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This book examines the concept of peace and the relevance of historical and contextual factors that contribute to
peaceful coexistence of people, and dives into a deep examination of how democracy furthers peace especially in conflict
prone countries. Seven case studies illustrate the impact of democratization on transformation and prevention.
An examination of the plight of the refugees of Burma's protracted civil war, many of whom have fled across the border
into Thailand. This study looks at the changing nature of the refugee situation and the responses of the parties involved,
including the United Nations, the refugees themselves, and governments in both Bangkok and Rangoon. In the process,
Fear and Sanctuary addresses pertinent international questions regarding civil war, ethnic resistance against an
oppressive state, displacement, and refugee protection.
Urban refugees now account for over half the total number of refugees worldwide. Yet to date, far more research has
been done on refugees living in camps and settlements set up expressly for them. This book provides crucial insights into
the worldwide phenomenon of refugee flows into urban settings, repercussions for those seeking protection, and the
agencies and organizations tasked to assist them. It provides a comparative exploration of refugees and asylum seekers
in nine urban areas in Africa, Asia and Europe to examine issues such as status recognition, international and national
actors, housing, education and integration. The book explores the relationship between refugee policies of international
organisations and national governments and on the ground realities and demonstrates both the diverse of circumstances
in which refugees live, and their struggle for recognition, protection and livelihoods.
It Deals With Topics Ranging From Burma`S Relations With Its Neighbours To Its Domestic Affairs. It Sheds Light On
Why The Military In Burma Is The Problem And Not A Solution For The Country And Its Environs. It Is A Problem Related
To Other Countires In The Region And The World.
After decades of mismanagement and direct military rule, Myanmar’s contested transition to a more democratic
government has rapidly shifted the outlook in this significant Southeast Asian nation. Since 2011, the removal of Western
sanctions and new foreign investments have resulted in high rates of economic growth and an expanding middle class,
albeit from a very low base. In a result unthinkable a few years earlier, former political prisoner and Nobel laureate, Aung
San Suu Kyi, and her party, the National League for Democracy (NLD), formed a national government in early 2016.
However, despite significant political and economic reforms since the liberalisation process commenced, the transition to
civilian rule remains constrained by the military’s 2008 Constitution, which guarantees that it operates unfettered by
civilian oversight. As a result, although some ethnic conflicts have abated, others continue to fester while new conflicts
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have erupted. With a daunting task ahead the NLD government has made some progress in removing the vestiges of
repressive military-era laws but many remain untouched and some of the practices of the new government provide
unwelcome reminders of its authoritarian history. This timely Handbook describes the political, economic, cultural and
strategic dimensions of this crucial period of transition in Myanmar life. It presents explanations for contradictory trends,
including those that defy some of the early narratives about the comprehensive transformation of Myanmar life. The
Handbook also considers the impact of major environmental, strategic, demographic and cultural trends which help in
understanding that Myanmar’s development will be an ongoing task. In addition to introductory and concluding chapters
by the editors, the body of the Handbook is divided into seven core sections: • Fundamentals • Spaces • Cultures •
Living • Governance • International • Challenges Written by an international team of scholars, with a mix of world-leading
established academics and up-and-coming researchers, the Handbook provides a rigorous scholarly overview of
Myanmar’s politics, economics and society. As Myanmar opens to Western businesses and government agencies, it is
an invaluable reference book that will provide a foundation for further research and offer the first port of call for scholars,
students and policy makers working on Myanmar and Asia.
This book analyzes Myanmar’s contemporary political history, arguing that Myanmar’s so-called "democratization" has
always been a calculated regime transition, planned by the military, with every intention that the military to remain the key
permanent political actor in Myanmar’s political regime. Using the period since Myanmar’s regime change in 2011 as an
extended case study, this book offers an original theory of regime transition. The author argues that Myanmar’s ongoing
regime transition has not diverged from its authoritarian military roots and explains how the military has long planned its
voluntary partial withdrawal from direct politics. Therefore, Myanmar’s "disciplined democracy" contains features of
democratic politics, but at its core remains authoritarian. Providing an original contribution to the theoretical literature on
regime change by developing a theory of trial and error regime transition, the book engages with and challenges the
popular democratization theory by arguing that this theory does not sufficiently explain hybrid regimes or authoritarian
durability. Additionally, the book adds to an alternative understanding of how the regime transition was initiated by
examining the historical evolution of Myanmar’s post-colonial regime and offers a fresh perspective on contemporary
political developments in Myanmar. An important contribution to the study of authoritarian durability and the dynamics of
regime change in Southeast Asia, this book will be of interest to academic researchers of comparative politics,
international relations, and Southeast Asian studies.
Refugee camps are imbued in the public imagination with assumptions of anarchy, danger and refugee passivity.
Governing Refugees: Justice, Order and Legal Pluralism challenges such assumptions, arguing that refugee camps
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should be recognized as spaces where social capital can not only survive, but thrive. This book examines camp
management and the administration of justice in refugee camps on the Thailand-Burma border. Emphasising the work of
refugees themselves in coping with and adapting to encampment, it considers themes of agency, sovereignty and legal
pluralism in an analysis of local governance and the production of order beyond the state. Governing Refugees will
appeal to anyone with relevant interests in law, anthropology and criminology, as well as those working in the area of
refugee studies.
Across the world states are seeking out new and secure supplies of energy but this search is manifesting itself most visibly in Asia where
rapid industrialisation in states such as China and India is fomenting a frantic scramble for energy resources. Due to entrenched societal
inequities and widespread authoritarian governance, however, the pursuit of national energy security through transnational energy projects
has resulted in devastating impacts on the human and environmental security of local populations. These effects are particularly evident in
both Thailand and Myanmar (Burma), which, located at the crossroads of Asia, are increasingly engaged in the cross-border energy trade.
Based on extensive fieldwork and theoretical analysis this ground-breaking book proposes a new critical approach to energy and
environmental security and explores the important role that both local and transnational environmental movements are playing, in the
absence of effective and democratic governments, in providing ’activist environmental governance’ for energy projects throughout the
region. By comparing the nature of this activism under two very different political regimes it delivers crucial theoretical insights with both
academic and policy implications for the sustainable and equitable development of the South’s natural resources.
Myanmar’s security forces have conducted clearance operations in the Rakhine State since August 2017, driving a mass exodus of ethnic
Rohingyas to neighboring Bangladesh. In The Rohingya Crisis: Analyses, Responses, and Peacebuilding Avenues, Kawser Ahmed and Helal
Mohiuddin address core questions about the conflict and its global and regional significance. Ahmed and Mohiuddin identify the defining
characteristics of Rohingya identity, analyze the conflict, depict the geo-economic and geo-political factors contributing to the conflict, and
outline peacebuilding avenues available for conflict transformation at the macro-, meso-, and micro-level. This book is recommended for
students and scholars of anthropology, sociology, peace and conflict studies, political science, and Asian studies.
While there is abundant literature discussing non-traditional security issues, there is little mention of such issues existing in the South China
Sea. This area is vulnerable to natural hazards and marine environmental degradation. The marine ecosystem is threatened by various
adverse sources including land-based pollution, busy shipping lanes, and over-exploitation activities which threaten the security of the
surrounding population. This area is also threatened by piracy and maritime crimes but law enforcement becomes difficult due to unclear
maritime boundaries. This volume is designed to explore the security cooperation and regional approaches to these non-traditional security
issues in the hope to build a peaceful environment and maintain international and regional security and order in the South China Sea region.
Few states in the contemporary world present the complexities that characterize Burma/Myanmar at present. On the one hand, it has been
under military rule for some forty-four years at this point, with many traditional factors in operation: an high degree of authoritarianism; the
dominance of personalization over institutions; powerful centrism, but with a progressive weakening as the distance from the center
lengthens; and the importance of religion as a source of identity. Those who govern Myanmar have given ample indication in recent times of
a desire to interact with diverse international bilateral and multilateral operations. Yet Burma/Myanmar nationalism has contained a
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xenophobic quality emphasized on occasion, a proclivity that is more conducive to isolation than to cooperation. In this context, the
movement of the capitol from Rangoon to Pyinmana in the interior, while proclaimed as a move to provide easier access to all parts of
Myanmar raises questions. Moreover, as was demonstrated recently, in the face of strong opposition, Myanmar was prepared to give up its
scheduled chairmanship of ASEAN rather than to change its domestic political policies. Under the circumstances, it is fortunate to have a
highly regarded scholar who has spent many years undertaking in-depth studies of Burma/Myanmar as well as other parts of East Asia, with
a history of friendships and research in the region, provide us with an up-to-date analysis. David Steinberg presents a broad picture of the
complex scene, commencing with a presentation of key theoretical and historical considerations, and proceeding to an analysis of various
specifics relating to the current Burma/Myanmar society and state. His analysis is comprehensive and balanced, taking into account the many
complexities and uncertainties of this troubled state. We are indeed fortunate to have this work available. from the Foreword by Robert A.
Scalapino
Soldiers and Diplomacy addresses the key question of the ongoing role of the military in BurmaÍs foreign policy. The authors, a political
scientist and a former top Asia editor for the BBC, provide a fresh perspective on BurmaÍs foreign and security policies, which have shifted
between pro-active diplomacies of neutralism and non-alignment, and autarkical policies of isolation and xenophobic nationalism. They argue
that important elements of continuity underlie BurmaÍs striking postcolonial policy changes and contrasting diplomatic practices. Among the
defining factors here are the formidable dominance of the Burmese armed forces over state structure, the enduring domestic political
conundrum and the peculiar geography of a country located at the crossroads of India, China and Southeast Asia. Egreteau and Jagan argue
that the Burmese military still has the tools needed to retain their praetorian influence over the countryÍs foreign policy in the post-junta
context of the 2010s. For international policymakers, potential foreign investors and BurmaÍs immediate neighbors, this will have strong
implications in terms of the countryÍs foreign policy approach.
Critically but sympathetically interrogating Italian philosopher Giorgio Agamben’s analysis of the logic of sovereign power, this volume draws
attention to the multiple zones of exclusion in and through which contemporary international politics constitutes itself. Beginning from the
margins and peripheries of world politics, this book emphasises the colonial processes through which contemporary "third world" spaces of
exception have been shaped and particular bodies made susceptible to the conditions of "bare life". The authors contend that these bodies
inhabit a variety of spaces or "zones of indistinction" that include political detainees, refugees, asylum-seekers, poor migrants, sweatshop
workers, and unassimilated indigenous populations. These are the "expendable bodies" that the territorial and market-driven logic of current
international relations simultaneously produces, polices and excludes. Focussing on the locally and socio-historically specific ways that
sovereign power works, the individual chapters provide the volume with a wide geographical reach. Drawing on diverse approaches, this text
constitutes an important intervention in critical international relations, providing grounded theory and sophisticated analyses of how
contemporary international relations works through the production of ‘exceptions’. Bringing together a range of internationally-renowned
scholars, International Relations and States of Exception will be of vital interest to students and scholars of International Relations, Critical
Theory and Postcolonial Studies.
Bringing together a number of recognized international experts, this book considers the impact of changes in American foreign policy on the
East Asian region, as well as the evolving nature of American policy itself. Specific case studies consider America's relations with the most
important countries of the region, including China, a potential strategic rival, Japan, still the second largest economy in the world, and
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Indonesia, the world's largest Muslim country. These case studies and others are complemented with more theoretical and thematic
considerations of the nature of American hegemony, its historical links to the region, security policy, economic ties, and American attitudes
toward emerging East Asian regionalism. Bush and Asia provides a comprehensive introduction to, and analysis of, the Bush administration's
relations with what will be the twenty-first century's most dynamic and strategically significant region.
This book provides a comprehensive evaluation of India's multi-faceted relations with Myanmar. It unravels the mysteries of the complex
polity of Myanmar as it undergoes transition through democracy after long military rule. Based on meticulous research and understanding, the
volume traces the trajectory of India–Myanmar associations from ancient times to the present day, and offers a fascinating story in the
backdrop of the region’s geopolitics. An in-depth analysis of ‘India–Myanmar–China Triangle’ brings out the strategic stakes involved. It will
be of great interest to researchers and scholars of international relations, peace and conflict studies, defence and strategic studies, politics,
South and Southeast Asian studies, as well as policy-makers and political think tanks.
This newly revised eighth edition of Southeast Asia in the New International Era provides readers with contemporary coverage of a vibrant
region home to more than 650 million people, vast cultural diversity, and dynamic globalized markets. Sensitive to historical legacies and
paying special attention to developments since the end of the Cold War, this book highlights the events, players, and institutions that shape
the region. Employing a country-by-country format, the analysis engages in context-specific treatment of the region's eleven countries:
Thailand, Myanmar (Burma), Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, the Philippines, Indonesia, Timor-Leste, Malaysia, Singapore, and Brunei. Fully
updated, the book’s revised content includes Rodrigo Duterte’s drug war in the Philippines, Malaysia’s historic 2018 election ending four
decades of UMNO rule, Hun Sen’s latest power grab in Cambodia, and a consequential monarchical transition in post-coup Thailand. It also
analyzes recent developments in the South China Sea dispute, the Rohingya tragedy in Myanmar, China’s expanding Belt and Road
Initiative, as well as the effects of the Trump Administration’s tariffs and trade war. An excellent resource for students, this textbook makes
sense of the region's coups, elections, policy debates, protests, and alliances, leaving readers with a solid foundation for further study.
This work gathers stories of the lives of Burmese migrants in Thailand, who fled their native country to escape the repressive military regime.
The author offers a harrowing picture of a powerless group caught between two evils, merely seeking to eke out a living under adverse
conditions. Since the repressive military regime (SLORC - now SPDC) seized power in Burma in 1962, the Burmese people have suffered
untold repression and increasingly intolerable living conditions. For many, the flight to Thailand has become a saviour, not just to earn money
on which to live,
In an era of extensive foreign commitments and seemingly perpetual irregular warfare, America's traditional national security model no longer
works. Our forces are exhausted, our small wars stalemated, and our defense budget under inexorable downward pressure. In The New
Legions, Major General (Ret.) Edward B. Atkeson reviews the political and military strategies that brought us to this point and proposes an
innovative solution: shifting the military burden from U.S. soldiers and Marines to friendly indigenous fighters recruited, trained, and equipped
for operation in their native environments. Looking back through history as far as the Roman Empire, Atkeson finds ample precedent for the
effectiveness of similar legions of fighters. He lays out how such a program would work and shows how these legions could help the United
States achieve its global objectives in six troublesome regions from South America to Southeast Asia in a more cost-effective way. The New
Legions will be of interest to policy makers, military strategists, and all citizens seeking a more effective military strategy.
"The central theme of this book is the utility of bilateralism and multilateralism in Southeast Asia international relations. The intention was to
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examine a sufficient number of empirical cases in the Southeast Asian region since the mid-1970's so as to establish a pattern of interactions
informing a wider audience of interactions unique to the region. Through these case studies, we seek to identify how this pattern of interaction
compares with similar experiences elsewhere vis-a-vis the theoretical underpinnings of multilateralism and bilateralism. Consequently, this
book also examines the theoretical drift in international relations literature at the broadest level and the overall drift of Southeast Asian
international relations between the nations themselves and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)."--P. xv.
International Relations in Southeast AsiaBetween Bilateralism and MultilateralismInstitute of Southeast Asian
This balanced, comprehensive guide to Southeast Asian politics offers a sensible but nondogmatic realist approach to the region's
international relations. Donald E. Weatherbee lucidly explains the dynamics of the Southeast Asian subsystem as a struggle for autonomy in
pursuit of national interests. He explores three important questions, the answers to which will shape the future Southeast Asia. Will
democratic regimes transform international relations in Southeast Asia? Will national leaders succeed in reinventing ASEAN as a more
effective collaborative mechanism? Finally, how will the evolving Chinese position, balancing and perhaps displacing the United States as
Asia's great power, affect Southeast Asia's struggle for autonomy?

Includes statistics.
For over sixty years, conflict between state forces and armed ethnic groups was ongoing in parts of the borderlands of
Burma. Ethnic minority communities were subjected to systematic and widespread abuses by an increasingly complex
patchwork of armed state and non-state actors. Populations in more remote and disputed border areas typically had little
to no access to even basic healthcare and education services. As part of its counter-insurgency campaign, the military
state also historically restricted international humanitarian access to civilian populations in unstable border areas. It was
in this context that "cross-border aid" to Burma had developed, as an alternative mechanism for channelling assistance to
populations denied aid through more conventional systems. Yet by the late 2000s, national and international changes
had significant impacts on an aid debate, which had important political and ethical implications. Through an ethnographic
study of a cross-border aid organisation working on the Thailand-Burma border, this book focuses on the political and
ethical dilemmas of "humanitarian government". It explores the ways in which aid systems come to be defined as
legitimate or illegitimate, humanitarian or "un-humanitarian", in an international context that has witnessed the
multiplication of often-conflicting humanitarian systems and models. It examines how an "embodied history" of violence
can shape the worldviews and actions of local humanitarian actors, as well as institutions created to mitigate human
suffering. It goes on to look at the complex and often-invisible webs of local organisations, international NGOs, donors,
armed groups and other actors, which can develop in a cross-border and extra-legal context – a context where competing
constructions of systems as legitimate or illegitimate are highlighted. Exploring the history of humanitarianism from the
local aid perspective of Burma, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of Southeast Asian Studies,
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Anthropology of Humanitarian Aid and Development Studies.
This authoritative volume evaluates post-Cold War approaches to security in the Asia Pacific. Leading specialists first
examine traditional security concerns-military capabilities, balance of power, territorial and resource disputes, the effects
of new technologies on military strategy, and the problems involved in maintaining sovereignty in the face of
globalization. They then introduce the new security agenda of economic and financial stability, the effects of
environmental degradation, human rights and political stability, and the impact of transnational crime. Their wide-ranging
and incisive discussions will be of interest to policymakers, scholars, and students alike.
The relations between ASEAN and China occupy a unique and important position in the foreign relations of the AsiaPacific region. This volume investigates the impacts of global changes and regional challenges confronting the
contemporary developments of China-ASEAN relations.
With the coming of so-called G2 era, guaranteeing cooperation with China is a rising strategic task when it comes to the
North Korean problem and Korean reunification. There is a clear limit, however, in guaranteeing Chinese cooperation due
to the Republic of Korea (ROK) and China’s different perceptions on Korean reunification while economic
interdependence between these two states is increasing. In international society, cooperation could be achieved on the
basis of shared interests, but issue by issue, shared interests in and of themselves may not be enough. “Strategic
leverage,” in other words, might be necessary in order to induce some kind of inter-state cooperation. This research was
undertaken in the context of the above-mentioned questions, with regard to building up diplomatic leverage that could
lead to possible ways to induce Chinese cooperation. This research was undertaken in the context of cooperation with
Florence Lowe-Lee at the Global America Business Institute; Dr. Jae H. Ku at the U.S.-Korea Institute at SAIS, Johns
Hopkins University; and Professor David Hawk at the City University of New York. Researchers Kwon Hye-Jin, Moon MiYoung, Ro Young-Ji, An Hyun-Jung (former member) at the Korea Institute for National Unification (KINU) and Wonhee
Lee at the U.S.-Korea Institute at SAIS also devoted much effort in making it possible to publish this volume. as did
coeditor Dr. Jae H. Ku. As the chief editor of this volume, I sincerely appreciate all these efforts. It is my hope that this
research helps academics and experts as well as general audiences better understand the dynamic relationship between
core and periphery in China, the relationship between China and its weak neighboring countries, China and international
human rights organizations, and North Korean human rights. Jung-Ho Bae, senior research fellow, Korea Institute for
National Unification ? Part 1 : China’s Internal Center-Periphery Relations Chapter 1 Middle Kingdom’s New Territory: A
History of Relations Between Xinjiang and China/ Haiyun Ma Chapter 2 Diplomacy or Mobilization: The Tibetan Dilemma
in the Struggle with China/ Tenzin Dorjee ? Part 2 : China’s Relations with Neighboring Countries Chapter 3 China’s
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Relations with Mongolia: An Uneasy Road/ Mark T. Fung Chapter 4 China’s Relations with Vietnam: Permanently
Caught Between Friend and Foe/ Catharin E. Dalpino Chapter 5 China’s Relations with Laos and Cambodia/ Carlyle A.
Thayer Chapter 6 China’s Relations with Myanmar: National Interests and Uncertainties/ Yun Sun ? Part 3 : China and
International Institutions Chapter 7 The People’s Republic of China and Respect for International Human Rights Law and
Mechanisms/ Sophie Richardson Chapter 8 International Human Rights Law and the Democratic Peoples Republic of
Korea: The “UN Roadmap” for Human Rights Improvements in North Korea/ David Hawk
Bill Pritchard provides an important update on how current trade methodologies are implemented as China becomes one
of the world’s largest fresh fruit importers from countries such as Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam.
With the world watching closely, Myanmar began a process of political, administrative and institutional transition from 30
January 2011. After convening the parliament, elected in November 2010, the former military regime transferred power to
a new government headed by former Prime Minister (and retired general), U Thein Sein. With parliamentary processes
restored in Myanmar's new capital of Naypyitaw, Thein Sein's government announced a wide-ranging reform agenda,
and began releasing political prisoners and easing press censorship. Pivotal meetings between Thein Sein and Aung
San Suu Kyi led to amendment of the Election Law and the National League for Democracy contesting by-elections in
April 2012. The 2011 Myanmar/Burma update conference considered the openings offered by these political changes
and media reforms and the potential opportunities for international assistance. Obstacles covered include impediments to
the rule of law, the continuation of human rights abuses, the impunity of the Army, and the failure to end ethnic
insurgency.
This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Burma (Myanmar) contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has over 700 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign
relations, religion, and culture.
"This book will aid readers' knowledge of this region by addressing its historical past and political future. It is based around a
prophetic observation of Lee Kuan Yew, the legendary former Prime Minister of Singapore, that "to understand the present and to
anticipate the future, one must know enough of the past, enough to have a sense of the history of a people"-Millions of children around the world are affected by conflict, and the enduring aftermath of war in post-conflict societies. This book
reflects on the implications of children’s insecurity for governments and the international humanitarian community by drawing on
original field research in post-conflict Cambodia and in Burma’s eastern conflict zones. The book examines the way that politics
and discourses of security and child protection have further marginalised rather than enhanced the protection of children. In
Cambodia, threats from trafficking, exploitative labour, and high levels of domestic and social violence challenge the government
and the international humanitarian community to respond to the new human security terrain that is the legacy of three decades of
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political violence. Burma has endured over 60 years of insurgency and civil conflict in ethnic minority states, significantly affecting
children who are recruited into armies, killed, maimed or tortured, and displaced. Analysing the theoretical and practical challenges
faced in addressing children’s security in global politics, the book offers a novel framework for responding to the politics of
protection that is at the heart of this crucial issue. It is a useful contribution to studies on Asian Politics and International Relations
and Security.
The Routledge Handbook of Migration and Development provides an interdisciplinary, agenda-setting survey of the fields of
migration and development, bringing together over 60 expert contributors from around the world to chart current and future trends
in research on this topic. The links between migration and development can be traced back to the post-war period, if not further,
yet it is only in the last 20 years that the 'migration–development nexus' has risen to prominence for academics and policymakers.
Starting by mapping the different theoretical approaches to migration and development, this book goes on to present cutting edge
research in poverty and inequality, displacement, climate change, health, family, social policy, interventions, and the key
challenges surrounding migration and development. While much of the migration literature continues to be dominated by US and
British perspectives, this volume includes original contributions from most regions of the world to offer alternative non-Anglophone
perspectives. Given the increasing importance of migration in both international development and current affairs, the Routledge
Handbook of Migration and Development will be of interest both to policymakers and to students and researchers of geography,
development studies, political science, sociology, demography, and development economics.
The Handbook on Gender in Asia critically examines, through a gender perspective, five broad themes of significance to Asia: the
‘Theory and Practice’ of researching in Asia; ‘Gender, Ageing and Health’; ‘Gender and Labour’; ‘Gendered Migrations and
Mobilities’; and ‘Gender at the Margins’. With each chapter providing an overview of the key intellectual developments on the
issue under discussion, as well as empirical examples to examine how the Asian case sheds light on these debates, this collection
will be an invaluable reference for scholars of gender and Asia.
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