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Open source software makes the basic program instructions available for anyone
to see and edit. An 'open source church,' likewise, is one in which the basic
functions of mission and ministry are open to anyone. Members feel free to
pursue their callings from God that are consistent with what God has called the
congregation to be and do. But what does 'open source church' look like? In
Open Source Church: Making Room for the Wisdom of All, Landon Whitsitt
argues that Wikipedia, the encyclopedia that anyone can see and edit, might be
the most instructive model available to help congregations develop leaders and
structures that can meet the challenges presented by our changing world. Its
success depends, he demonstrates, not on the views of select experts but on the
collective wisdom of crowds. Then, turning to the work of James Surowiecki in
The Wisdom of Crowds, he explores the idea that the body of Christ itself--when
it is intentionally diverse, encourages independence of thought, values
decentralization, and effectively captures and aggregates the group's collective
wisdom--is an open source church. Together, these phenomena show us what
an 'open source church' looks like. It is the body of Christ at its best.
?From cover to cover, this book is full of imaginative, read-to-use liturgies,
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prayers and service outlines for the Christian year from one of the most creative
and poetic voices in the church today. This collection includes themed complete
worship outlines for: - Pentecost: finding a language of love in a world of
strangers and restoring community; - Trinity: knowing that we belong and are
loved; - Ordinary Time: journeying in faith, venturing out, encountering storms,
not losing heart, replenishing our resources; - Transfiguration: seeing heaven in
the everyday; - Harvest: fruitfulness in unexpected places; - All Saints and All
Souls: expressing our grief, joyful remembrance, finding light in the darkness.
What if you could live each day with joy and purpose? Join beloved author
Deacon Greg Kandra as he uncovers the rich treasury of Scripture and Tradition
to discover just how to live an extraordinary life starting today!
Transcending Generations is a guide for church leaders seeking to communicate
and collaborate with adults of all ages—beyond generations. In this new guide to
being and doing church, sociologist and culture critic Meredith Gould focuses on
issues shared by people of faith, regardless of chronological age, psychosocial
development, or generational cohort. In short, easy-to-read chapters and with her
characteristic wit, Gould challenges readers to think in more nuanced ways about
age to remove false barriers. Readers are guided through practical ways to move
forward together while honoring authentic differences. Includes questions for
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individual inquiry and group discussion.
Assist Our Song combines accessible teaching about the theology and shape of
worship with essential information about the forms of music used, including
congregational hymns, songs, canticles and psalm chant, and music performed
by choirs and musicians. It explores the range of resources available, how to
extend repertoire, blending the old with the new, changing patterns of church life,
and other practical issues. Its aims are the heightening of the profile of music
within the church, increasing the skills and understanding on the part of
musicians and choirs, assisting leaders of worship and empowering
congregations to see themselves also as ‘ministers of music’ It offers practical
assistance for the ‘delivery’ of music – choosing music, making the most of
choirs and working with musicians. It will be welcomed by all who lead, provide or
curate music in worship, as well as clergy and ordinands who lack musical
expertise or confidence.
Seven years in development, Singing the Faith is authorised by the Methodist
Conference and replaces Hymns and Psalms, published almost 30 years ago.
Containing the classic, best loved hymns of the Christian tradition it also
incorporates many bold and exciting elements including hymns, songs and
liturgical chants from the world church.
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What does it mean to be church today? As changes in demographics,
participation, and leadership continue to roil faith communities in the Western
world, questions about the historic roots of church communities have become all
the more important. Scholarly investigations of the historical texture of early
Christian communities continue to advance our understanding, but are often too
technical for non-experts for whom the questions may be more keenly felt. Troy
M. Troftgruben provides an accessible, succinct survey of what we now know
about the roots of Christian community, taking an "ancient-future" approach by
engaging contemporary questions through classical sources. Rooted and
Renewing turns to historical-critical and social-scientific studies to portray
everyday realities in the earliest communities, especially the Pauline assemblies.
Aimed at church members and leaders alike, the book encourages reflection on
the church's past so as to explore how Christians are called to be the church in
today's world.
Honest Sadness examines lament as a means of articulating faithful
incomprehension, and as a resource for what have been called communities of
honest sadness.
There has been ongoing controversy over the place of non-heterosexuals in
church and society, with ordination and same-sex unions being particular hotPage 4/20
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button topics. Now Kenneth D. Thurow, a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, makes a compelling case for welcoming non-heterosexuals
to A Place at the Table, basing his case on the Bible, the social sciences, and the
theology and mission of the church. This book offers guidance on interpreting the
Bible, examines what the Bible says about sexual behaviors, explores the
concept of "abomination," invites reflection on life "outside of Eden," declares
welcome to be a vital part of the church's mission, and recommends specific
actions. ..". an accessible, fresh, compelling reframing of the issues around nonheterosexuality. Moving beyond current rhetoric, this book returns to essential
questions: how do we read the Bible, see ourselves as church, and understand
the mission of God as including radical hospitality. It will encourage dialog around
one of the hot topic issues facing the church." -Dr. Ann Fritschel, Associate
Professor of Hebrew Bible, Wartburg Theological Seminary ..". makes an
excellent case for enlightened understanding of scripture. Discussion of biblical
texts is vast and fair. Chapters provide excellent lead-ins to discussion." -Dr.
Frank Benz, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament, Wartburg Theological
Seminary
Arising out of many year's experience of helping to lead local church worship and
counselling work in a children's hospice, this is the first of three new volumes that
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focuses on the occasions when many non-churchgoers visit a church: for
christenings, weddings, funerals, and memorials. These rites of passage present
key opportunities for occasional visitors to encounter the Christian faith. If they
are imaginatively handled a lifelong interest can be aroused. If they are
insensitively done, people can be put of for life. This practical resource offers
prayers, forms of words and many tried and tested ideas for creating rituals that
give support at a time of great need following a death. It will enable the creation
of rites (based on the authorized liturgical texts) that are beautiful, memorable
and meaningful. Particular help is given for that most difficult of pastoral
challenges, the death of a child and the care of the bereaved family.
Was passiert, wenn die Liebe regiert: Royal-Wedding-Prediger Michael B. Curry
– der mit seiner Rede auf der Hochzeit von Prinz Harry und Meghan Markle
Millionen begeisterte – zeigt, wie verrückt und lebensverändernd die Botschaft
der Christen ist, mit der die Welt auf den Kopf gestellt werden kann. Woran
denken Sie, wenn Sie das Wort »Christen« hören? An zurückhaltende Menschen,
die sonntags andächtig in den Bankreihen einer Kirche sitzen? Bischof Michael
B. Curry ist davon überzeugt: Ein braves Christentum bringt uns alle nicht weiter.
Was diese Welt braucht, sind Christen, die genauso verrückt sind, wie Jesus. Die
anders handeln, als es weithin üblich ist. Menschen, die ihren Besitz und ihre Zeit
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großzügig mit anderen teilen, die nicht nach dem Lohn für ihr Handeln fragen, die
auf ihr Recht verzichten. Und die sogar denen vergeben, die sie schlecht
behandeln. Und die dadurch dazu beitragen, Gottes Traum für diese Welt wahr
zu machen. In seinem Buch entfaltet Bischof Curry die verrückte und
lebensverändernde Vision Jesu. Eine Botschaft der Hoffnung auf eine neue,
verwandelte Welt, in der die Liebe regiert. Eine Liebe, die stärker ist als alle
Gewalt. Für Bischof Curry ist der Weg der Liebe der einzige, um den
Herausforderungen der Zukunft begegnen zu können. Ein leidenschaftliches
Plädoyer, verrückt zu leben wie Jesus – und so die Welt zu verändern ... »Jesus
war verrückt. Er betete sogar noch, als die Leute ihn umbrachten. ›Vater, vergib
ihnen, denn sie wissen nicht, was sie tun.‹ (Lukas 23,34). Und alle, die ihm
nachfolgen wollen, die mit ihm gehen und leben wollen, muss man wohl ebenfalls
so bezeichnen – verrückt. Wir brauchen verrückte Christen!« Michael B. Curry
Aus dem Inhalt: • Zu wissen: Wir sind Teil von etwas Größerem, das gibt uns
Kraft • Wir brauchen verrückte Christen • Lasst uns den Traum Gottes leben •
Wir können die Welt verändern ...
The point of the Revised Common Lectionary is to allow God’s people to
encounter the meaning of Scripture through the Word read and proclaimed. Yet
too many lectionary resources fail to help in that task. In fact, they often confront
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the preacher with a choice between poor options: in-depth commentary focused
too heavily on the historical world of the text; or shallow suggestions for “life
applications” that have too little to do with the real world. Christians are called to
an engagement with the deep meaning of Scripture; preachers are called to help
them do that. But where can they turn for resources that will make this possible?
The Abingdon Theological Companion to the Lectionary begins with the
conviction that Scripture speaks first and foremost to Christians now. Its message
engages Christian belief and action in the present day. While informed by the
best in current biblical studies, its commentary on the Scripture passages of the
Revised Common Lectionary focuses on the questions of Christian life in the
world that church members bring with them to worship. Each entry is co-written
by a Theologian and a Homiletician and seeks to answer the essential questions,
“what does this passage say about the Gospel? How does it speak to my
encounter with God in Christ, and my calling as a Christian in the world?” This
volume is conceived as a companion to biblical and lectionary resources that
preachers regularly employ. It showcases theological matters that arise out of
both the biblical texts in the lectionary and the church seasons and special days.
This important resource will draw upon recent scholarship in various disciplines
with a view to enriching the theological contribution of sermons in the years to
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come. The result will be a volume that has broad ecumenical appeal and that
preachers will want at their fingertips. This volume is for The Revised Common
Lectionary Year C.
Includes the Rite of Dedication of a Church and an Altar, a rite to use in a sacred
place that has been desecrated, and a ritual for a church that is being closed.
Rooted in real-life practice with accessible, non-technical text, this attractive
guide inspires all worshippers to think about how worship changes us. A key part
of the Liturgical Commission's Transforming Worship initiative, this guide
provides a rich source of ideas for PCCs, worship planning groups and ministry
teams. Not only that, it's an invaluable aid to get the whole church involved in
transforming worship.
A book of quotes and readings - poems, prayers, short reflections and stories for each day of the year from writers and thinkers who have inspired the Iona
Community and from members of the community themselves.
As someone who has been guiding people through the catacombs of their own
lives for decades, Francis Dorff, O. Praem. is uniquely qualified to tell stories that
evoke personal experiences of the treasures residing within each of us. Readers
may recognize
Hymnody is widely recognised as a central tenet of Methodism’s theological,
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doctrinal, spiritual, and liturgical identity. Theologically and doctrinally, the content
of the hymns has traditionally been a primary vehicle for expressing Methodism’s
emphasis on salvation for all, social holiness, and personal commitment, while
particular hymns and the communal act of participating in hymn singing have
been key elements in the spiritual lives of Methodists. An important contribution
to the history of Methodism, British Methodist Hymnody argues that the
significance of hymnody in British Methodism is best understood as a
combination of its official status, spiritual expression, popular appeal, and
practical application. Seeking to consider what, when, how, and why Methodists
sing, British Methodist Hymnody examines the history, perception, and practice
of hymnody from Methodism’s small-scale eighteenth-century origins to its place
as a worldwide denomination today.
"Has nine sessions and a retreat experience to help young people enter fully into
the expectation and the joy of the Ordinary Time season. In addition to its fully
developed sessions, this guide has strategies for encouraging real participation in
liturgical and community life of the parish as it ritualizes and celebrates Ordinary
Time"--Back cover.
Growing HopeDaily readingsWild Goose Publications
An invigorating view of faith from the first African American Presiding Bishop of
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the Episcopal Church. “What the Church needs, what this world needs, are some
Christians who are as crazy as the Lord. Crazy enough to love like Jesus, to give
like Jesus, to forgive like Jesus, to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with
God—like Jesus. Crazy enough to dare to change the world.” From the very first
page, Bishop Michael B. Curry’s fresh, robust take on religion is unafraid to ask
the tough questions. Crazy Christians is an upfront, unflinching call to those who
boldly follow Christ and dare to march to beat of their own drum. Filled with
inspiring sermons, including Bishop Curry’s acclaimed 2012 General Convention
address, this inspiring book takes a provocative look at what it really takes to
make a difference. Bishop Curry encourages all of us to let go of conventions and
embrace the craziness of believing we can change the world for the better.
Postils for Preaching repristinates an old term for commentaries on the appointed
texts by assisting preachers in their time-honored calling of preaching the Word.
"Post illa," some think, probably refers to the reflecting "after this" (meaning upon
the texts) that preachers must do in the context of the lives of their congregations
and larger communities. These essays do not aim to be sermons but sermonstarters, goads and incitements to consider the assigned texts with serious
imagination and good humor, all in the context of the church year and its intertextual connections. The intention of this publication is to dip into a lifetime of that
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exegetical and homiletical "bag of tricks" as Jesus himself obliquely
recommended when he noted how "every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old" (Matt 13:52). Please consider these postils
a "thesaurus" ("treasury") from which to borrow insights, references, and
allusions as needed and found of value.
Prayer Services for Times of Need provides completely prepared liturgies of the
Word for faith communities seeking to come together to pray and act in light of a
specific incident or in response to a prevalent issue.
Living Liturgy™ 2022 provides practical, sound, and inspiring content from expert
authors to enrich your parish liturgy and ministry. A robust formation program,
Living Liturgy™ offers the readings, plus insightful reflections and contextual
background information for Sundays, Solemnities, and additional feasts of
liturgical and national importance. This best-selling annual resource is ideal for
parish ministers, liturgists, pastors, planning committees, and RCIA programs. An
entirely new resource prepared for each liturgical year, Living Liturgy™ gives your
team the spiritual preparation they need to serve in their ministries, integrating
daily living, prayer, and study in an inviting and easy-to-use format. Engaging art
by Ruberval Monteiro da Silva, OSB, complements the text and invites further
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reflection on the Gospel of the day. This indispensable guide deepens a liturgical
spirituality and strengthens the worship experience for the whole parish.
What Would You Surrender for God? Christians in the Middle East, in much of
Asia, and in Africa are still being martyred for the faith, but how many American
Christians are willing to lay down their smartphones, let alone their lives, for the
faith? Being a Christian in America doesn’t require much these days. Suburban
megachurches are more like entertainment venues than places to worship God.
The lives that American “Christians” lead aren’t much different from those of
their atheist neighbors, and their knowledge of theology isn’t much better either.
Matt Walsh of The Daily Wire exposes the pitiful state of Christianity in America
today, lays out the stakes for us, our families, and our eternal salvation, and
invites us to a faith that’s a lot less easy and comfortable—but that’s more real
and actually worth something. The spiritual junk food we’re stuffing ourselves
with is never going to satisfy. As St. Augustine said over a millennium ago, our
hearts are restless until they rest in Him. Only God Himself can make our lives
anything but ultimately meaningless and empty. And we will never get anywhere
near Him if we refuse to take up our cross and follow Jesus. This rousing call to
the real adventure of a living faith is a wake-up call to complacent Christians and
a rallying cry for anyone dissatisfied with a lukewarm faith.
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Catholic social teaching guides us in how we are to live the Gospel in today’s world. Liturgy
forms us in these teachings and sends us out into the world to give witness to the Gospel.
Organized by the seven themes of Catholic social teaching as developed by the United States
bishops, this resource explores the intimate connection between liturgy and Catholic social
teaching. It provides insights for parish teams on how Catholics might better live what it is we
celebrate each time we gather to worship God and express more fully, consciously, and
actively what it means to be in right relationship with God and the world. With questions for
discussion and reflection following each thematic chapter, worship teams, parish councils, and
peace and justice committees will be able to evaluate and improve parish liturgical practices
and ministerial outreach as rooted in Catholic social teaching. With penitential services
organized by each of the seven themes, this resource also provides parishioners with the
means to examine their own consciences, make acts of reparation, and resolve to be more
committed to following the teachings of the Church. Liturgy and Catholic Social Teaching is
sure to help build a world that more closely reflects the love and mercy, justice, and peace of
God. The prayer services found in this book may also be downloaded as a PDF. Additional
questions for discussion are also provided online for young adults.
Contains creative prayers services for each week of Year B. Designed with the WCC approach
in mind. Includes original music.
An introduction and interactive process for parish-based catechist formation.
The relatively recent "worship wars" over styles of worship — traditional, contemporary, or
blended — have calmed down, and many churches have now reached decisions about which
"worship style" defines them. At a more fundamental level, however, change has yet to begin.
Page 14/20

Bookmark File PDF All Are Welcome Marty Haugen Sheet Music
In From Memory to Imagination Randall Bradley argues that fallout from the worship wars
needs to be cleaned up and that fundamental cultural changes — namely, the effects of
postmodernism — call for new approaches to worship. Outlining imaginative ways for the
church to move forward, this book is a must-read for church leaders and anyone interested in
worship music.
Liturgy with a Difference gathers a broad range of international theologians and scholars to
interrogate current practices of liturgy and worship in order to unmask ways in which
dehumanizing majoritarianisms and presumed norms of gender, culture, ethnicity, and body,
among others, remain at work in congregations.
Have you ever felt frustrated with the situation in which you find yourself? Take a step back,
breathe, and with an open mind, read one woman's story of self-discovery, her battle with
multiple sclerosis, and journey to find her better way of living. You are bound to read
something that resonates with you. There's Got to Be a Better Way . . . of Living is filled with
life lessons, tips on green living, and even some recipes. Give it a try. You'll be the better for it.
Christian initiation takes varying forms in different denominations and for many nonchurchgoing new parents, a christening or some other kind of ceremony is important at this
landmark time in their lives. Equally, many adults seek baptism in the Church of England and
the ancient practice of baptism with confirmation at the Easter Vigil is enjoying a revival. This
volume - the third and final volume in the "Creative Pastoral Liturgy" series - offers imaginative
ideas and liturgies for all these and many more occasions in the life of a local church which you
will not find in official service books. These include: blessings for a house and a new building,
thanksgiving liturgies for all who help to run the church, services of blessing for those moving
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away, for a student going travelling, for a group going on pilgrimage, for an ordinand starting
training, and for someone going to serve overseas. As with the companion volumes on
marriage and funerals, this invaluable resource ensures that the authorised initiation liturgies
are celebrated with imagination and creativity so that pastoral support and care is made clearly
visible.
Feasting on the Gospels is a new seven-volume series that follows up on the success of the
Feasting on the Word series to provide another unique preaching resource, this time on the
most prominent and preached upon New Testament books, the four Gospels. With
contributions from a diverse and respected group of scholars and pastors, Feasting on the
Gospels will include completely new material that covers every single passage in the New
Testament Gospels, making it suitable for both lectionary and non-lectionary use. Moreover,
these volumes will incorporate the unique format of Feasting on the Word, with four
perspectives for preachers to choose from for each Gospel passage: theological, pastoral,
exegetical, and homiletical. Feasting on the Gospels will provide a special resource for all who
preach, either continuously or occasionally, on the Gospels.

Building bridges has been and still is the main task of the European Society of
Women in Theological Research (ESWTR). It aims to facilitate theological and
academic religious debate transcending the borders between languages and
countries, as well as those resulting from religions, confessions, cultures or
traditions, in order to offer constructive future perspectives. This volume has now
adopted "building bridges" as its main theme. It reflects the contributions to the
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11th International Conference of ESWTR held in 2005 in the unique historical
and cultural setting of Budapest. European women in the lead of theological
research discuss the subject on the basis of their different specialist approaches
and thus provide a unique spectrum of contemporary discourse from very varied
disciplines in theology and religious studies.
This groundbreaking resource will be put to immediate use in churches up and
down the country and will transform the way that worship is both conducted and
experienced. Liturgy is all too often about words and is led from the front. This
imaginative and profoundly theological companion is packed with ideas on how to
enrich the liturgy by creating a context of action, movement and symbolic
expression involving the whole assembly. A modern 'Priest's Handbook', this will
not only instruct and inspire clergy and worship leaders, but will fully engage
congregations in creating worship that is nurturing and challenging.
Hymns and the music the church sings are tangible means of expressing
worship. And while worship is one of, if not the, central functions of the church
along with mission, service, education, justice, and compassion, and occupies a
prime focus of our churches, a renewed sense of awareness to our theological
presuppositions and cultural cues must be maintained to ensure a proper focus in
worship. Hymns and Hymnody: Historical and Theological Introductions is a
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60-chapter, three-volume introductory textbook describing the most influential
hymnists, liturgists, and musical movements of the church. This academically
grounded resource evaluates both the historical and theological perspectives of
the major hymnists and composers that have impacted the church over the
course of twenty centuries. Volume 1 explores the early church and concludes
with the Renaissance era hymnists. Volume 2 begins with the Reformation and
extends to the eighteenth-century hymnists and liturgists. Volume 3 engages
nineteenth century hymnists to the contemporary movements of the twenty-first
century. Each chapter contains these five elements: historical background,
theological perspectives communicated in their hymns/compositions, contribution
to liturgy and worship, notable hymns, and bibliography. The mission of Hymns
and Hymnody is (1) to provide biographical data on influential hymn writers for
students and interested laypeople, and (2) to provide a theological analysis of
what these composers have communicated in the theology of their hymns. We
believe it is vital for those involved in leading the worship of the church to
recognize that what they communicate is in fact theology. This latter aspect, we
contend, is missing-yet important-in accessible formats for the current literature.
Studying the role of music within religious congregations has become an
increasingly complex exercise. The significant variations in musical style and
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content between different congregations require an interdisciplinary methodology
that enables an accurate analysis, while also allowing for nuance in
interpretation. This book is the first to help scholars think through the
complexities of interdisciplinary research on congregational music-making by
critically examining the theories and methods used by leading scholars in the
field. An international and interdisciplinary panel of contributors introduces
readers to a variety of research methodologies within the emerging field of
congregational music studies. Utilizing insights from fields such as
communications studies, ethnomusicology, history, liturgical studies, popular
music studies, religious studies, and theology, it examines and models
methodologies and theoretical perspectives that are grounded in each of these
disciplines. In addition, this volume presents several “key issues” to ground
these interpretive frameworks in the context of congregational music studies.
These include topics like diaspora, ethics, gender, and migration. This book is a
new milestone in the study of music amongst congregations, detailing the very
latest in best academic practice. As such, it will be of great use to scholars of
religious studies, music, and theology, as well as anyone engaging in
ethnomusicological studies more generally.
The New Testament word for stranger is also translated as host and guest.
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Hospitality is never a one way street, but a circle or roundabout that gives and
receives. The one who invites and the one invited are each in turn host and
guest. While sharing back and forth, we uncover connections, empathy, and
surprising growth. This book focuses is for worship planners who want to explore
worship that is more hospitable as well as worship that includes the musical and
visual arts. Practicing our faith is a lifelong process. When completed, this series
will offer 24 practices in 10 different life settings. These seek a deeper, stronger
relationship with God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit and with one
another. This series can be used at any time or stage in your life.
The construction of renovation of a church building is more than a matter of
finances, floorplans, fixtures and furnishings. It is also a matter of building or
renewing a church community. Here are prayers, scripture passages, songs and
other texts to help you build or renew your church building in every sense of the
word.
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