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This book is a major advancement in the area of complexity and corporate governance. By bringing together a range of leading experts in the
fields of complexity and corporate governance, this book manages to knowledgeably wed the emerging field of complex systems thinking with
the more established area of corporate governance. It brings a range of new and exciting concepts, such as emergence, co-evolution and
selforganisation, and integrates them into an overarching and holistic understanding of corporate governance that is a clear benefit to
corporate actors and stakeholders. The book is a major resource for both academic and practitioner audiences.
Including papers presented at the 11th International Conference on Urban Regeneration and Sustainability held in Alicante, Spain, this book
addresses the multidisciplinary aspects of urban planning; a result of the increasing size of cities, the amount of resources and services
required and the complexity of modern society. Most of the earth’s population live in cities and the process of urbanisation continues
generating problems originating from the drift of the population towards them. These problems can be resolved by cities becoming efficient
habitats, saving resources in a way that improves the standard of living. The process faces a number of challenges related to reducing
pollution, improving main transportation and infrastructure systems and these challenges can contribute to the development of social and
economic imbalances and require the development of new solutions. Large cities are probably the most complex mechanisms to manage,
nevertheless they represent a productive ground for architects, engineers, city planners, social and political scientists able to conceive new
ideas and time them according to technological advances and human requirements. The papers in this book cover such topics as:
Appropriate technologies for smart cities; Architectural issues; Case studies - sustainable practices; Cultural quarters and interventions;
Disaster and emergency response; Eco-town planning; Environmental management; Landscape planning and design; Planning for resilience;
Quality of life; Socio-economic and political considerations; Pedestrians behaviour in different situation of traffic, modelling and safety;
Sustainable urban regeneration and public space; City and beach; Sustainability and the built environment; Sustainable energy and the city;
The community and the city; Transportation; Urban conservation and regeneration; Urban development and management; Urban
infrastructure; Urban metabolism; Urban planning and design; Urban safety and security; Urban strategies; Waterfront development.
Revised edition of the authors' A complexity approach to sustainability, c2011.
The role of stakeholders is integral to corporate sustainability as society increasingly demands that corporations play a role in achieving
environmental objectives in addition to building shareholder wealth. In this, the first book to gather cutting-edge research on the interactions
between stakeholders and organizations within the context of corporate sustainability, the contributors provide a diversity of perspectives from
North America, Europe, and Oceania. The authors examine the role stakeholders play in influencing regulations on global issues such as
climate change and national and regional problems. Stakeholder selection of companies and the sustainability issues they choose to target
are explored, as are the ways in which organizations motivate them to participate in the evolution of holistic sustainable solutions. The
interactions between stakeholder pressures, organizational characteristics and corporate sustainability practices are also covered. Finally, the
volume provides an examination of the dynamic structure of organizational fields in the European automobile industry in order to analyze the
factors that foster or hinder ecological modernization.Academics, environ
Complexity as a paradigm has been underutilized by social work, but this cutting-edge pocket guide makes a convincing argument for its use.
Every agency worker has been faced with a deluge of records, making it difficult to grasp onto structures and trends undergirding behavior.
Complexity theory studies the interactions of competitive and cooperative tendencies of agents such as individuals, families, groups, or
communities, making the case that there is a hidden order in things that are seemingly chaotic. Exploring their interactions involves identifying
a set of simple rules that the agents follow, revealing patterns that emerge without a predetermined template. Readers will learn how to frame
their research using the components found in complex systems by using their existing knowledge of research methods and applying basic
mathematical concepts. Concepts such as bordering between chaos and equilibrium, diverse perspectives, diverse heuristics, robustness,
and wisdom of crowds are considered and applied to social work research studies. Basic introductions on game theory, graph theory,
Boolean logic, decision theory, and network science provide the necessary mathematical background for understanding interconnectedness
and networking. The next part of the book is a hands-on guide to the agent-based modeling software NetLogo. By inputting initial parameters
and rules, the outputted models provide valuable information for visualizing unintended consequences, including how conflict can foster
cooperation and how threats to a social network can improve the network's robustness and resiliency. The result is both a user-friendly
introduction to using complexity theory in a socio-environmental context and a framework that provides an overarching structure for
investigating process, outcomes, and the collective behavior of groups.
The financial crisis and Great Recession revealed failures in economic analyses and the policy choices these analyses informed.
This book is an introduction to health care as a complex adaptive system, a system that feeds back on itself. The first section introduces
systems and complexity theory from a science, historical, epistemological, and technical perspective, describing the principles and
mathematics. Subsequent sections build on the health applications of systems science theory, from human physiology to medical decision
making, population health and health services research. The aim of the book is to introduce and expand on important population health
issues from a systems and complexity perspective, highlight current research developments and their implications for health care delivery,
consider their ethical implications, and to suggest directions for and potential pitfalls in the future.

"Dieses Buch erweitert Ihr Denken von drei auf vier Dimensionen." Nassim Nicolas Taleb, Autor von "Der schwarze
Schwan" "Scale" ist ein großes Ideen-Buch, das uns neue Welten erschließt, ein intellektuelles Abenteuer, das bislang
unverknüpfte Perspektiven und Wissensgebiete miteinander verbindet. Es zeigt, welche universalen Gesetzmäßigkeiten
unserem biologischen und sozialen Leben zugrunde liegen, die uns alle auf so einfache wie tief reichende Weise
miteinander verbinden. Wer wissen will, wie die Welt wirklich funktioniert, muss dieses Buch lesen. Am Anfang stand die
Faszination von Altern und Sterblichkeit. Mit der Präzision des Physikers hat West die Frage, warum wir so lange leben,
wie wir leben, und nicht länger, zu beantworten versucht. Das Ergebnis war erstaunlich: West entdeckte, dass trotz
bestehender Unterschiede alle Säugetiere skalierte Versionen voneinander sind. Kennt man die Größe eines Säugetiers,
so kann man vom täglichen Nahrungsverbrauch über die Dauer des Reifungsprozesses bis hin zur Lebensspanne alles
herausbekommen, was man über das betreffende Tier wissen will. Seine für die Biologie bahnbrechende Forschung hat
West auf andere Felder angewendet, insbesondere auf Städte und Unternehmen. In "Scale" schlägt er vor, einige der
großen Probleme, mit denen wir ringen - von der rasanten Verstädterung, dem Bevölkerungswachstum bis zum
Verständnis von Krebs sowie den Ursachen von Altern und Tod -, auf der Basis eines ganzheitlichen Ansatzes
anzugehen. Nur so gelangen wir zu Erkenntnissen und Strategien, mit denen wir diese großen globalen
Herausforderungen auch bewältigen können.
This book examines key concepts and analytical approaches in complexity theory as it applies to landscape ecology,
including complex networks, connectivity, criticality, feedback, and self-organisation. It then reviews the ways that these
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ideas have led to new insights into the nature of ecosystems and the role of processes in landscapes. The updated
edition explores innovations in ecotechnology, including automated monitoring, big data, simulation and machine
learning, and shows how they are revolutionizing ecology by making it possible to deal more effectively with complexity.
Addressing the topic in a progression of ideas from small to large, and from simple to sophisticated, the book examines
the implications of complexity for major environmental issues of our time, particularly the urgencies of climate change and
loss of biodiversity. Understanding ecological complexity is crucial in today’s globalized and interconnected world.
Successful management of the world’s ecosystems must combine models of ecosystem complexity with biodiversity,
environmental, geographic, and socioeconomic data. The book examines the impact of humans on landscapes and
ecosystems, as well as efforts to embed sustainability, commerce and industrial development in the larger context of
ecosystem services and ecological economics. Well-established as researchers in the field, the authors provide a new
perspective on current and future understanding of complexity in landscape ecology. The new edition offers a nontechnical account of the topic, so it is both accessible and informative for general readers. For students of ecology, it
provides a fresh approach to classical ideas.
Complex dynamic system studies have been studied explicitly in the natural sciences, and most only implicitly throughout
other fields. Yet much great social theory and philosophy is in fact based in complexity, and important concepts like
postmodernism, risk, and collapse all stem from complexity. Six key terms are explored: nonlinearity, feedbacks,
thresholds, hierarchies, emergence and self-organization, and dozens of related principles are discussed, with a focus on
uncertainty, risk, vulnerability, learning, strategy, resilience, collapse and sustainability. The book surveys the role of
these complexity principles in the natural sciences, social theory, transdisciplinary discourse, philosophy, and ethics, and
shows how this complexity framework is a valuable lens for approaching the spectre of climate change and life in the
Anthropocene.
This book introduces a new approach to environmental sociology, by integrating complexity-informed social science,
Marxian ecological theory, and resilience-based human ecology. It argues that sociologists have largely ignored
developments in ecology which move beyond functionalist approaches to systems analysis, and as a result,
environmental sociology has failed to capitalise not only on the analytical promise of resilience ecology, but on
complementary developments in complexity theory. By tracing the origins and discussing current developments in each
of these areas, it offers several paths to interdisciplinary dialogue. Eoin Flaherty argues that complexity theory and
Marxian ecology can enhance our understanding of the social aspect of social-ecological systems, whilst a resilience
approach can sharpen the analytical power of environmental sociology.
In a world struggling with environmental and social problems resistant to current solutions, education needs to explore
ways to ‘enlarge the space of the possible’ rather than only ‘replicate the existing possible’. To respond to this
challenge, this book troubles dominant Western philosophical conceptions which continue to have wide-ranging influence
in education worldwide and which limit more sustainable ways to be in the world together. It argues for the importance of
opening spaces in and through which unique subjects can emerge, bringing potential for new ways of being and as yet
unimagined futures. The book makes a valuable contribution to international growing interest in Arendtian thinking,
complexity and emergence, feminist thinking, the emerging field of anticipation studies, the posthuman and engagement
with Indigenous scholarship and practices in ways which attempt to be non-appropriating. Sustainability continues to be a
vital theme in education, and the book responds to a desire to encourage education which invites more sustainable
processes and ways of being in addition to education which limits itself to teaching about, or for, sustainability.
Sustainable and Democratic Education will be of great interest to academics and practitioners working with sustainability,
Indigenous scholarship, complexity theory and the posthuman and what these ideas can mean in and for education.
Using the O.D.D. (Overview, Design concepts, Detail) protocol, this title explores the role of agent-based modeling in
predicting the feasibility of various approaches to sustainability. The chapters incorporated in this volume consist of real
case studies to illustrate the utility of agent-based modeling and complexity theory in discovering a path to more efficient
and sustainable lifestyles. The topics covered within include: households' attitudes toward recycling, designing decision
trees for representing sustainable behaviors, negotiation-based parking allocation, auction-based traffic signal control,
and others. This selection of papers will be of interest to social scientists who wish to learn more about agent-based
modeling as well as experts in the field of agent-based modeling.
Complexity Approach To Sustainability, A: Theory And Application (Second Edition)World Scientific
Harris weaves together a unique story of the complexity of global and regional sustainability.
This book reframes theoretical, methodological and practical approaches to public administration by drawing on complexity theory
concepts. It aims to provide alternative perspectives on the theory, research and practice of public administration, avoiding
assumptions of traditional theory-building. The contributors explain both how ongoing non-linear interactions result in macro
patterns becoming established in a complexity-informed world view, and the implications of these dynamics. Complexity theory
explains the way in which many repeated non-linear interactions among elements within a whole can result in processes and
patterns emerging without design or direction, thus necessitating a reconsideration of the predictability and controllability of many
aspects of public administration. As well as illustrating how complexity theory informs new research methods for studying this field,
the book also shines a light on the different practices required of public administrators to cope with the complexity encountered in
the public policy and public management fields. This book was originally published as a special issue of the Public Management
Review journal.
Is sustainable development a workable solution for today's environmental problems? Is it scientifically defensible? Best known for
applying ecological theory to the engineering problems of everyday life, the late scholar James J. Kay was a leader in the study of
social and ecological complexity and the thermodynamics of ecosystems. Drawing from his immensely important work, as well as
the research of his students and colleagues, The Ecosystem Approach is a guide to the aspects of complex systems theories
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relevant to social-ecological management. Advancing a methodology that is rooted in good theory and practice, this book features
case studies conducted in the Arctic and Africa, in Canada and Kathmandu, and in the Peruvian Amazon, Chesapeake Bay, and
Chennai, India. Applying a systems approach to concrete environmental issues, this volume is geared toward scientists,
engineers, and sustainable development scholars and practitioners who are attuned to the ideas of the Resilience Alliance-an
international group of scientists who take a more holistic view of ecology and environmental problem-solving. Chapters cover the
origins and rebirth of the ecosystem approach in ecology; the bridging of science and values; the challenge of governance in
complex systems; systemic and participatory approaches to management; and the place for cultural diversity in the quest for
global sustainability.
Complexity theories gained prominence in the 1990s with a focus on self-organising and complex adaptive systems. Since then,
complexity theory has become one of the fastest growing topics in both the natural and social sciences, and touted as a
revolutionary way of understanding the behaviour of complex systems. This book uses complexity theory to surface and challenge
the deeply held cultural assumptions that shape how we think about reality and knowledge. In doing so it shows how our traditional
approaches to generating and applying knowledge may be paradoxically exacerbating some of the ‘wicked’ environmental
problems we are currently facing. The author proposes an innovative and compelling argument for rejecting old constructs of
knowledge transfer, adaptive management and adaptive capacity. The book also presents a distinctively coherent and
comprehensive synthesis of cognition, learning, knowledge and organizing from a complexity perspective. It concludes with a
reconceptualization of the problem of knowledge transfer from a complexity perspective, proposing the concept of creative
capacity as an alternative to adaptive capacity as a measure of resilience in socio-ecological systems. Although written from an
environmental management perspective, it is relevant to the broader natural sciences and to a range of other disciplines, including
knowledge management, organizational learning, organizational management, and the philosophy of science.
The goal of Sustainable Human and Environmental Systems (SHES) education is to prepare students to facilitate social learning in
communities that builds knowledge of, capacity for, and commitment to sustainability to facilitate the emergence of sustainable
societies. The SHES approach to sustainability education relies on complexity-based systems thinking that transcends disciplinary
boundaries. This book provides a comprehensive guide to the SHES approach, including its rationale and theoretical foundation,
its pedagogy and practical applications in curricula, and ways to support the approach through institutional administration. This
book will be of great interest to academics and students of education, environmental sciences and studies, sustainability and
sustainable development, natural resource management, conservation, environmental policy, environmental planning, and related
fields in higher education. Educators can use this book as a guide to SHES pedagogy, curriculum design, sustainability,
environmental studies, sustainable development, and sustainable well-being. Administrators will find the book useful in
establishing, evaluating, staffing, and promoting programs based on the SHES approach.
This book aims to contribute to the overall, integrated understanding of the processes of language contact and their evolution, be
they the result of political or economic (dis)integrations or migrations or for technological reasons. Via an interdisciplinary, holistic
approach, it also aims to support the theoretical grounding of a unified, common sociolinguistic paradigm, based on an ecological
and complexity perspective. This approach built on the fact that linguistic structures do not live in isolation from their social
functions and must be situated in relation to the sub-and supra-systems that determine their existence if we are to understand their
fortunes. It is a useful contribution to understanding and promoting the processes of linguistic revitalization in the world, combining
at the same time the maintenance and development of diversity while ensuring the intercommunication of human species.
This comprehensive Handbook is aimed at both academic researchers and practitioners in the field of complexity science. The
book’s 26 chapters, specially written by leading experts, provide in-depth coverage of research methods based on the sciences of
complexity. The research methods presented are illustratively applied to practical cases and are readily accessible to researchers
and decision makers alike.
This book will enable teachers and managers in the post-compulsory sector to consider a range of approaches to embed
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in their practice in the post-compulsory sector. There will be the opportunity to
consider key debates, useful links and suggested reading to encourage further investigation and development of practice.
Fundamentally, this book aims to empower teachers to critically analyse ESD through their own subject specialisms, engage in the
debate and learn with their students. Democratic and participative approaches introduced will help readers to question traditional
transmissive styles of teaching and learning and move on to the radical and transformative approaches required to embrace ESD.
Therefore this book, whilst including illustrative examples, will encourage the reader to look at their own subject specialisms,
practice, interests and those of their students to co-construct a curriculum that embeds ESD.
Business sustainability and sustainable development are of great importance in modern-day socio-economic study. Despite this,
the impact of recent contributions from systems and complexity sciences in addressing these issues has not yet filtered down into
effective practice. This book argues that there is a need for urgency in the application of analytical tools which embody the
principles of complexity management in sustainability research, in particular in the context of the global climate change. The
approach presented is based on the concept of clusters of whole systems coming together through collaboration, in order to create
larger wholes capable of dealing with the issues facing our socio-economic environmental systems. In this updated second edition,
the authors further clarify the viability and sustainability (V&S) approach, and the criteria and framework needed for sustainable
governance. It includes a more detailed perspective on the implications of the V&S approach to businesses and networks towards
changes in structure, strategy and processes, inspired by specific case studies. Key additions include a criteria for designing more
viable and sustainable self-governed organizations, the methodologies and tools to design and implement self-transformations
towards sustainability, and how these tools support sustainability management individually and globally, for businesses and
society.
"Business sustainability and sustainable development are of great importance in modern-day socio-economic study. Despite this,
the impact of recent contributions from systems and complexity sciences in addressing these issues has not yet filtered down into
effective practice. This book argues that there is a need for urgency in the application of analytical tools which embody the
principles of complexity management in sustainability research, in particular in the context of the global climate change. The
approach presented is based on the concept of clusters of whole systems coming together through collaboration, in order to create
larger wholes capable of dealing with the issues facing our socio-economic environmental systems. In this updated second edition,
the authors further clarify the viability and sustainability (V&S) approach, and the criteria and framework needed for sustainable
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governance. It includes a more detailed perspective on the implications of the V&S approach to businesses and networks towards
changes in structure, strategy and processes, inspired by specific case studies. Key additions include a criteria for designing more
viable and sustainable self-governed organizations, the methodologies and tools to design and implement self-transformations
towards sustainability, and how these tools support sustainability management individually and globally, for businesses and
society."--Publisher's website.
Der Band präsentiert systematisch die theoretischen und dogmatischen Grundzüge des europäischen Verfassungsrechts,
reflektiert den Stand der Forschung, verdeutlicht methodische Zugänge, klärt Wissenschaftsverständnisse und bezeichnet
Forschungsdesiderata. Die systematischen Einzelanalysen ergänzen Gesamteinschätzungen zu Stand und Fortgang der
rechtlichen Integration.
The aim of this volume is to provide a coherent set of chapters that address major issues in resource and environmental
management. The book has a North American focus with significant, but not exclusive Canadian Content. 'Integration' is the
organizing theme of the volume. Integration as a concept (meaning variously integration across disciplines, across agencies, and
across sectors) has been a key theme in the policy and management rhetoric of virtually every agency in North America and
abroad for more than 30 years. As one of the dominant themes of the discipline, integration has been addressed both as a
component and as the main focus of a variety of texts for this course. However, there is nothing on the market at the moment that
is both up-to-date and North American in approach.
The book investigates the various aspects characterizing Megaprojects from numerous perspectives and by integrating different
disciplines: engineering, economics, business organization, human resource management, law, etc. It represents the first output of
MeRIT (the Megaproject Research Interdisciplinary Team), and focuses on the intrinsic and unavoidable complexity of
Megaprojects. The chapters have intentionally not been standardized, and humanistic topics are not separated from technical
ones: this way of reading and interpreting Megaprojects through the cross-pollination of various disciplines reflects the MeRIT
approach. Addressing the complexity involved in Megaprojects requires the use of a hermeneutic circle of sorts: understanding the
project as a whole is achieved by referring to the specific parts, while each part can only be understood in relation to the whole.
This circular approach appears to be the only one applicable to Megaprojects: no final destination, no final synthesis can be
achieved. This volume consists of eight chapters written by researchers in law, economics, sociology, business organization,
engineering, architecture and landscaping. The topics covered will be relevant to researchers, practitioners involved in the
development of Megaprojects, and policymakers at the EU level.
The concept of “chaos”, and chaos theory, though it is a field of study specifically in the field of mathematics with applications in
physics, engineering, economics, management, and education, has also recently taken root in the social sciences. As a method of
analyzing the way in which the digital age has connected society more than ever, chaos and complexity theory serves as a tactic
to tie world events and cope with the information overload that is associated with heightened social connectivity. The Handbook of
Research on Chaos and Complexity Theory in the Social Sciences explores the theories of chaos and complexity as applied to a
variety of disciplines including political science, organizational and management science, economics, and education. Presenting
diverse research-based perspectives on mathematical patterns in the world system, this publication is an essential reference
source for scholars, researchers, mathematicians, social theorists, and graduate-level students in a variety of disciplines.
Pertinent to modern industry, administration, finance and society, the most pressing issue for firms today is how to reapproach the
way we think and work in business. With topics ranging from improving productivity and coaxing economic growth after periods of
market inactivity, Complex Decision-Making in Economy and Finance offers pragmatic solutions for dealing with the critical levels
of disorder and chaos that have developed throughout the modern age. This book examines how to design complex products and
systems, the benefits of collective intelligence and self-organization, and the best methods for handling risks in problematic
environments. It also analyzes crises and how to manage them. This book is of benefit to companies and public bodies with
regards to saving assets, reviving fortunes and laying the groundwork for robust, sustainable societal dividends. Examples, case
studies, practical hints and guidelines illustrate the topics, particularly in finance.
This handbook contributes with new evidence and new insights to the on-going debate on the de-colonization of knowledge on
urban planning in Africa. African cities grew rapidly since the mid-20th century, in part due to rising rural migration and rapid
internal demographic growth that followed the independence in most African countries. This rapid urbanization is commonly seen
as a primary cause of the current urban management challenges with which African cities are confronted. This importance given to
rapid urbanization prevented the due consideration of other dimensions of the current urban problems, challenges and changes in
African cities. The contributions to this handbook explore these other dimensions, looking in particular to the nature and capacity of
local self-government and to the role of urban governance and urban planning in the poor urban conditions found in most African
cities. It deals with current and contemporary urban challenges and urban policy responses, but also offers an historical overview
of local governance and urban policies during the colonial period in the late 19th and 20th centuries, offering ample evidence of
common features, and divergent features as well, on a number of facets, from intra-urban racial segregation solutions to the
relationships between the colonial power and the natives, to the assimilation policy, as practiced by the French and Portuguese
and the Indirect Rule put in place by Britain in some or in part of its colonies. Using innovative approaches to the challenges
confronting the governance of African cities, this handbook is an essential read for students and scholars of Urban Africa, urban
planning in Africa and African Development.
This work represents the third entry of the series of works on “Chaos, Complexity and Leadership”. Contents of the book are
composed from broad range of chaos, complexity and their applications in multi disciplines. Articles reflect different perspectives in
the field of applied nonlinear methods, modeling of data and simulations as well as theoretical achievements of chaos and
complex systems. In addition to this, readers are going to find new applications in leadership and management of chaos and
complexity theory such as in fields from education to politics. It is completely new and fresh piece of mind for readers who are
interested in chaos, complexity and especially leadership.
Complexity theory illuminates the many interactions between natural and social systems, providing a better understanding of the
general principles that can help solve some of today's most pressing environmental issues. Complexity theory was developed from
key ideas in economics, physics, biology, and the social sciences and contributes to important new concepts for approaching
issues of environmental sustainability such as resilience, scaling, and networks. Complexity Theory for a Sustainable Future is a
hands-on treatment of this exciting new body of work and its applications, bridging the gap between theoretical and applied
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perspectives in the management of complex adaptive systems. Focusing primarily on natural resource management and
community-based conservation, the book features contributions by leading scholars in the field, many of whom are among the
leaders of the Resilience Alliance. Theoreticians will find a valuable synthesis of new ideas on resilience, sustainability,
asymmetries, information processing, scaling, and networks. Managers and policymakers will benefit from the application of these
ideas to practical approaches and empirical studies linked to social-ecological systems. Chapters present new twists on such
existing approaches as scenario planning, scaling analyses, and adaptive management, and the book concludes with
recommendations on how to manage natural resources, how to involve stakeholders in the dynamics of a system, and how to
explain the difficult topic of scale. A vital reference for an emerging discipline, this volume provides a clearer understanding of the
conditions required for systems self-organization, since the capacity of any system to self-organize is crucial for its sustainability
over time.
This volume applies the science of complexity to study coupled human-environment systems (CHES) and integrates ideas from
the social sciences of climate change into a study of rural development amid flooding and urbanization in the Poyang Lake Region
(PLR) of China. Author Qing Tian operationalizes the concept of sustainability and provides useful scientific analyses for
sustainable development in less developed rural areas that are vulnerable to climatic hazards. The book uses a new sustainability
framework that is centered on the concept of well-being to study rural development in PLR. The PLR study includes three major
analyses: (1) a regional assessment of human well-being; (2) an empirical analysis of rural livelihoods; and (3) an agent-based
computer model used to explore future rural development. These analyses provide a meaningful view of human development in
the Poyang Lake Region and illustrate some of the complex local- and macro-level processes that shape the livelihoods of rural
households in the dynamic process of urbanization. They generate useful insights about how government policy might effectively
improve the well-being of rural households and promote sustainable development amid social, economic, and environmental
changes. This case study has broader implications. Rural populations in the developing world are disproportionally affected by
extreme climate events and climate change. Furthermore, the livelihoods of rural households in the developing world are
increasingly under the influences of macro-level forces amid urbanization and globalization. This case study demonstrates that
rural development policies must consider broader development dynamics at the national (and even global) level, as well as
specific local social and environmental contexts. By treating climate as one of many factors that affect development in such places,
we can provide policy recommendations that synergistically promote development and reduce climatic impacts and therefore
facilitate mainstreaming climate adaptation into development.
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