Justice for People on the MoveMigration in Challenging TimesCambridge University Press
Introducing Archaeology offers a lively alternative to many other texts. While covering traditional elements of archaeology,
including methods and prehistory, the book also integrates the key principles of curriculum reform for the twenty-first century, as
outlined by the Society for American Archaeology. The second edition highlights recent developments in the field and includes a
new chapter on archaeology beyond mainstream academia. It also integrates more examples from popular culture, including
mummies, tattoos, pirates, and global warming. What results is a surprisingly fresh and contemporary take on archaeology, one
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that situates the discipline within, but also beyond, the academy. Introducing Archaeology is accompanied by a free website with
chapter-by-chapter resources for students, including study questions. Visit www.introducingarchaeology.com. Instructor ancillaries
for Introducing Archaeology include an instructor's manual, PowerPoint slides, and a testbank.
People of the Earth is a narrative account of the prehistory of humankind from our origins over 3 million years ago to the first preindustrial civilizations, beginning about 5,000 years ago. This is a global prehistory, which covers prehistoric times in every corner
of the world, in a jargon-free style for newcomers to archaeology. Many world histories begin with the first civilizations. This book
starts at the beginning of human history and summarizes the latest research into such major topics as human origins, the
emergence and spread of modern humans, the first farming, and the origins of civilization. People of the Earth is unique in its even
balance of the human past, its readily accessible style, and its flowing narrative that carries the reader through the long sweep of
our past. The book is highly illustrated, and features boxes and sidebars describing key dating methods and important
archaeological sites. This classic world prehistory sets the standard for books on the subject and is the most widely used
prehistory textbook in the world. It is aimed at introductory students in archaeology and anthropology taking survey courses on the
prehistoric past, as well as more advanced readers. It will also appeal to students of human responses to climatic and
environmental change.
This Handbook provides a comprehensive synthesis of African archaeology, covering the entirety of the continent's past from the beginnings
of human evolution to the archaeological legacy of European colonialism. It includes a mixture of key methodological and theoretical issues
and debates and situates the subject's contemporary practice.
In The Better Angels of Our Nature Harvard psychologist Steven Pinker argued that modern history has witnessed a dramatic decline in
human violence of every kind, and that in the present we are experiencing the most peaceful time in human history. But what do top
historians think about Pinker's reading of the past? Does his argument stand up to historical analysis? In The Darker Angels of our Nature,
seventeen scholars of international stature evaluate Pinker's arguments and find them lacking. Studying the history of violence from Japan
and Russia to Native America, Medieval England and the Imperial Middle East, these scholars debunk the myth of non-violent modernity.
Asserting that the real story of human violence is richer, more interesting and incomparably more complex than Pinker's sweeping, simplified
narrative, this book tests, and bests, 'fake history' with expert knowledge.
This New York Times bestseller "elegantly weaves evidence and insights . . . into a single, accessible historical narrative" (Bill Gates) and
presents a captivating history of the universe -- from the Big Bang to dinosaurs to mass globalization and beyond. Most historians study the
smallest slivers of time, emphasizing specific dates, individuals, and documents. But what would it look like to study the whole of history, from
the big bang through the present day -- and even into the remote future? How would looking at the full span of time change the way we
perceive the universe, the earth, and our very existence? These were the questions David Christian set out to answer when he created the
field of "Big History," the most exciting new approach to understanding where we have been, where we are, and where we are going. In
Origin Story, Christian takes readers on a wild ride through the entire 13.8 billion years we've come to know as "history." By focusing on
defining events (thresholds), major trends, and profound questions about our origins, Christian exposes the hidden threads that tie everything
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together -- from the creation of the planet to the advent of agriculture, nuclear war, and beyond. With stunning insights into the origin of the
universe, the beginning of life, the emergence of humans, and what the future might bring, Origin Story boldly reframes our place in the
cosmos.
Basics in Human Evolution offers a broad view of evolutionary biology and medicine. The book is written for a non-expert audience, providing
accessible and convenient content that will appeal to numerous readers across the interdisciplinary field. From evolutionary theory, to cultural
evolution, this book fills gaps in the readers’ knowledge from various backgrounds and introduces them to thought leaders in human
evolution research. Offers comprehensive coverage of the wide ranging field of human evolution Written for a non-expert audience, providing
accessible and convenient content that will appeal to numerous readers across the interdisciplinary field Provides expertise from leading
minds in the field Allows the reader the ability to gain exposure to various topics in one publication
Uses examples of artistic work in all media in order to show how contemporary artists have adapted their vision in a manipulation of modern
materials to satisfy mankind's needs for spiritual satisfaction through art.
India: The Ancient Past provides a clear and systematic introduction to the cultural, political, economic, social and geographical history of
ancient India from the time of the pre-Harappan culture nine thousand years ago up until the beginning of the second millennium of the
Common Era. The book engages with methodological and controversial issues by examining key themes such as the Indus-Sarasvati
civilization, the Aryan controversy, the development of Vedic and heterodox religions, and the political economy and social life of ancient
Indian kingdoms. This fully revised and updated second edition includes: Three new chapters examining the differences and commonalities
between the north and south of India; Extended discussion on contested issues, such as the origins of the Aryans and the role of feudalism in
ancient India; New source excerpts to introduce students to the most significant works in the historiography of India, and questions for
discussion; Study guides, including a list of key issues, suggested readings and a selection of internet sources for each chapter; Specially
designed maps to illustrate different time periods and geographical regions This richly illustrated guide provides a fascinating account of the
early development of Indian culture and civilization that will appeal to all students of Indian history.
This book investigates the social history of skin color from prehistory to the present, showing how our body's most visible trait influences our
social interactions in profound and complex ways. The author begins with the biology and evolution of skin pigmentation, explaining how skin
color changed as humans moved around the globe. She explores the relationship between melanin pigment and sunlight, and examines the
consequences of rapid migrations, vacations, and other lifestyle choices that can create mismatches between our skin color and our
environment. Richly illustrated, this book explains why skin color has come to be a biological trait with great social meaning-- a product of
evolution perceived by culture. It considers how we form impressions of others, how we create and use stereotypes, how negative
stereotypes about dark skin developed and have played out through history. Offering examples of how attitudes about skin color differ in the
U.S., Brazil, India, and South Africa, the author suggeststhat a knowledge of the evolution and social importance of skin color can help
eliminate color-based discrimination and racism.
This book aims to thoroughly discuss new directions of thinking in the arena of environmental archaeology and test them by presenting new
practical applications. Recent theoretical and epistemological advancement in the field of archaeology calls for a re-definition of the
subdiscipline of environmental archaeology and its position within the practise of archaeology. New technological and methodological
discoveries in hard sciences and computer applications opened fresh ways for interdisciplinary collaborations thus introducing new branches
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and specialisations that need now to be accommodated and integrated within the previous status-quo. This edited volume will take the
challenge and engage with contemporary international discussions about the role of the discipline within the general framework of
archaeology. By drawing upon these debates, the contributors to this volume will rethink what environmental archaeology is and what kind of
input the investigation of this kind of materiality has to the reconstruction of human history and sociality.
Situating archaeology in academic, social, and political contexts, the third edition emphasizes the ethics and the scholarship of women and
includes considerable focus on the archaeology of recent and contemporary times.
Our current world is characterized by life in cities, the existence of social inequalities, and increasing individualization. When and how did
these phenomena arise? What was the social and economic background for the development of hierarchies and the first cities? The authors
of this volume analyze the processes of centralization, cultural interaction, and social differentiation that led to the development of the first
urban centres and early state formations of ancient Eurasia, from the Atlantic coasts to China. The chronological framework spans a period
from the Neolithic to the Late Iron Age, with a special focus on the early first millennium BC. By adopting an interdisciplinary approach
structured around the concepts of identity and materiality, this book addresses the appearance of a range of key phenomena that continue to
shape our world.
The development of agriculture has often been described as the most important change in all of human history. Volume 2 of the Cambridge
World History series explores the origins and impact of agriculture and agricultural communities, and also discusses issues associated with
pastoralism and hunter-fisher-gatherer economies. To capture the patterns of this key change across the globe, the volume uses an
expanded timeframe from 12,000 BCE–500 CE, beginning with the Neolithic and continuing into later periods. Scholars from a range of
disciplines, including archaeology, historical linguistics, biology, anthropology, and history, trace common developments in the more complex
social structures and cultural forms that agriculture enabled, such as sedentary villages and more elaborate foodways, and then present a
series of regional overviews accompanied by detailed case studies from many different parts of the world, including Southwest Asia, South
Asia, China, Japan, Southeast Asia and the Pacific, sub-Saharan Africa, the Americas, and Europe.
For the past million years, individuals have engaged in multitasking as they interact with the surrounding environment and with each other for
the acquisition of daily necessities such as food and goods. Although culture is often perceived as a collective process, it is individual people
who use language, experience illness, expend energy, perceive landscapes, and create memories. These processes were sustained at the
individual and household level from the time of the earliest social groups to the beginnings of settled agricultural communities and the
eventual development of complex societies in the form of chiefdoms, states, and empires. Even after the advent of ÒcivilizationÓ about 6,000
years ago, human culture has for the most part been created and maintained not by the actions of elitesÑas is commonly proclaimed by
many archaeological theoristsÑbut by the many thousands of daily actions carried out by average citizens. With this book, Monica L. Smith
examines how the archaeological record of ordinary objectsÑused by ordinary peopleÑconstitutes a manifestation of humankindÕs cognitive
and social development. A Prehistory of Ordinary People offers an impressive synthesis and accessible style that will appeal to
archaeologists, cultural anthropologists, and others interested in the long history of human decision-making.
A journey through the evolution of Britain's prehistoric landscape, and an insight into the lives of its inhabitants, in fifteen scenes.
An authoritative guide to the Ancient Middle East as seen through the lens of cuneiform writing, the writing system of ancient Mesopotamia.
Written by a team of international scholars, with chapter bibliographies and numerous illustrations, the Handbook is a state-of-the-art guide to
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the discipline as well as offering pathways for future research.
Methodik - Datierung - Handbuch/übergreifende Darstellung.
This book takes a dramatically original approach to the history of humanity, using objects which previous civilisations have left behind them,
often accidentally, as prisms through which we can explore past worlds and the lives of the men and women who lived in them. The book's
range is enormous. It begins with one of the earliest surviving objects made by human hands, a chopping tool from the Olduvai gorge in
Africa, and ends with an object from the 21st century which represents the world we live in today. Neil MacGregor's aim is not simply to
describe these remarkable things, but to show us their significance - how a stone pillar tells us about a great Indian emperor preaching
tolerance to his people, how Spanish pieces of eight tell us about the beginning of a global currency or how an early Victorian tea-set tells us
about the impact of empire. Each chapter immerses the reader in a past civilisation accompanied by an exceptionally well-informed guide.
Seen through this lens, history is a kaleidoscope - shifting, interconnected, constantly surprising, and shaping our world today in ways that
most of us have never imagined. An intellectual and visual feast, it is one of the most engrossing and unusual history books published in
years.
The rise of the multi-billion dollar ancestry testing industry points to one immutable truth about us as human beings: we want to know where
we come from and who our ancestors were. John H. Relethford and Deborah A. Bolnick explore this topic and many more in this second
edition of Reflections of Our Past. Where did modern humans come from and how important are the biological differences among us? Are we
descended from Neandertals? How should we understand the connections between genetic ancestry, race, and identity? Were Native
Americans the first to inhabit the Americas? Can we see evidence of the Viking invasions of Ireland a millennium ago even in the Irish of
today? Through engaging examination of issues such as these, and using non-technical language, Reflections of Our Past shows how
anthropologists use genetic information to suggest answers to fundamental questions about human history. By looking at genetic variation in
the world today and in the past, we can reconstruct the recent and remote events and processes that have created the variation we see,
providing a fascinating reflection of our genetic past.
Understanding Collapse explores the collapse of ancient civilisations, such as the Roman Empire, the Maya, and Easter Island. In this lively
survey, Guy D. Middleton critically examines our ideas about collapse - how we explain it and how we have constructed potentially misleading
myths around collapses - showing how and why collapse of societies was a much more complex phenomenon than is often admitted. Rather
than positing a single explanatory model of collapse - economic, social, or environmental - Middleton gives full consideration to the
overlooked resilience in communities of ancient peoples and the choices that they made. He offers a fresh interpretation of collapse that will
be accessible to both students and scholars. The book is an engaging, introductory-level survey of collapse in the archaeology/history
literature, which will be ideal for use in courses on the collapse of civilizations, sustainability, and climate change. It includes up-to-date case
studies of famous and less well-known examples of collapses, and is illustrated with 25 black and white illustrations, 3 line drawings, 16
tables and 18 maps.

Humans are unique in that they expend considerable effort and ingenuity in disposing of the dead. Some of the
recognisable ways we do this are visible in the Palaeolithic archaeology of the Ice Age. The Palaeolithic Origins of
Human Burial takes a novel approach to the long-term development of human mortuary activity – the various ways we
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deal with the dead and with dead bodies. It is the first comprehensive survey of Palaeolithic mortuary activity in the
English language. Observations in the modern world as to how chimpanzees behave towards their dead allow us to
identify ‘core’ areas of behaviour towards the dead that probably have very deep evolutionary antiquity. From that point,
the palaeontological and archaeological records of the Pliocene and Pleistocene are surveyed. The core chapters of the
book survey the mortuary activities of early hominins, archaic members of the genus Homo, early Homo sapiens, the
Neanderthals, the Early and Mid Upper Palaeolithic, and the Late Upper Palaeolithic world. Burial is a striking component
of Palaeolithic mortuary activity, although existing examples are odd and this probably does not reflect what modern
societies believe burial to be, and modern ways of thinking of the dead probably arose only at the very end of the
Pleistocene. When did symbolic aspects of mortuary ritual evolve? When did the dead themselves become symbols? In
discussing such questions, The Palaeolithic Origins of Human Burial offers an engaging contribution to the debate on
modern human origins. It is illustrated throughout, includes up-to-date examples from the Lower to Late Upper
Palaeolithic, including information hitherto unpublished.
Distinguished archaeologist Cunliffe views Europe not in terms of states and shifting political land boundaries but as a
geographical niche particularly favored in facing many seas, in this history that presents an engaging new understanding
of Old Europe.
Time and History in Prehistory explores the many processes through which time and history are conceptualized and
constructed, challenging the perception of prehistoric societies as ahistorical. Drawing equally on contemporary theory
and illustrative case studies, and firmly rooted in material evidence, this book rearticulates concepts of time and history,
questions the kind of narratives to be written about the past and underlines the fundamentally historical nature of
prehistory. From a range of multi-disciplinary perspectives, the authors of this volume address the scales at which
archaeological evidence and narrative are interwoven, from a single day to deep history and from a solitary pot to a
complete city. In doing so, they argue the need for a multi-scalar approach to prehistoric data that allows for the interplay
between short and long term, and for analytical units that encourage us to move continuously between scales. The
growing interest in time and history in archaeology and across a wide range of disciplines concerned with human action
and the human past highlights that these are exceptionally active fields. By juxtaposing varied viewpoints, this volume
bridges gaps in narrative, finds a place for inclusive histories and makes clear the benefit of integrative and
interdisciplinary approaches, including different disciplines and types of data.
Anthropos, in the sense of species as well as cultures and ethics, locates humans as part of much larger orders of
existence – fundamental when thinking about climate change. This book offers a new way of exploring the significance of
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locality and lives in the epoch of the Anthropocene, a time when humans confront the limits of our control over nature.
Many scholars now write about the ethics, policies and politics of climate change, focussing on global processes and
effects. The book’s innovative approach to cross-cultural comparison and a regionally based study explores people’s
experiences of environmental change and the meaning of climate change for diverse human worlds in a changing
biosphere. The main study site is the Hunter Valley in southeast Australia: an ecological region defined by the Hunter
River catchment; a dwelling place for many generations of people; and a key location for transnational corporations
focussed on the mining, burning and export of black coal. Abundant fossil fuel reserves tie Hunter people and places to
the Asia Pacific – the engine room of global economic growth in the twenty-first century and the largest user of the
planet’s natural resources. The book analyses the nexus of place and perceptions, political economy and social
organisation in situations where environmental changes are radically transforming collective worlds. Based on an
anthropological approach informed by other ways of thinking about environment-people relationships, this book analyses
the social and cultural dimensions of climate change holistically. Each chapter links the large scales of species and
planet with small places, commodity chains, local actions, myths and values, as well as the mingled strands of dystopian
imaginings and strivings for recuperative renewal in an era of transition.
Per Molander ist ein außergewöhnlicher Intellektueller und kennt die Spitzenpolitik aus eigener Praxis. Die
Auseinandersetzung mit den Thesen des Marquis Nicolas de Condorcet (1743-1794) führt Molander zu einem glühenden
Angriff auf die herrschende Lehre von heute, bei dem er die immer engere Verflechtung von Markt und Staat als
ernsthafte Gefahr für Demokratie scharf kritisiert. Condorcet ist einer der Vordenker und Väter der modernen Demokratie
und war als Mathematiker und Philosoph der Aufklärung Mitglied der Nationalversammlung während der Französischen
Revolution. Diese ideengeschichtliche Verankerung seiner Gedanken zur heutigen Gesellschaft macht Molanders Buch
zu einem lesenswerten Erkenntnisgewinn.
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